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IF  YOU  LIKED  WINNING  IN  1979 


YOU'RE  GOING  TO  LOVE  IT  IN  1982. 


The  Body  Politic  is  going  on  trial  — 
again. 

On  February  14,  1979,  the 
magazine  was  acquitted  of  charges 
of  using  the  mails  to  distribute 
immoral,  indecent  or  scurrilous 
material  —  an  issue  of  The  Body 
Politic  containing  a  now-classic 
article  on  man /boy  love. 

With  that  acquittal,  gay  people  in 
Canada  were  ensured  a  strong  and 
independent  gay  voice,  one  that  has 
been  instrumental  in  organizing 
resistance  to  the  provincial 
government's  war  on  Toronto's  gay 
community. 

By  appealing  the  not-guilty 


verdict,  Ontario  Attorney  General 
Roy  McMurtry  has  forced  a  new 
trial  on  the  same  charges  against  the 
same  issue  of  The  Body  Politic.  But 
now,  The  Body  Politic  isn't  alone  in 
the  prisoner's  dock:  hundreds  of 
victims  of  the  Tory  vendetta  against 
gays  are  facing  a  variety  of  charges. 
We  beat  McMurtry  the  first  time 
around  —  but  it  cost  more  than 
$50,000.  We  couldn't  have  done  it 
without  people  like  you,  readers  and 
supporters  across  Canada  and 
around  the  world,  who  chipped  in  to 
cover  legal  costs.  We  can  beat 
McMurtry  this  time,  too,  but  only  if 
we  can  count  on  your  help  again. 


Protect  your  investment  in  free 
and  outspoken  journalism.  Make  a 
contribution  to  The  Body  Politic 
Free  The  Press  Fund. 

Together,  we  can  win  again. 

THE 
BODY  POLITIC 

FREE  THE  PRESS 

FUND 

c/o  Cornish,  King  &  Sachs,  Barristers  and  Solicitors 
111  Richmond  Street  West,  Suite  320,  Toronto, 

Ontario 
Canada  M5H  3N6 

Cheques  payable  to:  Lynn  King  in  Trust 

for  The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund 

Information  (416)  977-6320 
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Runaway,  throwaway  street  kids 7 

As  winter  closes  in,  life  is  going  to  get  tougher  for  the  scores  of  homeless  youths 
who  roam  the  streets  of  downtown  Toronto.  Who  will  provide  the  services  they  need? 
Ed  Jackson  reports.  In  other  news:  a  cop  's-eye  view  of  a  subway  station  washroom; 
yes,  no  and  maybe  verdicts  from  courts  in  Winnipeg,  Toronto  and  Edmonton;  and  a 
look  at  a  drug  that  the  law  forces  on  "sex  offenders"  —  and  that  may  cause  cancer. 

San  Francisco:  does  liaison  work? 18 

Arrested  in  the  "White  Night"  riots  of  May,  1979,  Peter  Plate  and  David  Waddle 
(above)  are  at  the  cutting  edge  of  police/gay  relations  in  a  city  touted  as  a  model,  but 
where  tensions  are  on  the  rise.  Activist  Greg  Day  reports. 

Thomas  Disch:  speculative  flights 26 

The  man  with  the  beer  above  may  look  earthbound,  but  in  his  latest  work  he  takes  off, 
using  flying  as  a  metaphor  for '  'socially  disruptive  ecstatic  experience ' '  —  religion, 
art,  drugs  and  sex.  An  interview  by  David  Galbraith  and  Alexander  Wilson  with  a  man 
the  Moral  Majority  would  love  to  hate. 

Their  statistics,  our  lives 29 

Sexual  Preference,  the  new  Kinsey  Institute  study,  may  challenge  old  notions  of  why 
some  people  are  gay  (do  we  needs  a  reason?),  but  its  "objective"  method  makes  it 
yet  another  "official"  study,  remote  from  our  real  lives,  says  reviewer  George  Smith. 
In  other  reviews:  queens  and  boy-lovers  as  old  soldiers;  rotten  flicks  in  Montreal; 
thoughts  on  the  male  image  in  dance;  and  shocking  sleaze  from  John  Waters. 

The  correct  line 43 

Want  to  find  just  the  right  look  to  get  high  marks  for  political  correctitude?  Jeff 
Richardson  shows  the  way  on  The  Back  Page,  taking  trendy  young  Dwayne  to  a 
meeting  of  (oh,  no)  the  Body  Politic  collective  for  a  few  pointers.  Button  up! 


OutintheCity 20 

The  women's  dance  group  Wallflower 
Order  leads  off  a  list  of  what's  on  in 
Toronto  for  December,  all  collected  on  a 
calendar  you  can  pull  out  and  put  up. 

DefeatinDC 16 

The  Moral  Majority  scores  a  victory  in 
Congress,  striking  down  the  capital  dis- 
trict's sex-law  reform.  This,  and  much 
better  news,  thankfully,  in  The  World. 

The  Ivory  Tunnel 35 

Editorial  timidity,  tons  of  verse  and  a  tin 
of  ants  (bon  appetit!)  in  Ian  Young's 
regular  column  on  gay  small  presses. 

Regular  Departments 

Letters 4 

Editorial 6 

Classifieds 36 

Network 40 


The  Cover:  San  Francisco  not  defendants  Peter 
Plate  and  David  Waddle  in  a  photo  by  Greg  Day. 
Thomas  Disch  in  his  Toronto  hotel  room  by 
Stephen  Andrews.  Wallflower  Order  courtesy  of 
Wallflower  Order;  and  gay  youth  story  illustration 
by  JAC.  who  pulls  together  the  talents  of  three  gay 
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together  as  JAC.  who  pulls  together,    and  so  it 
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Butch/fern  and  lesbian  feminism 


I  can  easily  understand  why  Joan  Nestle 
("Butch/fem  and  sexual  courage," 
September  TBP)  is  tired  of  having  her 
past  judged  unacceptable  by  lesbian- 
feminists.  In  recent  years,  lesbian- 
feminism  has  taken  on  something  of  a 
fascist  tint,  with  its  insistence  on 
restricted,  codified,  politically  correct 
behaviour.  A  great  deal  of  energy  is 
spent  labeling,  stereotyping  and 
trivializing  lesbians  who  deviate  from 
the  lesbian-feminist  in-group,  or  should 
I  say  ghetto. 

Unfortunately,  Joan,  in  attempting  to 
explain  or  salvage  butch-fem  relation- 
ships, you  fall  into  the  same  trap.  Your 
experience  with  however  large  a  group 
of  butch- ferns  in  Greenwich  Village  does 
not  give  you  the  right  to  generalize 
about  all  butch-fems  everywhere.  I  have 
no  quarrel  with  your  basic  thesis  —  that 
cross-dressing  among  butch-fems  served 
a  political  function  by  being  confronta- 
tional. But  please  remember  that  your 
attitudes  were  your  own.  Butch-fem  is  a 
complex  cultural  phenomenon  and 
should  not  be  simplified  to  fit  a  political 
theory.  Any  political  theory. 

Nor  do  you  have  the  right  to  state 
that  "the  butch-fem  couple  embar- 
rassed other  Lesbians  (and  still  does) 
because  they  made  Lesbians  culturally 
visible..."  Lots  of  those  other,  assimi- 
lated lesbians  may  have  come  out  ver- 
bally or  in  other  ways  to  their  straight 
friends  and  colleagues.  No  need  to  ster- 
eotype all  of  them  into  the  closet.  Some 
lesbians  find  butch  and  fern  unattractive 
on  purely  aesthetic  grounds.  Chances 
are  those  other  lesbians  were  following 
their  natural  impulses  too  —  impulses 
every  bit  as  sexual  as  butch-fem. 

You're  absolutely  right  when  you  say 
that  we  need  information  about  lesbian 
lives.  I  for  one  would  like  to  read  a 
clear,  candid,  factual  account  of  your 
life  as  a  fern  —  your  circle,  your'habits, 
your  language,  what  you  did  in  bed.  I'd 
like  to  know  just  what  those  "calculated 
teasings"  were.  But  an  article  consisting 
of  feminist  buzz-words  ("colonized 
people"),  class-baiting  and  sugar-coated 
eroticism  is  not  information,  it's  rhet- 
oric. You  say  that  you  don't  want  to 
romanticize  butch-fem  relationships, 
but  that's  exactly  what  you  do:  "I  went 
down  on  my  lovers  to  catch  them  in  my 
mouth  and  celebrate  their  strength,  their 
caring  for  me. "Is  that  really  the  only 
reason  you  went  down  on  your  lovers? 
When  you  whitewash  your  experiences 
and  your  sexuality  like  this,  you  trivial- 
ize yourself.  And  your  explanation  of 
butch-fem  becomes  little  more  than  an 
extended  apology  to  lesbian-feminists. 

Michelle  Belling 

Seattle 

• 

As  a  man  and  a  gay  person  who  wasn't 
born  in  the  50s,  I  cannot  say  that  I 
know  the  experiences  of  lesbians  from 
that  period.  I  have,  however,  walked 
down  the  street  purposefully  making 
clear  that  I  am  a  gay  person,  and  I  think 
I  know  the  feelings  of  pride  and  defi- 
ance that  are  described  by  Ms  Nestle. 
I  sometimes  sense  from  "politically 
correct"  gay  friends  of  mine  that  gay 
people  are  obliged  to  live  a  normalcy 
which  will  make  us  acceptable  to  the 
straight  world,  that  acting  like  they  do 


will  entitle  us  to  this  acceptance,  even  if 
we  do  sleep  with  the  wrong  people.  If 
this  were  true,  we  never  would  have 
been  unaccepted  in  the  first  place.  Gay 
people  have  a  rich  heritage  of  wilful 
nonconformity  and  mockery  of  a  soci- 
ety which  oppresses  us,  a  heritage  which 
deserves  positive  regard. 

Ms  Nestle  describes  and  defends  her 
part  of  this  heritage  beautifully.  It  is 
ironic  that  a  group  of  people  ridden 
with  its  culture's  scorn  for  choosing  to 
be  different  as  we  are  should  so  authori- 
tarianly  condemn  its  own  for  not  being 
different  the  right  way.  "Butch/fem"  is 
a  refreshing  attack  on  social  tyranny  by 
the  socially  oppressed. 

David  Mashni 

Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 


Social  carnage 


We  commend  Mr  Bruner  for  his  well- 
researched  and  comprehensive  report, 
"Out  of  the  Closet:  Study  of  Relations 
Between  the  Homosexual  Community 
and  the  Police." 

Our  one  criticism  of  the  report  is 
with  recommendation  15:  "That  gay 
community  leaders,  particularly  in  the 
business  sector,  take  the  initiative  in  see- 
ing that  suitable  social  services  are  pro- 
vided for  the  care  and  guidance  of 
.homeless  gay  youth." 

We  are  the  organization  that  attempt- 
ed to  operate  the  first  gay  group  home 
in  Canada.  We  were  prohibited  from 
carrying  on  after  two  years  by  Queen's 
Park.  All  parties  to  that  confrontation 
agreed  that  the  service  was  desperately 
needed,  but  Queen's  Park  insisted  that 
there  was  something  wrong  with  "gays 
helping  gays"  and  drove  the  group 
home,  Tri-Aid  House,  into  insolvency. 
The  plight  of  gay  youth  is  indeed  a  des- 
perate one,  but  with  Queen's  Park's  in- 
transigent attitude  toward  homosexuals, 
the  social  carnage  among  oiir  young 
people  can  only  continue. 

Mr  Bruner  should  have  laid  this  rec- 
ommendation at  the  feet  of  the  govern- 
ment and  society  at  large.  We  did  our 
best  and  suffered  mightily  for  it. 
Doug  Chin,  President 
The  Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation 
Toronto 


Patent  pending 


Having  been  a  friend  of  Gay  Bell's  for 
many  years  and  having  worked  with  her 
for  the  same,  it  saddens  me  to  be 
writing  this  letter.  However,  in  the 
interest  of  setting  the  record  —  and  Ms 
Bell  —  straight  (so  to  speak),  I  feel  I 
have  been  left  no  choice  but  to  correct 
some  misinformation  that  was  put  forth 
in  TBP's  interview:  "Gay  Bell,  Not  Just 
Clowning  Around,"  concerning  the  per- 
formance piece,  Pink  Triangle  Tears 
(TBP  June). 

Pink  Triangle  Tears  was  workshopped 
(this  is  theatre  talk  for  getting  stoned  or 
drunk  and  putting  oneself  in  a  situation 
—  the  bath  raids  in  this  case  —  and  im- 
provising and  then  recording  what 
works  and  discarding  what  doesn't).  It 
is  the.essence  of  feminism  to  give  one's 
sister  credit  for  her  work,  a  fact  that 
Gay  Bell  is  ignorant  of. 

Anyone  I  have  talked  with  who 
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"We  have  a  rich  heritage  of 

nonconformity  and  mockery  of  a  society 

which  oppresses  us.  Joan  Nestle  defends  her  part 

of  this  heritage  beautifully. . . " 


wasn't  directly  involved  with  Pink 
Triangle  Tears  is  surprised  to  find  out 
that  it  was  written  by  both  myself  and 
Gay.  As  an  artist,  I  refuse  to  get  ripped 
off  for  my  work.  Lack  of  acknowledge- 
ment is  far  too  commonplace  in  our  so- 
ciety and  it  is  time  it  was  spoken  to. 

I  have  hesitated  many  times  in  writing 
this  letter,  feeling  that  such  a  venue  for 
retribution  was  far  below  me.  I  felt  that 
talking  it  over  with  Gay  would  be  far 
more  productive.  After  having  talked 
with  her  several  times  and  since  seeing 
much  the  same  misinformation  put 
forth  in  Fireweed  (no  10),  I  have  come 
to  the  shocking  conclusion  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  Ms  Bell  to  further  perpe- 
trate this  misconception. 

I  am  a  political  performer,  my  dedica- 
tion to  the  liberation  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  is  absolute.  I  will  not  stop,  not  un- 
til the  powers  that  be  silence  me.  It  is 
not  my  only  intention  to  gain  a  public 
image  by  doing  so,  but  far  be  it  from 
me  to  deny  that  such  an  intention  exists. 

Marcia  Cannon 
Toronto 

• 
Marcia  is  quite  right,  and  I  thank  her 
for  giving  me  this  opportunity  to  say 
how  much  I  appreciated  her  work  in 
writing  and  acting  in  Pink  Triangle 
Tears,  as  well  as  in  previous  work  which 
we  did  together. 

I  was  not  trying  at  any  time  to  avoid 
crediting  Marcia.  I'm  sorry  to  have 
made  such  an  omission. 

I  also  wish  to  acknowledge  the  crea- 
tive assistance  of  Leslie  Yost,  Keltie 
Creed,  Anne  Quigley  and  Sim  Robi- 
taille.  In  future,  I  plan  to  make  a  writ- 
ten contract  with  those  with  whom  I 
undertake  a  piece,  so  that  all  points  of 
who  did  what,  how  it  is  billed  and  how 
it  is  spoken  of  are  covered  in  advance. 
Gay  Bell 
Toronto 

Classifieds 

I  wish  to  comment  on  the  rather  smug, 
patronizing  and  flippant  nonsense 
penned  by  Peter  Bowen  in  October's 
"Taking  Issue." 

The  letter  which  I  wrote  was  one  of 
concern  regarding  racism,  ageism  and 
closetry.  It  was  intended  as  an  exercise 
in  communal  self-criticism  and  self-ana- 
lysis. I  had  dared  hope  that  we,  as  a 
community,  might  possibly  re-examine 
some  of  our  thoughts  and  actions. 

Peter's  opening  snipe,  "but  perhaps 
John  would  be  good  enough  to  tell  us 
who  the  hell  he  thinks  he  is?"  is  full  of 
pompous,  self-important  indignation. 
Well,  Peter,  I  am  someone  who  feels 
quite  capable  of  talking  about  racism.  I 
am  a  member  of  Amnesty  International, 
Campaign  for  the  Abolition  of  Torture 
and  the  African  National  Congress.  I 
am  also  an  admirer  of  Julius  Nyerere 
and  Chama  Cha  Mapinduzi.  As  a  sup- 
porter of  Robert  Mugabe's  ZANU-PJ-  in 
Zimbabwe,  I  worked  for  the  guerrillas 
during  the  war  against  what  was  then 
"Good  old  Smithie's"  Rhodesia.  While 
in  Suid-Afrika,  my  colour  was  changed 
overnight  from  "White"  (first  classfto 
"Asian"  (third  class). 

Most  of  my  letter,  if  not  all,  I  believe 
you  understood  perfectly  well,  Peter, 


but,  in  a  churlish,  petty  mood,  pre- 
ferred to  misunderstand.  The  comment 
about  "small-1  liberals"  is  certainly  one 
example  which  most,  and  obviously 
you,  understand. 

Your  use  of  the  word  "ladies"  and 
ensuing  comments  with  all  their  tongue- 
in-cheek  flippancy  certainly  supports 
my  statements  about  patronizing  and 
condescending  comments  and  attitudes. 

One  line  completely  threw  me.  "I 
have  some  OFF  (overtly  faggy  fag) 
friends,  it's  true,  whom  I  wouldn't  be 
seen  dead  with  in  certain  places."  What 
dismal  definition  of  "friend"  do  you 
adhere  to?  I  think  that  most  of  us  love 
our  friends.  If  I  am  "an  inquisitor 
searching  for  possible  heresies,"  the 
Grand  Inquisitor  of  Howard  Street 
sentences  you  to  the  fire  for  the  crime  of 
despoiling  the  concept  of  friendship  — 
no  appeal. 

I'll  bet  you  know  what  "stuffy,  dis- 
approving, small-town-Ontario-50s- 
Protestant"  means,  Peter.  You  said  you 
were  there  and  you  convey  it  so  well. 
Stop  acting  like  a  frustrated  8-year-old 
throwing  rocks  at  whatever  disturbs 
your  narrow  little  mind. 

John  Yorke 

Grand  Inquisitor  of  Howard  Street 

Toronto 

• 
While  I  agree  with  Peter  Bowen  (Taking 
Issue,  "So  what's  wrong  with  discrimin- 
ation?", October  TBP)  that  people  have 
the  right  to  be  selective,  careful,  dis- 
cerning, choosy,  fetishistic,  fussy  — 
tasteful,  even  —  about  the  individuals 
they  take  to  their  beds,  unfortunately  I 
can't  agree  that  they  should  be 
discriminatory. 

Whatever  the  Oxford  dictionary  says, 
the  word  "discrimination,"  in  the  1980s 
in  North  America,  is  normally  used  — 
except  by  wine  snobs  —  to  refer  to  at- 
titudes and  practices  based  on  preju- 
dice, bigotry  and  stereotypes.  I  am  as 
staunch  a  defender  of  purity  of  lan- 
guage as  you  are  likely  to  find,  but 
when  a  word  takes  on  a  precise  or  spe- 
cialized meaning  —  "gay"  is  an  exam- 
ple that  comes  to  mind  —  and  when 
there  are  lots  of  other  perfectly  good 
words  to  replace  it  in  other  contexts, 
then  it  is  simply  reactionary  to  insist  on 
the  old  meanings. 

John  Yorke' s  letter  in  the  June  TBP, 
which  set  off  Peter's  ruminations, 
would  appear  to  be  based  on  a  percep- 
tion that  advertisers  seeking  "Friends" 
are  somewhat  crippled  by  stereotypes.  I 
don't  think  he  meant  to  suggest  (heaven 
forfend)  that  P^ter  set  up  an  affirmative 
action  program  in  selecting  his  friends, 
nor  that  he  be  completely  promiscuous 
(another  good  old  word  that  doesn't 
mean  what  it  used  to).  Can  we  call  it  a 
draw  and  agree  that  while  we  are  free  to 
choose  our  companions,  it's  too  bad  we 
have  so  many  hang-ups? 
Linda  Poirier 
Cumberland,  Ont 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Sen, I  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP,  Box  728V. 
Station  A.  Toronto.  ONM5W  1X9.  tellers 
selected  [or  publication  may  he  edited  for 
length.  Submissions  intended  for  our  Hiking 
Issue  column  should  be  marked  us  such;  try 
lo  limit  your  submission  to  1 .0(H)  words 


Chivalry  Lives 


David  Sereda 

(If  you're  not  gay,  you  can  change  the  pronouns.) 


available  now  at  discerning  stores,  or  directly  from: 

ROCKY  WEDNESDAY  RECORDS/Box  4948/ 

Vancouver,  BC/V6B  3W2  (Canada) 

send  cheque/money  order  for  $10  (includes  tax, 

postage  &  handling) 


, 


Peter 
Brown 
Travel 


^VT* 


Ohm 


On  time  relaxed  and  confident, 

knowing  your  travel  plans 

have  been  taken  care  of 

by  experts. 
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The  Rising  Sun 


Stephen  Litowitz 

(416)368-1410,368-2380 


Kimona  HaoiiUkiyo-e 

368  Queen  Street  East,  Toronto  MSA  1T1,  Ontario 


The  Tory  three-step 


We  could  call  it  the  Bill  Davis /Frank  Drea  special.  It's  the  government  of 
Ontario's  three-step  policy  for  dealing  with  Toronto's  transient  gay  youth. 
It  goes  like  this:  marginalize,  criminalize,  institutionalize. 

First,  the  provincial  government  ensures  that  a  modest  gay  youth  group 
home  initiated  by  some  members  of  the  gay  community  won't  succeed.  It 
sets  impossibly  high  standards  and  clinical  requirements  that  guarantee  the 
refusal  of  a  licence.  Then,  it  refuses  to  set  up  its  own  residential  services, 
despite  an  almost  unanimous  agreement  about  the  urgency  of  the  need. 

Next,  the  government  waits  a  full  year  before  finally  launching  a  study 
into  the  broader  problems  faced  by  gay  youth  and  then  sits  on  the  report 
for  months.  By  providing  no  alternatives  in  housing,  employment  or 
counselling,  the  government  virtually  guaranteed  that  transient  gay  youth 
will  stay  on  the  street.  Into  this  vacuum  step  the  police,  who  start  slapping 
criminal  charges  on  teenagers.  Will  jail  sentences  be  next? 

The  government  allows  an  uninformed  Minister  of  Community  and 
Social  Services,  suffering  from  foot-in-the-mouth  disease,  to  formulate  ad 
hoc  policy  in  response  to  questions  from  the  Toronto  Sun. 

Meanwhile,  the  adult  gay  community  stands  to  one  side,  fearful  of 
getting  too  deeply  involved.  Gay  counsellors,  just  by  dispensing  positive 
information  about  gay  sex  to  youth  under  21,  face  possible  charges  of 
contributing  to  the  delinquency  of  a  minor  or  counselling  to  commit  a 
criminal  offence.  The  effect,  ta.say  the  least,  is  chilling. 

This  cycle  of  human  lives  wasted  is  as  vicious  as  it  is  unnecessary.  It  is 
the  youth  of  our  community  who  are  suffering. 


Lawyers  and  politics 


The  final  significance  of  the  guilty  plea  in  the  Roman's  II  bath  trial  which 
resulted  in  the  absolute  discharge  of  one  "keeper"  and  the  dropping  of 
charges  against  the  others,  will  not  be  clear  until  the  found-ins  have  come 
to  trial. 

What  is  clear  is  that  guilty  pleas,  no  matter  what  their  result,  are  no 
Solution  to  the  legal  harassment  which  our  community  is  facing.  A  guilty 
plea  only  legitimizes  the  vague  and  antiquated  bawdyhouse  law  presently 
being  used  against  us  by  the  police.  We  have  challenged  that  law  in  the 
streets.  We  must  be  willing  to  do  it  in  the  courts  as  well. 

Those  who  are  still  facing  found-in  charges  should  take  special,  note.  A 
guilty  plea  could  still  end  in  a  criminal  record.  It  could  also  implicate 
others.  It  could  make  it  easier  for  more  raids  to  take  place. 

When  fighting  back  in  the  courts,  we  need  to  employ  lawyers  as  a  guide 
through  the  maze  of  procedures  that  a  legal  defence  entails.  To  a  certain 
extent  we  must  trust  their  expertise.  But  we  must  also  be  prepared  to  take 
responsibility  for  our  own  lives.  To  plead  guilty  or  not  is  a  political,  not  a 
legal  decision.  Lawyers  are  paid  for  their  legal,  not  their  political  advice. 
They  must  be  instructed  to  work  within  the  principles  which  we  lay  down. 
That  is  the  only  way  we  are  going  to  stop  use  of  the  bawdyhouse  laws 
against  the  baths. 

It  is  not  criminal  to  go  to  or  work  in  a  gay  bath.  And  under  no 
conditions  should  we  consent  to  say  that  it  is. 


Retiring  the  city  debt 


Straights  are  lucky.  They  never  get  themselves  arrested  for  washroom  sex. 

Of  course,  it  costs  everyone  —  gays  included  —  a  pile  of  moola  to  keep 
the  hets  out  of  toilet  trouble.  Separate  washrooms  do  the  trick,  with  the 
result  that  we  have  double  the  Johns  we  need.  At  double  the  cost.  Until 
straights  can  be  properly  toilet  trained,  everyone  —  gays  included  —  has  to 
go  on  footing  the  bill  for  tandem  plumbing. 

Unisex  washrooms  could  be  a  rich  source  of  civic  revenue.  Is  City  Hall 
eager  to  retire  the  debt?  It  could  start  by  trying  just  one  unisex  toilet  on  the 
subway  line  —  Bloor-Yonge  station  to  maximize  patronage  —  and  it  would 
pay  for  itself  in  a  week. 

Staff  it  with  hidden  cops  —  all  gay.  Whammo.  The  police  could  be  nab- 
bing offending  hets  in  pairs  around  the  clock.  It  would  be  a  bonanza  time 
in  the  courts.  Twin  lines  of  booked  straights  would  fill  the  hallways.  The 
corridors  would  look  like  the  gangplank  to  Noah's  ark.  As  the  fines  rolled 
in,  two-gender  toilets  could  open  all  along  the  subway. 

Utopian?  Visionary?  Well,  maybe.  But  as  things  stand  now,  gays  pay  for 
separate  washrooms  whose  sole  purpose  is  to  keep  straights  from  the  pit- 
falls of  toilet  sex. 

As  we  said:  straights  are  lucky. D 
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Homeless  youths  face  a  tough  winter;  government  says  no  to  gay  group  homes 

Street  kids:  nobody's  priority? 


TORONTO  —  Jimmy  is  17,  gay 
and  a  street  hustler.  He  gets  paid 
to  have  sex  with  men. 
Jimmy  lives  in  downtown  Tor- 
onto but  has  no  fixed  address. 
Sometimes  he  stays  at  a  youth  hostel,  oc- 
casionally he  spends  the  night  with  a 
well-paying  stranger.  On  warm  summer 
nights  he  even  sleeps  outdoors,  but  it's 
not  very  warm  outside  .these  days. 

Jimmy  doesn't  have  a  regular  job.  But 
when  he  needs  cash,  he  knows  how  to 
earn  it.  Hustling's  not  bad  money  —  $40 
an  hour,  if  you're  good  at  it. 

Last  week,  the  police  arrested  Jimmy 
for  soliciting  and  he  faces  a  criminal  con- 
viction. Now  Jimmy  doesn't  even  have  a 
source  of  income;  he's  afraid  to  turn  a 
trick  because  the  cops  might  nab  him 
again. 

Jimmy  is  in  a  Catch-22  situation.  He 
feels,  by  turns,  embarrassed  at  having 
been  arrested,  angry  at  the  unfairness  of 
it  all,  depressed  by  his  powerlessness  and 
—  increasingly  —  desperate. 

Jimmy  is  just  one  of  an  estimated  200 
young  men,  ranging  in  age  from  15  to  20 
years,  who  are  involved  in  hustling  along 
Yonge  Street  and  adjacent  streets  like 
Breadalbane  and  Grosvenor.  Some  are 
kids  from  the  suburbs  who  come  down- 
town occasionally  and  can't  pass  up  an 
offer  of  easy  money.'  For  them  it's  mostly 
a  lark,  and  an  exciting  one. 

For  a  growing  number  of  others,  how- 
ever, it  isn't  such  a  lark.  They  are  teen- 
agers who  have  got  caught  tip  in  a  way  of 
life  with  diminishing  rewards  and  in- 
creasing dangers.  It's  a  way  of  life  where 
youth  and  good  looks  are  the  only  cur- 
rency of  exchange.  When  that  runs  out, 
it's  drug  dealing;  perhaps,  or  stealing  — 
a  downward  spiral  of  petty  crime  inter- 
spersed with  stays  in  jail  or  detention 
homes. 

These  are  the  city's  "runaway  and 
throwaway  youth."  Most  of  these  kids 
are  gay,  many  have  been  kicked  out  of 
home  for  being  gay.  They  face  a  bewil- 
dering array  of  problems  in  the  down- 
town Toronto  of  1981  and  they  have  no 
place  to  turn  for  help. 

"The  most  visible  of  all  the  problems 
is  housing,"  says  Tony  Canes,  youth 
worker  at  Inner  City  Youth  Project,  a 
street  agency  located  near  the  neon-lit 
"strip"  at  Dundas  and  Yonge  Streets. 

"There  is  a  need  for  gay  adolescents 
and  gay  youths  in  crisis  to  have  a  place  to 
be,"  says  Rick  Stubbert,  programme 
manager  of  Mercury  Youth  Services,  a 
walk-in  clinic  and  community  mental 
health  centre  on  Spadina  Avenue.  "It's 
an  established  need  that  can't  be 
denied." 

Representatives  of  downtown  social 
service  agencies  recently  attended  a  spe- 
cial meeting  to  discuss  the  problems  of 
"displaced  youth."  Speaker  after  speak- 
er around  the  room  complained  that  they 
had  no  place  to  refer  kids  either  for 
short-term  crisis  housing  or  for  perma- 
nent housing. 

Even  Arnold  Bruner,  in  his  report  on 
gay /police  relations,  specifically  recom- 
mended that  "suitable  social  services"  be 
"provided  for  the  care  and  guidance  of 
homeless  gay  youth." 

What  does  the  Ministry  of  Community 
and  Social  Services  plan  to  do  about  the 
situation?  Let's  listen  to  the  latest  policy 


statement  on  gay  youth  homes  from  no 
less  than  the  Minister  himself: 

"It  ain't  going  to  happen." 

So  said  Frank  Drea  October  26  in 
response  to  a  reporter's  question  about 
the  government's  plans  to  implement  the 
recommendation  of  a  yet-unreleased 
study  of  the  problems  and  needs  of  gay 
youth.  The  surfacing  of  this  secret  report 
has  brought  the  issue  of  social  services 
for  gay  youth  into  prominence  once 
again.  It  renews  the  battle  for  residental 
care  for  gay  teenagers  and  highlights  the 
neglect  of  a  ministry  more  concerned 
with  avoiding  political  controversy  than 
serving  the  needs  of  young  people. 

The  situation  first  came  to  the  public 
eye  in  1979.  A  gay  organization  called 
Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation  had  been 
trying  for  two  years  to  get  a  gay  group 
home  registered  under  the  Children's 
Boarding  Homes  Act.  Registration 
would  have  allowed  Tri-Aid  to  accept 
referrals  from  other  agencies  and  qualify 
for  government  funding  for  youths 
placed  in  its  care. 

Tri-Aid  House,  the  brain-child  of 
social  worker  and  community  activist 
Doug  Chin,  was  refused  registration  in 
early  1979.  Chin  appealed  the  decision. 
After  hearing  several  days  of  testimony 
from  expert  witnesses,  a  government 
board  upheld  the  original  refusal. 

"The  staff  of  Tri-Aid  House,"  read 
the  board's  September  1979  decision, 
"were  not  sufficiently  or  appropriately 
qualified  to  offer  residental  care  to 
young  people  who  are  experiencing,  or 
appear  to  be  experiencing,  problems  in 
their  sexual  orientation."  The  review 
board  went  on  to  say,  however,  that 
"there  is  a  great  need  for  more  and 
better  services." 


The  government's  expert  witnesses  at 
the  hearings  were  convinced  that  any 
facility  for  gay  youth  had  to  be  in  a  clini- 
cal setting,  with  a  battery  of  professional 
counsellors,  psychologists  and  psychia- 
trists on  hand.  To  them,  homosexuality 
was  a  sickness  from  which  young  people 
must  be  rescued. 

Tri-Aid,  a  small  volunteer  group  of 
private  gay  citizens  with  good  intentions, 
was  expected  to  conform  to  standards  of 
excellence  possible  only  in  a  heavily- 
funded,  fully-staffed  facility.  Tri-Aid  was 
merely  a  private  boarding  house  trying  to 
get  government  funding  to  help  it  do  its 
work.  There  were  sufficient  weaknesses 
in  the  Tri-Aid  set-up  to  give  its  op- 
ponents more  than  enough  ammunition 
to  shoot  it  down. 

Behind  government  objections  to  Tri- 
Aid  lay  the  fear  that  gay  workers  would 
convert  or  proseletyze  reluctant  or  con- 
fused youth  into  an  unacceptable  sexual 
orientation  and  lifestyle.  But,  as  Tri-Aid 
stated  in  one  of  its  briefs,  the  problems 
of  gay  youth  are  not  ones  of  heterosex- 
uality  and  homosexuality:  "The  struggle 
faced  by  most  of  our  residents  is  that  of 
family  rejection,  agency  rejection,  peer 
group  hostility,  legal  entanglements  and 
sodal  condemnation . ' ' 

And  that's  what  social  workers  and 
street  workers  who  come  in  contact  with 
transient  gay  youth  and  street  hustlers 
have  been  saying  for  several  years  now. 
In  the  words  of  gay  activist  and  lawyer 
Peter  Maloney,  who  has  studied  the 
problem  in  detail,  "Street  hustling  seems 
to  be  intimately  and  directly  linked  to  the 
process  of  growing  up  gay"  for  some 
young  men.  "For  the  individual  in- 
volved, it  may  be  a  route  to  homosexual- 
ity which  causes  a  great  deal  of  damage 
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to  the  hustler  in  the  process  of  arriving  at 
his  ultimate  goal." 

Youth  worker  Tony  Canes  agrees  that 
hustling  is  a  transitional  stage  for  many 
youth  who  end  up  on  the  street.  How- 
ever, circumstances  get  them  locked  into 
it  as  a  means  of  survival.  "It's  easier  to 
hustle  than  to  get  a  legitimate  job,"  says 
Canes.  He  estimates  that  up  to  70  per- 
cent of  the  kids  on  the  street  are  gay.  The 
other  30  percent  are  what  he  calls 
"straight  hustlers,"  for  whom  taking 
money  for  sex  with  men  is  simply  the 
easiest  way  to  make  a  buck.  But  life 
becomes  increasingly  difficult  for  such 
youth.  "They  begin  to  hate  themselves 
and  take  it  out  on  who  they  think  are  the 
cause,"  he  says. 

For  the  straight  hustlers,  this  means  — 
besides  alcohol  and  drug  abuse  —  rolling 
or  beating  up  a  trick.  For  the  gay  hus- 
tlers, the  reaction  is  usually  different. 
Their  hatred  gets  turned  inward  and  can 
lead  to  depression  and  eventual  suicide. 

Canes  says  that  about  a  third  of  the 
kids  he  sees  have  had  to  leave  home 
because  their  parents  couldn't  deal  with 
their  gayness.  Many  kids  have  already 
been  involved  with  social  service  agen- 
cies. "They've  been  through  the  mill  and 
don't  trust  social  workers,"  he  says. 
Many  leave  home  in  a  hurry  and  don't 
possess  any  ID. 

Rick  Stubbert  says  Mercury  Youth 
Services  sees  a  lot  of  gay  clients  these 
days.  Most  are  between  the  ages  of  16 
and  18,  although  some  are  as  young  as 
15.  Most  of  them,  he  says,  show  up  only 
"because  other  gay  clients  drag  them 
here."  Stubbert  says  his  clinic  isn't  really 
qualified  to  deal  with  these  kids,  especial- 
ly when  their  most  pressing  needs  are 
food,  clothing  and  shelter.  "Most  of 
them  are  terrified  of  the  front-line 
hostels,"  he  says. 

Stubbert  is  seeing  more  gay  youth  all 
the  time.  "If  it  keeps  up,"  he  says,  "I'm 
going  to  have  the  entire  Manatee  in  my 
office."  (The  Manatee  is  an  unlicensed 
disco  popular  with  young  gays.) 

Does  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services  have  a  policy  on  gay 
youth?  No  one  is  saying  at  the  moment. 
According  to  one  social  worker,  the 
secret  report  which  prompted  Drea's  flat 
response  was  commissioned  to  help  the 
government  establish  such  a  policy.  The 
twelve-member  committee,  composed  of 
representatives  of  youth  agencies  in  the 
city,  began  its  study  in  September  1980, 
almost  a  year  after  Tri- Aid's  appeal  was 
denied,  and  submitted  a  report  in  March 
1981 .  Although  it  has  been  discussed  at 
various  levels  of  the  ministry,  few  people 
within  the  social  services  network  in 
Toronto  are  aware  of  it. 

Minister  Frank  Drea's  knee-jerk  re- 
sponse may  spell  bad  news  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  group  home.  "The  leak  has 
screwed  the  residental  programme,"  one 
committee  member  said.  Drea's  com- 
ment, he  said,  is  ''another  off-the-cuff 
policy  statement  that  he  is  a  master  of. 
It's  irresponsible  for  him  to  say  some- 
thing about  a  report  he  hasn't  read." 

At  this  point  the  Catholic  Church 
enters  the  picture. 

Emmett  Cardinal  Carter  announced 
October  15  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  Toronto  is  launching  a 
continued  on  page  1 1 
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Judge  strikes  down 
indecent  assault  law 

WINNIPEG  —  A  lawyer's  challenge  to 
the  indecent  assault  provisions  of  the 
Criminal  Code  on  the  grounds  that  they 
contravene  the  Canadian  Bill  of  Rights 
has  been  upheld  by  a  provincial  court 
judge  in  a  precedent-setting  case. 

Lawyer  Michael  Skremetka  argued 
his  case  during  a  preliminary  hearing 
last  July  for  a  client  charged  with  six 
counts  of  indecent  assault  on  a  male. 
Skremetka  asked  for  an  order  of  pro- 
hibition, arguing  that  the  wording  of 
section  156,  "every  male  person  who  in- 
decently assaults  another  male  person  is 
guilty  of  an  indictable  offence..."  is  in 
clear  violation  of  the  Bill,  which  prohib- 
its discrimination  based  on  sex.  The 
argument  succeeded,  and  Provincial 
Court  Judge  Scott  Wright  ruled  that  the 
"indecent  assault  male"  portion  of  sec- 
tion 156  was  inoperative. 

The  Crown  appealed  the  decision, 
and  the  Manitoba  Court  of  Appeal  will 
rule  on  the  matter  November  17.  Mean- 
while, a  Canadian  Press  wire  story  has 
reported  that  the  provincial  Attorney 
General's  office  has  stopped  laying 
charges  under  that  section,  pending  the 
outcome  of  the  appeal. 

In  his  argument,  Skremetka  pointed 
out  that  the  Criminal  Code  further  dis- 
criminates through  discrepancies  be- 
tween the  sections  on  indecent  assault 
male  and  indecent  assault  female.  The 
section  dealing  with  women  states 
"everyone  who  indecently  assaults  a  fe- 
male is  guilty  of  an  indictable 
offence..."  and  provides  a  maximum 
penalty  of  five  years.  The  equivalent 
section  for  men  refers  specifically  to 
men  indecently  assaulting  other  men, 
and  carries  a  maximum  term  of  10 
years. 

Skremetka  says  this  means  the  Code 
clearly  considers  indecent  assault  by 
men  against  men  more  serious  than 
assault  against  women.  He  further  ar- 
gued that  the  wording  of  section  156 
makes  it  technically  impossible  for  a 
woman  to  be  charged  with  indecent  as- 
sault against  a  male. 

Meanwhile,  the  accused  has  lost  his 
job  at  the  Winnipeg  Health  Sciences 
Centre.  He  has  appealed  the  dismissal, 
but  a  union  arbitration  board  will  not 
be  set  up  to  consider  the  matter  until 
after  the  Appeal  Court's  decision. 

Even  then,  either  Skremetka  or  the 
Crown  could  take  the  matter  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  If  Judge 
Wright's  decision  is  upheld,  the  case 
will  set  an  important  precedent  which 
could  prevent  police  from  using  inde- 
cent assault  laws  to  entrap  gay  men  in 
parks  and  washrooms. 

Robert  TrowD 

Ad  to  urge  bawdy-law  repeal 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee 
(RTPC)  is  coordinating  a  national  effort 
to  call  for  the  repeal  of  the  bawdyhouse 
laws  by  publicizing  the  demand  in  a  full- 
page  ad  in  the  national  edition  of  The 
Globe  and  Mail.  The  ad  will  be  paid  for 
by  the  hundreds  of  people  who  will  pay 
$10  each  for  the  privilege  of  having  their 
names  appear  in  the  advertisement. 

"The  ad  is  a  means  of  reaching  out  to 
thousands  of  people  outside  the  gay 
community,"  said  Tim  McCaskell  of  the 
RTPC.  "Gay  people  are,  of  course, 
welcome  to  sign  too,  but  if  the  cam- 
paign is  to  be  a  success  we  have  to  reach 
beyond  our  own  community.  We 


haven't  done  a  good  job  of  organizing 
our  straight  support.  The  ad  gives  them 
a  concrete  public  way  to  show  where 
they  stand." 

Gay  organizations  across  the  country 
are  distributing  copies  of  a  special  RTPC 
publication  which  explains  the  issues 
and  contains  the  text  of  the  ad.  Sup- 
porters are  asked  to  send  a  donation 
and  their  names  and  addresses  to  the 
Privacy  Ad  Campaign,  730  Bathurst  St, 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  9Z9.D 

University  group  passes  test 

WINDSOR  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Students  on  Campus  (LGSOC)  has 
received  offical  recognition  from  the 
Students'  Council  of  the  University  of 
Windsor  —  despite  an  attempt  to  block 
that  move  by  enforcing  a  regulation  re- 
quiring campus  groups  to  list  the  stu- 
dent numbers  of  their  members.  The 
organization  will  be  allowed  to  continue 
holding  meetings  at  no  charge  in  the 
University  Centre  building. 

Last  year  the  president  of  the  • 
students'  council  and  representatives  of 
the  Engineering  Society  attempted  to 
revoke  LGSOC's  charter,  claiming  that 
its  members  were  not  students  and  that 
it  didn't  serve  the  interests  of  the  stu- 
dent body.  They  were  successful  in  pass- 
ing the  resolution  requiring  every  cam- 
pus group  to  identify  its  members. 

Since  most  of  the  members  of  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Students  on  Campus  were 
still  in  the  process  of  coming  out,  the 
group  was  able  to  meet  this  requirement 
only  with  the  assistance  of  several 
straight  supporters,  including  one 
students'  council  member,  who  publicly 
joined  the  group  in  support. 

This  year,  however,  when  the 
Engineering  representative  opposed  the 
group's  ratification  after  its  member- 
ship list  had  been  tabled,  students' 
council  leaders  quickly  condemned  his 
attitude  and  his  motion  failed  for  lack 
of  a  seconder. 

Frank  Butler,  outgoing  president  of 
LGSOC,  is  optimistic  about  future  rela- 
tions with  the  council.  "Even  though 
it's  a  hassle  finding  people  willing  to  let 
us  use  their  student  numbers,  the  new 
students'  council  is  giving  us  far  more 
support  than  last  year's.  Now  we  can 
stop  fighting  to  exist  and  start  growing 
again." 

Jim  Monk 

National  conference  set  for  '82 

TORONTO  —  Pedophilia,  porn- 
ography, public  sex  and  S&M  are  among 
topics  proposed  for  discussion  at 
Canada's  ninth  national  conference  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  to  be  held  in 
Toronto  June  26  to  July  5,  1982. 

The  proposal,  presented  by  Ontario 
activists  Jim  Monk  (Windsor)  and  Chris 
Bearchell  (Toronto)  to  the  October 
meeting  of  the  Toronto  Gay  Commu- 
nity Council,  described  the  widespread 
desire  the  authors  encountered  across 
the  country  for  such  a  national  event. 
"This  will  be  the  first  time  in  almost  a 
decade  that  the  movement  has  gone  two 
years  without  a  conference,"  explained 
Monk,  "and  a  lot  has  happened  in  that 
two  years." 

Discussion  of  the  report  centred  on 
the  need  to  make  the  gathering  a  social 
and  cultural  success,  as  well  as  a  forum 
for  the  exchange  of  political  views  and 
experiences.  Major  topics  suggested  for 
the  agenda  included:  the  bawdyhouse 
laws  and  the  bath  raids,  rural  and  small 
town  organizing,  the  gay  rights  move- 
ment in  Quebec,  children's  sexuality 


Picking  up  good  vibes:  Baggage  handlers  at  Calgary  International  Airport  were  sent  scrambl- 
ing for  cover  recently  when  a  suitcase  in  the  baggage-claim  area  suddenly  began  humming. 

The  area  was  cleared  and  the  bomb-squad  called  out.  When  the  offending  suitcase  was 
opened,  red-faced  bomb-disposal  experts  discovered  a  battery-operated  personal  vibrator, 
reportedly  so  large  that,  when  it  accidently  began  operating,  it  had  set  the  bag  bouncing. 

'  'Nobody  panicked, ' '  said  airport  general  manager  Larry  Legros  afterward.  "This  type  of 
thing  happens  from  time  to  time. '  '□ 


and  the  public  schools,  ghetto  politics, 
the  "Moral  Majority"  in  Canada,  and 
developing  communications  and  sup- 
port networks  across  the  country. 

Philip  Fotheringham  and  Jim  Monk 
have  agreed  to  serve  as  international 
and  Canadian  liaison  for  the  con- 
ference. Fotheringham  told  the  Council, 
"Two  weeks  after  our  gathering  there 
will  be  a  conference  of  the  International 
Gay  Association  in  Washington.  I  am 
hoping  that  many  people  visiting  North 
America  for  the  IGA  conference  will 
decide  to  come  to  ours  as  well." 

A  controversy  arose  during  the 
meeting  over  Bearchell's  proposal  for 
individual  debates  on  issues  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  the  community  these 
days:  pedophilia,  pornography,  public 
sex  and  S&M.  John  Burt  of  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee  questioned  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  have  the  con- 
ference discuss  what  unites  us  as  a 
movement  rather  than  divisive  issues  on 
which  there  is  no  consensus.  Others 
wanted  to  see  such  matters  examined  in 
open  debate. 

"As  long  as  participants  are  not  asked 
to  take  official  positions  on  these  ques- 


HUMAN  RIGHTS 


East  beats  West 
in  Commission  poll 

OTTAWA  —  A  poll  conducted  on 
behalf  of  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Commission  (CHRC)  indicates  that  a 
minority  of  Canadians  favour  the  inclu- 
sion of  sexual  orientation  in  the  pro- 
posed constitutional  charter  of  rights. 

The  poll,  conducted  last  June, 
showed  that,  of  1,960  adults  surveyed, 
only  32%  favour  specific  protection  for 
gay  women  and  men  in  the  charter,  with 
60°7o  against,  7%  unsure  and  1%  refus- 
ing to  answer. 

Respondents  were  asked  whether  they 
favoured  constitutional  safeguards 
based  on  physical  or  mental  handicap, 
race,  religion,  alcoholism,  drug  abuse, 
criminal  record  or  sexual  orientation.  A 
majority  of  respondents  favour  inclu- 
sion of  rights  for  individuals  in  all  cate- 
gories other  than  sexual  orientation. 

In  general,  more  respondents  in  East- 
ern Canada  supported  inclusion  of  sex- 
ual orientation  than  in  the  West.  In 
Quebec,  where  such  rights  are  already 
protected  by  human  rights  legislation, 
44%  were  in  favour  of  their  inclusion  in 
the  federal  constitution. 

When  asked  to  comment  on  the 


tions,"  said  Monk,  "an  exposure  to  the 
'big  four'  can  only  result  in  better  and 
much-needed  understanding." 

New  group  forms  in  north 

FORT  FRANCES  —  A  small  band  of 
gay  men  formed  a  new  organization 
October  4  in  this  small  town  320  km 
northwest  of  Thunder  Bay.  Gays  at  Fort 
Frances  (GAFF)  has  already  run  into 
some  of  the  same  problems  that  plague 
more  established  groups  —  the  local 
paper  has  refused  to  run  an  ad  for 
GAFF  in  its  personals  columns. 

Two  members  of  Gays  of  Thunder 
Bay  (GTB)  attended  the  organizational 
meeting,  and  GTB  will  act  as  com- 
munication liaison  until  a  post  office 
box  is  rented. 

"The  organization  is  still  in  its 
infancy  stage"  says  a  spokesperson  in 
Thunder  Bay.  "It  is  encouraging  that 
GTB  is  helping  to  promote  gay  groups  in 
the  north.  Experiencing  difficulty  get- 
ting off  the  ground  is  not  unusual  for 
new  organizations,  particularly  in 
smaller  communities,  and  we  wish  them 
success."  PFD 


results  of  the  survey,  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  spokesperson  Tom 
Warner  noted  that  support  of  gay  rights 
was  not  one  of  those  things  that  can  be 
determined  by  opinion  polls.  "I  don't 
know  how  significant  one  particular 
poll  is,  so  far  as  support  is  concerned, 
but  I  was  surprised  at  the  amount  of 
support  indicated  by  earlier  polls." 

The  results  of  the  CHRC  poll  are  sig- 
nificantly different  than  those  of  earlier 
surveys.  A  1977  Gallup  poll  indicated 
that  52%  of  all  Canadians  supported 
the  extension  of  civil  rights  to  the  gay 
minority  while  32%  were  opposed. 

CPD 

Gay  rights  bid  fails  74 

TORONTO  —  "If  someone  doesn't 
have  the  money  invested,  I  don't  think 
they  have  too  much  room  to  talk  about 
who  people  should  hire,"  MPP  Jack 
Riddell  shouted,  minutes  before  fellow- 
Liberal  Sheila  Copps's  gay  rights 
amendment  to  the  proposed  new 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  was  de- 
feated 7-4. 

Debate  on  Copps's  amendment  began 
October  28,  during  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Resource  Development's 
clause-by-clause  consideration  of  Bill  7. 
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It  finished  November  4,  when  the  pro- 
posal to  add  sexual  orientation  to  the 
Code  failed. 

The  next  day  The  Globe  and  Mail 
called  Riddell's  performance  "a  service 
to  the  legislative  committee  studying  the 
proposed  new  human  rights  code  by 
illustrating,  in  a  few  ill-chosen  words, 
the  sort  of  thing  from  which  we  should 
all  be  protected."  It  went  on  to  express 
even  greater  dismay  that  the  amendment 
failed. 

Supporters  of  the  amendment  were 
NDPers  Richard  Johnston  (Scarbo- 
rough-West) and  Floyd  Laughren . 
(Nickel  Belt),  and  Liberals  Don  Boudria 
(Prescott-Russell)  and  Sheila  Copps 
(Hamilton  Centre).  In  opposition  were: 
Liberal  Jack  Riddel  and  Tories  Ross 
Stevenson  (Durham-York),  Edward 
Harvot  (Timiskaming),  Ron  McNeil 
(Elgin),  Robert  Eaton  (Middlesex), 
John  Lane  (Algoma-Manitoulin),  Jack 
Johnson  (Wellington-Dufferin-Peel). 
Committee  Chairman  Mike  Harris 
(Nipissing)  is  only  allowed  to  vote  in  the 
case  of  a  tie. 

Defeat  of  the  amendment  came  as  no 
surprise  to  anyone.  In  the  middle  of  the 
debate,  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  issued  a  press  release  predicting 
it.  CGRO  Chairperson  Jim  Monk  com- 
mented on  Copps's  speculation  that 
there  must  also  be  gay  members  of  the 
legislature.  "That's  not  just  a  fair 
assumption;  it's  a  fact,  and  not  just  for 
members  of  the  House.  There  are 
homosexual  members  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  indeed  the  Cabinet.  It  is  a 
shame  that  the  heterosexual  majority 
within  the  Davis  government  is  so  deter- 
mined to  deny  its  own  members,  as  well 
as  its  opponents  and  constituents,  ade- 
quate human  rights  protection."  The 
coalition  called  upon  the  premier  to 
follow  the  example  of  Quebec,  which 
has  afforded  gay  people  equal  protec- 
tion before  the  law  since  1977.    ■ 

Copps  was  disappointed  with 
Riddell's  role  during  the  meeting  but 
says  he  has  since  told  her  he  might  sup- 
port a  private  member's  bill  in  the 
future.  Riddell's  next  chance  to  reverse 
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Disappointed:  MPP  Sheila  Copps  at  hearing 

his  stand  will  come  when  the  committee 
of  the  whole  legislature  has  a  clause-by- 
clause  go  at  the  bill,  likely  in  early 
December.  Copps  has  vowed  to  reintro- 
duce her  amendment,  knowing  that  "at 
that  point  its  chances  are  just  about 
nil." 

Susan  Fish  (St  George),  the  only  Tory 
on  record  as  supporting  gay  rights  in  the 
Code,  attended  the  committee  meeting 
as  an  observer  to  speak  in  favour  of  in- 
clusion of  sexual  orientation  "because  it 
is  something  one  cannot  help  and  not  a 
matter  of  choice."  She  has  reaffirmed 
her  commitment  to  be  on  hand  to  vote 
for  the  ill-fated  amendment  in  the 
House. 

Hundreds  of  letters  to  individual 
MPPs,  urging  their  support  of  the 
amendment,  have  already  arrived  at 
Queen's  Park. 

Chris  BearchellG 


Recognize  gays  as  legitimate: 
Burner  Report  clears  first  hurdle 


TORONTO  —  A  city  hall  committee 
has  asked  the  Metro  Toronto  police 
chief  to  issue  a  statement  recognizing 
the  gay  community  as  a  legitimate  com- 
munity and  signaling  his  intention  to  set 
up  a  gay  awareness  programme  for 
police  recruits.  The  Neighbourhoods 
Committee  request  means  that  imple- 
mentation of  the  Bruner  Report  on  Re- 
lations Between  the  Homosexual  Com- 
munity and  the  Police  has  cleared  its 
first  hurdle. 

The  $22,500  study,  carried  out  during 
the  summer  by  law  student  and  journa- 
list Arnold  Br\iner,  looked  into  the  tense 
situation  which  developed  following  the 
February  5  police  raids  on  several 
Toronto  gay  bathhouses. 

The  Neighbourhoods  Committee,  a 
standing  committee  of  City  Council, 
heard  public  deputations  on  the  Bruner 
Report  November  3.  A  number  of  in- 
dividuals and  gay  organizations  ap- 
peared, including  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee  and  the  Lambda  Business 
Council.  Hamilton  Liberal  MPP  Sheila 
Copps,  in  a  surprise  appearance,  called 
the  Bruner  study  "One  of  the  few  sane 
notes  on  the  debate  we've  heard  to  date." 
The  report's  recommendations  were  op- 
posed by  Positive  Parents'  Stew  Newton 
and  by  two  recently  defeated  candidates 
in  the  Ward  6  aldermanic  by-election. 

Bruner  himself  led  off  discussion  by 
telling  committee  members  that  his 
report  was  "a  common-sense  call  for 
fair  play,"  and  a  "formula  for  putting 
that  fair  play  into  practice.'*  He  said 
that  recognizing  the  legitimacy  of  the 
"complex,  well-organized  and  vital  gay 
community  in  Toronto"  was  a  "key  ele- 
ment in  establishing  good  relations." 

The  Neighbourhoods  Committee  ald- 
ermen took  their  direction  from  a  brief 
presented  by  the  Gay  Community 
Council,  an  umbrella  group  represent- 
ing about  35  gay  and  lesbian  organiza- 
tions in  the  city.  MCC  pastor  Brent 
Hawkes,  spokesperson  for  the  commu- 
nity council,  said  that  police  had  to  deal 
with  the  Bruner  recommendations  first 
before  more  detailed  discussion  about 
dialogue  was  possible. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee collapsed  two  of  Bruner's  origin- 
al recommendations  into  one.  The  re- 
vised motion  asked  the  chief  of  police  to 
clarify  in  a  public  statement  that  "the 
gay  community  constitutes  a  legitimate 
community  within  Metropolitan  Toron- 
to which,  as  a  group,  is  entitled  to  the 
same  rights  as  other  minorities  and 
whose  individual  members  are  entitled 
to  the  same  respect,  service  and  protec- 
tion as  all  law-abiding  citizens." 

The  motion  goes  on  to  ask  the  Metro 
Toronto  Police  Department  to  "release 
a  statement  and  implement  a  clear  poli- 
cy that  there  will  be  no  discrimination 
against  gays  and  lesbians  in  the  police 
force  nor  with  respect  to  future  hiring 
and  promotion."  This  part  of  the  mo- 
tion replaced  a  widely  misunderstood 
recommendation  in  the  Bruner  Report 
calling  for  an  outreach  programme  to 
funnel  gay  and  lesbian  recruits  into  the 
police  force.  Both  media  and  politicians 
wrongly  interpreted  this  to  mean  an 
affirmative-action  recruitment  pro- 
gramme. The  Gay  Community  Council 
felt  that  such  an  outreach  programme 
was  unrealistic  at  the  present  time,  given 
the  clear  evidence  of  hostility  towards 
gays  both  from  senior  police  officers 
and  rank-and-file  cops. 

The  motion  also  requested  that  the 


police  chief  make  clear  the  gay  commu- 
nity is  "not  to  be  singled  out  for  special 
attention  by  the  police,"  and  that  the 
police  will  attend  gay  functions  "only 
on  request  or  by  hire  in  the  absence  of 
extraordinary  circumstances." 

A  second  recommendation,  passed 
through  the  committee  unanimously, 
called  for  a  statement  of  intent  from 
police  commission  to  establish  a  gay 
awareness  programme  for  police  re 
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cruits.  The  motion  was  reworded  slight- 
ly by  the  Gay  Community  Council  to 
make  it  clear  that  gay  people  themselves 
must  take  part  in  the  training. 

"The  Gay  Community  Council  rec- 
ommendations are  good,"  said  former 
mayor  and  newly  elected  Ward  6  alder- 
man John  Sewell.  "Once  the  police, 
chief  acts  on  them,  then  we'll  be  in  bus- 
iness. Let's  deal  with  questions  of  prin- 
ciple first,  then  we'll  get  to  specifics 
later."  . 

According  to  Ward  7  senior  alderman 
Gordon  Cressy,  the  Bruner  recommend- 
ations "just  make  common  sense."  He 
said  that  the  gay  community  was  "look- 
ing for  some  signal  from  those  in 
authority"  and  what  the  committee  was 
asking  for  was  "a  statement  of  intent 
and  goodwill  from  the  police."  . 

Andy  Paton  (Ward  10)  asked,  "Are 
we  asking  the  police  to  endorse  the 
lifestyle  or  acknowledge  that  people 
exist?  I  don't  want  to  personally  en- 
dorse the  lifestyle."  Paton  attempted  to 
get  the  "legitimate  community"  phrase 
struck  from  the  motion,  but  was  sup- 
ported only  by  aldermen  Michael  Gee 
and  Tom  Clifford.  He  was  the  rfnly 
committee  member  who  voted  against 
the  full  motion. 

City  Council  will  have  considered  the 
report  from  the  Neighbourhoods  Com- 
mittee November  19.  The  recommenda- 
tions may  encounter  some  difficulty 
there  and  their  fate  will  depend  largely 
on  whether  or  not  Mayor  Art  Eggleton 
gives  clear  support.  Eggleton  told  TBP 
that  "there  may  be  some  change  in 
wording  by  adding  some  generalities." 
Referring  to  the  request  to  acknowledge 
the  legitimacy  of  the  gay  community, 
Eggleton  said,  "We  should  try  to  put  it 
into  the  context  of  the  recognition  of 


the  rights  of  all  communities.  All  citi- 
zens should  have  those  rights." 

"The  gay  community  is  a  community 
and  it  does  exist,"  he  said,  "but  I  do 
draw  the  line  at  anything  that  suggests 
special  status."  Eggleton  said  he  would 
be  willing  to  use  the  office  of  mayor  to 
begin  the  concrete  process  of  establish- 
ing a  dialogue  committee.  He  said, 
"I'm  in  favour  of  dialogue,"  but  ex- 
pressed reservations  about  the  commit- 
tee structure  recommended  by  Bruner. 
"Something  not  quite  so  formal  would 
be  better,"  he  said. 

Police  Chief  Jack  Ackroyd  was  out  of 
town  and  could  not  be  reached  for  com- 
ment. The  committee  wants  him  to  re- 
spond to  their  recommendations  within 
six  weeks,  and  sources  at  city  hall  sug- 
gest that  Ackroydwill  give  a  favourable 
answer.  The  Neighbourhoods  Commit- 
tee will  discuss  the  Bruner  Report  again 
December  15. 

Response  from  other  police  officials 
was  lukewarm  but  careful.  Metro  Police 
Association  president  Paul  Walter  told 
the  Toronto  Star,  "I  agree  that  gays  are 
a  legitimate  community,  as  opposed  to 
criminals,  but  I  don't  see  them  as  legiti- 
mate in  the  same  sense  as  visible  minori- 
ties —  which  is,  I  think,  the  point 
they're  trying  to  make,  and  it  doesn't 
wash." 

Even  police  commission  chairman 
Phil  Givens,  usually  the  first  to  make 
brainless  comments  to  the  media,  was 
restrained  —  for  Phil  Givens.  He  said 
he  would  adopt  a  wait-and-see  attitude 
until  the  recommendations  came  to  the 
police  commission,  but  couldn't  resist 
commenting  that  the  committee  mo- 
tions were  "hardly  the  tablets  coming 
down  from  Mount  Sinai." 

Fd  Jackson D 
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Film  studies  convention 
decides  against  Ontario 

The  "Boycott  Ontario"  campaign  of 
the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  has  led 
to  the  cancellation  of  a  major  conven- 
tion that  had  been  scheduled  for  Toron- 
to in  1982. 

The  organizers  of  a  joint  conference 
of  the  University  Film  Association,  the 
Society  for  Cinema  Studies,  and  the 
Film  Studies  Association  of  Canada, 
which  was  to  have  gathered  hundreds  of 
film  educators  from  the  US  and  Canada 
at  York  University  next  year,  have 
changed  their  minds  in  response  to 
complaints  by  gay  members,  and  have 
instead  planned  separate  conventions  in 
Montreal,  Illinois  and  Los  Angeles. 
Opposition  to  the  Toronto  site  was  in 
response  both  to  the  harrassment  of  les- 
bians and  gay  men  by  the  Toronto  and 
Ontario  governments,  and  to  the 
notorious  policies  of  film  censorship  en- 
forced by  the  Ontario  censorship  board. 

In  a  letter  to  members  of  the  film 
associations,  Bill  Nichols,  head  of  the 
Department  of  Film  Studies  at  Queens' 
University,  had  denounced  the  Ontario 
censors'  "incapacity  to  judge  delicate 
questions  of  aesthetics,  context  or  social 
value,"  and  the  "climate  of  hatred  and 
intolerance"  fostered  by  "attacks  on 
lesbians  and  gays."  Calvin  Pryluck, 
Professor  of  Communications  at 
Philadelphia's  Temple  University,  an- 
nounced the  UFA's  decision  to  shift  to 
Illinois  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
"perhaps  in  abetter  day  we  will  be  able 
to  meet  freely  in  Ontario." 

Tom  Waugh  □ 

Appeal  reaches  50%  of  goal 

At  mid-point  of  this  year's  fund-raising 
campaign,  the  Gay  Community  Appeal 
has  raised  more  than  $17,000  to  help 
support  a  wide  range  of  gay  community 
projects. 

The  money  has  been  raised  through 
the  success  of  hosted  social  evenings 
featuring  "Profiles  From  Within,"  a 
slide  presentation  of  eight  gay  women 
and  men  talking  about  the  community 
and  what  it  means  to  them. 

Harvey  Hamburg,  the  campaign's 
organizer,  explains  that  "the  biggest  dif- 
ficulty is  finding  people  to  host  an  even- 
ing." Apparently  there  are  plenty  of 
people  willing  to  attend.  In  a  typical 
evening,  he  says,  a  group  of  ten 
"average  working  gay  people"  will 
usually  donate  about  $700. 

"We  hope  to,  and  have  to,  raise  the 
rest  by  our  celebration  at  Casa  Loma 
February  12,"  he  says.  "The  Appeal 
still  needs  at  least  ten  more  people  to 
host  parties,  certainly  not  an  impossibil- 
ity given  the  numbers  in  this  city  who 
usually  entertain.  Perhaps  a  community 
fund-raising  Christmas  party?" □ 

Young  gays  get  the  message 

Young  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  need  of 
information  and  support  will  be  able  to 
get  it,  starting  December  1,  by  dialing 
530-GAYS. 

"A  Way  Out,"  a  programme  of 
recorded  phone  messages,  will  feature 
subjects  such  as  dealing  with  parents, 
friends,  fears  and  accepting  oneself  as 
gay.  Callers  will  hear  three  young  people 
describe  their  personal  experiences  as 
they  handle  topics  that  change  weekly 
on  the  four-  to  five-minute  tape. 

Gay  Friends,  the  group  that  organ- 
ized the  project,  expects  thousands  of 
teenage  callers  every  week.  "It's  the 
kind  of  thing  that  will  spread  like  wild- 


fire through  Toronto  schools,"  said 
organizer  Harvey  Hamburg.  Writer 
Michael  Riordon  is  concerned  the  ser- 
vice "might  attract  opposition  from  the 
usual  hysterical  fringe.  If  that  happens, 
we'll  expect  the  more  balanced  and  in- 
formed voices  in  the  straight  community 
to  defend  this  essential  service." 

The  equipment  for  the  project  was 
purchased  with  a  $1,600  grant  from  the 
Gay  Community  Appeal.  The  service 
will  cost  $130  a  month,  and  community 
support  is  needed  to  keep  it  going.  Send 
your  contributions  to  Drawer  C614,  c/o 
TBP,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9.D 

18  East  overcrowded? 

The  popular  local  bar  18  East  will  ap- 
pear in  court  November  26  at  10:00  am 
in  Courtroom  24  of  Old  City  Hall  to 
face  a  total  of  seven  charges  of  over- 
crowding. 

On  his  most  recent  visit  to  the  estab- 
lishment at  18  Eastern  Avenue  on 
Hallowe'en  night,  Officer  Dybenko  of 
51  Division  threatened  one  owner, 


C0PWATCH 


This  month  in  Copwatch  we  present: 
CIRPA  at  the  Police  Commission  with 
tales  of  terror;  budget  and  complaint 
figures;  a  facelift  for  Hallowe'en  and  an 
inside  look  at  washroom  entrapment. 

Citizens' delegation 
surprises  Commission 

"If  they  stick  around  here,  they'll  see 
democracy  in  action,"  purred  Metro 
Toronto  Police  Commission  Chairman 
Phil  Givens  as  he  welcomed  a  group  of 
touring  pensioners  to  the  November  5 
meeting  to  the  commission. 

At  that  meeting,  members  of  the 
Citizens'  Independent  Review  of  Police 
Activities  (CIRPA)  presented  new  allega- 
tions of  gross  police  misconduct,  and 
argued  that  only  a  public  inquiry  could 
clear  the  air.  The  commissioners  refused 
to  hear  details  of  the  charges,  and  said 
they  had  no  authority  to  call  an  inquiry. 

Allan  Sparrow,  CIRPA  spokesman, 
reminded  the  commission  that  the  1974 
Morand  inquiry  into  police  abuse  had 
been  ordered  by  the  government  at  the 
Police  Commission's  request.  "There's 
nothing  to  prevent  you  from  doing  that 
again...  but  your  own  unwillingness," 
he  said,  as  the  meeting  degenerated  into 
an  ugly  shouting  match. 

The  controversy  first  erupted  at  a 
police  commission  meeting  two  weeks 
previous.  Members  of  CIRPA  and  a 
lawyer's  group  stormed  into  the 
meeting,  despite  the  commission's 
refusal  to  meet  them.  They  presented 
the  commission  with  sworn  statements 
and  letters  detailing  36  allegations  of 
torture  and  abuse  by  some  units  of  the 
Metro  Toronto  Police. 

One  case  involved  a  lesbian  mother 
charged  with  theft  who  ended  up  at  51 
Division  with  her  young  daughter.  She 
related  that  after  her  daughter  left  the 
room  for  a  drink  of  water,  a  detective 
"started  to  call  me  names  because  I  was 
gay,  none  of  which  were  nice.  Then  he 
took  my  purse  and  emptied  it  out  on  his 
desk.  He  pushed  me  into  a  chair  and 
took  my  gay  pride  button  and  my  sling 
from  me.  (The  woman  had  a  broken 
wrist  at  the  time.)  My  daughter  had  a 
small  red  plush  mouse  which  I  was  car- 
rying in  my  purse.  He  ripped  it  open, 
stating  he  was  looking  for  drugs,  ripped 
up  a  money-order...  put  my  money  in 
his  pocket.  He  threw  my  two  new 


George  Pratt,  with  arrest.  Pratt's 
lawyer,  Peter  Maloney,  later  established 
with  Dybenko's  superior  that  such  an 
arrest  was  not  possible. 

Dave  Davies,  Pratt's  partner,  explains 
"it's  quite  serious  —  if  we  lose  and  they 
continue  to  press  charges,  we  would 
have  to  close."  Davies  warned  at  a  re- 
cent RTPC  meeting  that  other  bars  may 
be  faced  with  similar  threats.  "This 
whole  thing  is  grossly  unfair.  Atten- 
dance at  the  trial  may  help  persuade  the 
judge  that  we  see  this  as  harassment 
and  won't  tolerate  it,"  he  said.  18  East 
is  the  only  bar  ever  to  incur  charges  of 
"overcrowding"  in  all  of  51  Division.  □ 

Man  stabbed,  police  seek  killer 

Metro  Toronto  Homicide  Squad  are  in- 
vestigating the  murder  of  a  gay. man 
found  stabbed  to  death  in  the  early 
morning  hours  of  Monday,  Nov  16. 

Police  report  that  the  body  of  John 
Henry  Martin,  an  unemployed  hair- 
dresser, was  discovered  by  a  roommate 
in  his  apartment  at  550  Jarvis  St. 

Investigating  officers  are  trying  to 
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Murder  victim  Martin:  police  seeking  leads 

trace  Martin's  movements  before  his 
death.  Martin,  described  as  white,  33 
years  old,  5'6",  134  lbs,  with  brown 
hair  and  a  moustache,  was  known  to  be 
a  frequent  bar-goer. 

Anyone  with  information  about  Mar- 
tin's activities  on  Sunday,  November  15 
and  Monday,  November  16  are  re- 
quested to  contact  the  Homicide  Squad 
at  967-2375  or  TBP  at  977-6320. 

Homicide  Squad  investigators  have 
reported  sucess  in  solving  the  third 
murder  of  a  gay  man  within  the  last 
three  months.  Two  men  were  charged 
with  second-degree  murder  November  9 
in  connection  with  the  stabbing  death  of 
George  Matthew  Roach  in  Allen 
Gardens  October  24.  □ 


Cheryl  Freeman  with  daughter:  broken  rib,  internal  bruises  —  "language  queers  understand" 


prescriptions  into  the  garbage,  all  the 
time  telling  me  of  his  feelings  for 
queers.  Then  he  got  off  his  chair  and 
came  around  to  me.  He  pushed  my 
chair  over  and  kicked  me  in  the  left  side 
saying  it  was  the  only  language  queers 
understood.  At  the  third  kick  (my 
daughter)  walked  in  alone,  saw  me  and 
started  to  cry.  As  I  was  putting  myself 
back  in  a  chair  (she)  was  told  to  shut  up 
or  they'd  lock  me  up,  telling  her  she'd 
probably  be  better  off  with  straight 
parents." 

An  officer  who  was  present  was  told 
"he  saw  nothing  or  heard  nothing  or 
he'd  lose  his  job."  The  next  day,  she 
related,  "I  went  to  Wellesley  Hospital 
Emergency  for  my  side  as  it  hurt  to 
breathe,  to  find  out  that  I  had  a  broken 
rib  and  internal  bruising." 

Many  of  the  complainants  charged 
that  Toronto's  hold-up  squad  used  tor- 
ture to  extract  information.  Most  had 
similar  stories  of  being  stripped,  beaten, 
blindfolded  and  smothered  with  plastic 
bags. 

The  commission  took  the  allegations 
sufficiently  seriously  to  appoint  a  team 
of  three  senior  officers  to  look  into  the 
situation.  CIRPA  said  in  a  news  confer- 
ence that  it  had  no  confidence  in  the 
three  senior  officers,  and  called  for  a 
full  public  inquiry. 

The  600-member  Criminal  Lawyers' 
Association  of  Ontario  called  on  Solici- 
tor General  Roy  McMurtry  November  4 
to  order  a  judicial  inquiry.  The  associa- 
tion cited  25  cases  of  brutality  and  tor- 
ture. McMurtry  said  a  judicial  inquiry 
would  be  "premature." 

The  police  commission's  only  ally 
these  days  appears  to  be  the  lonely 
figure  of  Stew  Newton,  plodding 


around  outside  police  headquarters  with 
a  "Toronto  Cops  are  Tops"  sign. 

Newton,  well  known  as  leader  of  the 
virulently  homophobic  Positive  Parents, 
also  heads  a  group  called  Pro-Cop.  He 
recently  wrote  the  police  commission, 
commending  them  for  their  "remark- 
able restraint  exercised  in  the  face  of  un- 
warranted abuse...  by  unnamed  charac- 
ter assassins."  □ 

Police  budget  same  priorities 

The  Metro  Toronto  Police  Force  is  ask- 
ing for  more  than  $269  million  in  its 
1982  preliminary  budget.  Presented  to 
the  police  commission  November  5,  the 
figures  represent  an  increase  of  more 
than  15%  over  this  year's  total  of  $233 
million.  The  final  figures  may  be  higher, 
as  the  preliminary  estimates  are  based 
on  the  unlikely  presumption  that  salary 
increases  will  be  held  at  8%. 

The  budget  figures  indicate  little 
change  in  police  priorities.  The  Intelli- 
gence Squad  will  get  $5.6  million  com- 
pared to  this  year's  $5  million.  Morality 
will  get  $2.7  million  (up  from  $2.4 
million),  and  homicide  $1.1  million  (up 
from  $1  million).  □ 

Complaint  stats:  Sept  &  Oct 

During  the  month  of  September,  the 
police  complaints  bureau  received  a 
total  of  59  new  complaints,  and  pro- 
cessed 85  (some  were  carried  over  from 
earlier  months).  The  85  fell  into  three 
categories:  assault  (46),  conduct  (37) 
and  neglect  (2).  During  October,  70  new 
complaints  were  received,  and  79  pro- 
cessed. These  broke  down  as  follows: 
assault  (36),  conduct  (42)  and 
neglect  (1). 
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Disposition  of  the  complaints  for 
September: 

DISPOSITION  Number  %  of  all 

Substantiated  6  7 

Substantiated  in  part  2  2 

Not  substantiated  24  28 

Exonerated  22  26 

Unfounded  31  37 

TOTALS  85  100 

Disposition  of  the  complaints  for 
October: 

DISPOSITION  Number     %  of  all 

Substantiated  3              4 

Substantiated  in  part  3              4 

Not  substantiated  40  50.5 

Exonerated  21  26.5 

Unfounded  12  15 

TOTALS  79  100 

Street  kids:  nobody's  priority? 

continued  from  page  7 

$1.5  million  programme  to  run  an  intake 
centre  and  crisis  shelter  for  "runaway 
and  homeless  youth."  Called  "Under 
21,"  the  programme  is  modelled  on  a 
similar  project  in  downtown  Manhattan. 
Most  of  its  funding  is  from  private 
sources.  According  to  Chris  Mullarkey, 
the  project  director  imported  from  New 
York  to  supervise  the  programme  in  its 
early  stages,  "Under  21"  will  open  its 
doors  by  the  end  of  January  1982.  Its 
new  intake  centre  will  be  located  at  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Gerrard  Streets  (in 
the  former  Edge  Tavern)  and  a  shelter 
building  for  37  kids  will  open  at  179  Ger- 
rard Street  (at  Pembroke).  Both  build- 
ings are  currently  being  renovated. 

The  purpose  of  "Under  21"  is  to  pro- 
vide "comprehensive  crisis"  and  "short- 
term  shelter"  for  all  youth  under  21  who 
need  a  haven.  Eventually,  there  will  be  a 
staff  of  70,  including  full-time 
volunteers. 

I  asked  Ms  Mullarkey  what  the  at- 
titude of  "Under  21"  would  be  towards 
gay  youth.  Would  gay  staff  be  hired? 
Will  the  church's  negative  views  on  ho- 
mosexuality be  allowed  to  intrude? 

"Preaching  is  not  allowed,"  she  said, 
and  assured  me  that  "serving  the  needs 
of  the  kids  is  our  priority."  Competence 
will  be  the  only  criterion  for  the  hiring  of 
staff,  which  has  already  begun.  Mullark- 
ey said  that  "Under  21"  would  not  dis- 
criminate and  would  not  ask  whether  a 
person  was  gay  or  straight. 

It  is  significant  that  many  of  the  pro- 
ject's workers  will  be  full-time  volunteers 
from  a  "faith  community,"  who  are  paid 
a  small  stipend  and  given  room,  board 
and  necessities  by  the  organization. 
These  people  will  be  there  out  of  a 
"spiritual  motivation."  Not  a  reassuring 
prospect. 

It  is  difficult  to  escape  the  conclusion 
that  "Under  21"  will  be  used  by  the  pro- 
vincial government  as  a  convenient  way 
to  handle  a  political  hot  potato.  A  rescue 
mission,  sponsored  by  the  most  respect- 
able and  conservative  of  religious  organi- 
zations and  financed  largely  by  private 
funds,  allows  the  government  to  sidestep 
completely  its  responsibilities. 

Meanwhile,  observers  of  Toronto's 
street  scene  report  that  there  has  been 
increased  police  harassment  of  street 
youth.  Using  entrapment  by  undercover 
officers,  the  police  are  laying  criminal 
charges,  usually  loitering  or  soliciting. 

Staff  Insp  David  Sproule  of  52  Divi- 
sion denies  that  there  is  a  police  push  to 
get  street  kids.  He  reports  that  there  have 
been  only  five  male  soliciting  charges 
since  October  1.  "Soliciting  is  not  high 
on  our  priorities,"  he  says. 

;The  throwaway  gay  youth  of  Yonge 
Street,  it  appears,  aren't  on  anyone's  list 
of  priorities  —  the  police  included. 

Ill  Jackson 


Toilet  training:  Toronto  police  officers  on  the  washroom  beat  could 
well  end  up  on  this  wooden  platform,  peering  over  the  cinder  brick 
wall  through  a  grate  which  overlooks  toilet  cubicles  in  the  men 's 
washroom  of  the  Kipling  subway  station. 

Although  it  has  been  known  for  years  that  Toronto  police  have 
routinely  spied  on  men  using  subway  washrooms,  these  are  the  first 
published  photographs  of  the  inside  of  a  police  set-up. 

Although  tbp  has  received  reports  of  arrests  at  both  the  Kipling 
and  Islington  subway  stations,  the  existence  of  the  spy  post  at 
Kipling  surfaced  in  the  Bruner  Report.  Page  133  of  the  report  reads: 
'  'In  the  men 's  washroom  at  Kipling  Station,  a  ventilator  grill, 
approximately  eight  feet  long  by  nine  inches  wide,  was  fitted  in  the 
ceiling  affording  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  inside  of  the  cubicles. 
Behind  the  men 's  washroom,  we  entered  a  small  utility  room.  It  was 
reached  by  a  door  between  the  entrances  to  the  men 's  and  women 's 
washrooms.  In  that  secluded  area,  a  wooden  platform  four  feet  high 
had  been  built  against  a  dividing  wall.  Leading  to  the  platform  was  a 
set  of  wooden  steps.  A  concrete  block  had  been  placed  in  the  far  left 
corner  of  the  platform.  By  standing  on  the  concrete  block  and  leaning 


over  the  wall,  one  could  peer  through  the  grill  and  see  inside  all  the 
toilet  cubicles. ' '  The  report  notes  there  is  a  similar  grill  at  the 
Islington  station,  but  transit  officials  would  not  confirm  the  presence 
of  a  spy-post  there. 

Jack  Townsend,  head  of  the  Toronto  Transit  Commission 's  Safety 
and  Security  Department,  told  TBP  "there's  more  than  one 
observation  post  in  the  subway  system, "  but  declined  to  say  how 
many  or  where  they  were.  ' '  We  give  law  enforcement  officers  free 
access  to  the  system, "  he  said.  "If  you  want  more  information, 
you  'II  have  to  talk  to  the  police. " 

Deputy  Chief  Jack  Marks  told  TBP  that  "to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  there  are  none  (observation  posts)  left.  And  the  only  one 
we  had  was  the  one  mentioned  in  the  Bruner  Report. " 

He  said  the  set-up  was  used  mainly  to  catch  purse-snatchers  in 
the  act  of  rifling  through  women's  purses  before  they  throw  them 
out.  He  said  thieves  often  take  purses  to  washroom  cubicles  so  that 
they  can  go  through  them  in  private. 

The  Bruner  Report  called  for  an  end  to  such  hidden  surveillance, 
saying  it  was  "a  general  invasion  of  privacy.  "O 


Controlled  crowd  a  Hallowe'en  treat 


TORONTO  —  This  year,  Hallowe'en  on 
Yonge  Street  was  different.  It  had  an 
almost  carnival  atmosphere  —  and,  for 
the  second  consecutive  year,  efforts  by 
the  police  and  the  gay  community  pre- 
vented an  ugly,  homophobic  crowd  from 
forming  and  laying  siege  to  the  gay 
tavern,  the  St  Charles. 

Although  the  street  was  clogged  with 
traffic,  and  the  anticipated  thousands 
streamed  up  and  down  the  sidewalks, 
uniformed  officers  stationed  at  regular 
intervals  kept  the  crowd  moving.  Individ- 
uals carrying  eggs  were  quietly  taken 
aside  and  asked  to  get  rid  of  them.  As 
well,  police  achieved  more  effective 
crowd  control  by  cutting  the  sidewalk 
opposite  the  St  Charles  in  half  with  metal 
barriers. 

Safer  celebration:  Revelling  in  the  back  alleys 
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This  year  represented  an  improve- 
ment even  over  last  year,  when,  for  the 
first  time,  similar  tactics  stopped  the  egg- 
throwing,  chanting  ritual. 

For  years,  Hallowe'en  had  been  a  truly 
terrifying  night  for  Toronto  gays.  Thou- 
sands of  people  —  mostly  young  suburb- 
anites —  gathered  around  the  St  Charles 
Tavern,  chanting  "kill  the  queers," 
throwing  eggs  at  the  front  of  the  building 
and  at  passers-by,  and  attempting  to 
break  down  the  tavern  doors.  Gangs  of 
queer-bashing  thugs  roamed  the  area  and 
adjacent  back  lanes  and  side  streets 
became  particularly  dangerous  for  gay 
people  going  to  the  tavern  or  even  to 
private  parties. 

The  police  claimed  they  could  do 
nothing  —  the  crowd  was  too  large,  they 
said,  and  the  best  they  could  do  was  keep 
traffic  moving.  Last  year  the  police  had 
to  arrest  13  people  —  this  year  there  were 
no  arrests.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
people  were  arrested  in  1979. 

In  1980,  the  problem  became  a 
community-wide  issue  which  brought 
demands  for  improved  policing  from 
aldermanic  candidates  in  the  then  up- 
coming municipal  elections,  from  the 
North  Jarvis  Community  Association, 
and  from  the  Ward  6  Community 
Association. 

Former  alderman  Allan  Sparrow 
noted,  "the  community  expects  the 
police  to  ensure  that  an  ugly  mob  does 
not  form...  and  that  lawbreakers  are  ap- 
prehended." 

That's  what  happened  —  though 
observers  were  quick  to  note  that  it  was 
managed  with  the  same  number  of  offi- 
cers on  duty  as  had  been  deemed  insuffi- 
cient in  previous  years. 

Although  it  was  pressure  from  com- 


munity organizations  which  accounted 
for  last  year's  breakthrough,  this  year  the 
police  themselves  took  the  initiative  in 
opening  gay /police  dialogue  on  the  issue. 

Sgt  Jim  Bowman  and  Supt  David 
Sproule  of  52  Division  met  with  Chris 
Bearchell  of  the  Gay  Community  Coun- 
cil October  14  to  discuss  improvements 
to  crowd  control.  Inspector  Brian  Peel, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  actual  opera- 
tion October  3 1 ,  described  the  outcome 
as  "very,  very  good,"  and  commended 
the  cooperation  from  the  gay  communi- 
ty. He  said  about  75  uniformed  officers 
and  a  dozen  undercover  police  took  part 
in  the  operation.  Sgt  Bowman  even  took 
the  trouble  to  visit  TBP's  offices  Novem- 
ber 3  to  inquire  whether  there  were  any 
suggestions  or  criticisms  of  police  actions 
on  Hallowe'en  night. 

The  gay  community  hadn't  taken  any 
chances  on  Hallowe'en  however,  and  an 
ad  hoc  street  patrol  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee's  Bob 
Gallagher  was  also  keeping  the  area 
under  surveillance  on  Hallowe'en. 

"We  decided  it  was  impossible  to  mar- 
shal or  control,"  said  Gallagher.  "So  we 
decided  to  monitor  the  situation,  and  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  back  alleys. 
We  had  four  walking  groups  with  walkie- 
talkies,  three  mobile  units  with  radios 
and  a  base  station  in  a  nearby  apartment 
building.  We  could  always  be  in  touch 
with  the  base  and  each  other.  We  were 
also  able  to  monitor  the  police  broad- 
casts." 

Gallagher  says  "everything  worked  out 
real  well.  There  were  very  few  incidents. 
When  we  brought  something  to  the 
police's  notice,  they  paid  attention." 

Gallagher  says  the  street  patrol  stayed 
on  the  job  until  after  2  am. 

Bowman  gave  the  impression  the 
police  would  continue  their  efforts  to 
make  Hallowe'en  a  safe  night  for  all. 
(•rruld  Hannon 
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LIVE  IN 
TORONTO? 

Then  The  Body  Politic 

is  right  where  you  are.  Check 

the  list  below  for  the  location 

of  the  outlet  nearest  you, 

and  get  your  copy  of  TBP 

hot  off  the  Dress. 


Downtown 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  648A  Yonge 

David  Beard's  Bookshop,  730  Yonge 

International  News,  663  Yonge 

Longhouse  Books,  630  Yonge 

Queen  of  Hearts,  599C  Yonge 

Galaxy  Books,  329  Yonge 

Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Topper  Books,  289  Yonge 

Times  Square  Books,  369  Yonge 

A&S  Smoke  and  Gift,  273  College 

Romans  II  Health  Spa,  742  Bay 

Min-A-Mart,  557  Church 

Together,  457  Church 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Parliament  Smoke  and  Gift, 

609  Parliament 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Vegas  Books,  439  Parliament 

The  Manatee,  1 1  St  Joseph 

Boots  at  the  Selby,  592  Sherbourne 

The  Back  Door  Gym,  12  1/2  Elm 

XOX  Postcard  Store,  140  Baldwin 

Edwards  Books  and  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Pages  Book  Store,  256  Queen  W 

This  Ain  7  the  Rosedale  Library, 

1 10  Queen  E 

Lichtman's  News.  34  Adelaide  W 

Olympia  Gift  Shop,  Toronto  Star 

Building,  Yonge  &  Queen  "s  Quay 

W  H  Smith,  TD  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

W  H  Smith,  Hudson 's  Bay  Centre, 

Bloor  &  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

Lovecraft,  63  Yorkville 

McPherson  Discount,  214  Macpherson 

Avenue  Road  Cigar  Store, 

136  Avenue  Rd 

University  Bookroom,  UofT  Campus 

Toronto  Women 's  Book  Store, 

85  Harbord 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room,  180  Bloor  W 

Reader's  Den,  208  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room,  333  Bloor  W 

Book  City,  501  Bloor  W 

Bloor  Discount  Variety,  610  Bloor  W 

East 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Cameo  Club,  95  Trinity  St 

18  East,  18  Eastern  Ave 

North 

Rosedale  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop, 

1118  Yonge 
Lichtman's  News,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 
The  Book  Nook,  2481  Yonge 

Suburban 

Nu-Claire  's  Cigar  Store,  1636  Bayview 

Thorncliffe  News  Stand,  45  Overlea 

York  University  Bookroom, 

Keele  &  Steeles  campus 

Insight  Books.  Sheridan  Mall, 

Mississauga 
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WHY 

FLY  TO 
FLORIDA? 

Discover  our 
Southern  feel 
without  going 
South.  Fresh 
baked  bread, 
homemade 
desserts  and 
soups,  summer- 
time salads, 
deep  dish  quiche 
and  light  main 
entr6e.  Sunday 
brunch  with  live 
music  12  to  3 
p.m.  Flute  and 
piano  Tues  -  Sat 
p.m.  Come  relax 
and  enjoy. 


southcountry 


HARPER'S  RESTAURANT  38  LOMBARD  ST. 
FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL  863-6223 


HARGED 


UNDER  THE  LAW? 
NEED  HELP  COPING? 


The  Right  To  Privacy  Committee 
Support  Group  offers  peer  support  for 
people  who've  run  up  against  the  law 
because  they're  gay. 

Toronto  961-6033 


PACKAGES  TO: 

•  KEY  WEST 

•  SAN  JUAN 

•  FT.  LAUDERDALE 

•  NEW  YORK 

•  HOUSTON 

•  NEW  ORLEANS 

ENCORE  TRAVEL 

469  CHURCH  ST,  TORONTO 

961-8861 


BAWDY  POLITICS 


Found-ins  civil  liberties  fight 
earns  conviction  in  Pisces  case 


EDMONTON  —  The  man  who  tried  to 
use  his  trial  to  say  there's  nothing  offen- 
sive to  the  community  about  gay  baths 
was  found  guilty  October  29  of  being  a 
found-in  in  a  common  bawdyhouse.  He 
was  fined  $250. 

During  the  course  of  the  trial,  Provin- 
cial Court  Judge  R  E  Hyde  resisted 
every  attempt  by  25-year-old  Garnet 
Plum  and  counsel  Barrie  Chivers  to  dis- 
cuss the  significance  of  baths  to  the  gay 
male  community.  "He  told  me  while  I 
was  on  the  stand  that  he  was  tired  of 
philosophical  discussions  of  homosex- 
uality," Plum  told  TBP.  And  Judge 
Hyde  later  told  Chivers  he  suspected  the 
purpose  of  the  trial  was  to  "use  this 
court  as  a  forum  to  advance  homo- 
sexual views." 

Plum  was  one  of  the  56  men  charged 
as  found-ins  in  a  common  bawdyhouse 
after  a  May  30  police  raid  on  the  Pisces 
Spa.  The  alleged  "keepers"  pleaded 
guilty  June  5,  and  all  found-ins  who 
have  come  to  trial  have  either  pleaded 
guilty  or  been  found  guilty.  Charges 
were  withdrawn  against  one  man  who 
was  supposedly  at  the  Pisces  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life  the  night  of  the  raid. 

Plum's  trial  was  one  of  the  last  three 
in  the  Pisces  case.  Michael  Phair,  chair- 
man of  the  defence  committee  for  the 
found-ins,  was  found  guilty  November 
4  by  Provincial  Court  Judge  D  Saks.  He 
was  fined  $250  November  16.  The  last 
trial  has  been  set  for  late  in  January 
1982. 

The  Privacy  Defence  Committee  in 
Edmonton  had  been  hoping  that  the 
Plum  case  would  attract  media  attention 
to  the  civil  liberties  aspects  of  the  raid 
and  trials,  but  there  was  little  coverage, 
even  though  the  defence  called  well- 
known  criminologist  Dr  Ehor  Boyanow- 
sky  as  an  expert  witness. 

Chivers  said  Boyanowsky  had  done  a 
cross-Canada  telephone  survey  shortly 
before  the  trial  which  attempted  to  elicit 
community  reaction  to  the  existence  of 
gay  establishments.  "He  reached  the 
tentative  conclusion,"  said  Chivers, 
"that  the  community  did  accept  gay 
bathhouses.  There  appeared  to  be  no 
community  backlash  to  them  —  in  con- 
trast to  what  the  police  felt  about 
them." 

Chivers  said,  however,  that  Judge 
Hyde  ruled  that  community  standards 
did  not  apply  to  the  case,  and  that  the 
Criminal  Code  was  clear  in  defining  the 
kind  of  activity  that  went  on  at  the 
Pisces  as  grossly  indecent.  The  law, 
Hyde  said,  simply  outlined  the  condi- 
tions under  which  this  grossly  indecent 
behaviour  would  not  be  criminal. 

Much  police  evidence  concerned  the 
activity  that  went  on  in  the  "dark 
rooms"  at  the  Pisces. 

"I  didn't  use  the  dark  rooms  at  all," 
Plum  told  TBP.  "And  we  tried  to  argue 
that  even  if  those  rooms  constituted  a 
bawdyhouse,  the  closed  cubicles  did 
not." 

Asked  about  his  feelings  now,  Plum 
said,  "It's  so  frustrating  —  like  beating 
your  head  against  a  brick  wall.  I  asked 
myself  'why  are  we  doing  all  this?',  but 
it  boils  down  to  the  principle  of  the 
thing.  The  law  shouldn't  legislate  mor- 
als. If  I  want  to  go  out  and  screw 
around  with  12  people,  that's  up  to  me." 

Plum  says  he  has  not  yet  decided 
whether  he  will  appeal  the  judgment.  "I 
want  to  fight,  but  I  think  it  makes 
more  sense  to  try  and  change  the  law. 
The  Pisces  legal  case  is  at  a  dead  end." 


"My  friends  are  accusing  me  of  be- 
coming an  activist,"  he  chuckled,  "but 
I  intend  to  keep  fighting  to  change  the 
(bawdyhouse)  law." 

Privacy  Defence  Committee  chairman 
Michael  Phair  carried  on  his  own  de- 
fence. "I  sat  through  so  many  of  the 
other  trials,"  he  said,  "I  felt  I  could  do 
it  myself." 

He  said  Judge  Saks  also  cautioned 
him  that  the  court  was  not  to  be  used  as 
a  forum  for  gay  liberation.  Phair  had 
called  gay  activist  Doug  Whitfield  to  the 
stand  to  testify  about  the  Pisces  Spa 


Plum: '  'Like  beating  your  head  against  a  wall ' ' 

from  his  own  experience  as  a  patron. 

"Doug  talked  about  the  Pisces  being 
a  social  centre  as  well  as  a  sexual  one," 
Phair  said. 

Phair  says  the  Crown  introduced  into 
evidence  a  photograph  of  him  leaving 
the  spa  back  in  April.  The  police  had 
made  clear  that  they  had  been  photo- 
graphing patrons  entering  and  leaving 
as  part  of  their  three-month  investiga- 
tion, but  this  was  the  first  time  any  of 
the  photographs  had  been  entered  as 
evidence.  Lawyer  Barrie  Chivers  says 
the  police  can  keep  all  the  photographs 
on  file,  even  after  the  termination  of  the 
cases. 

Both  judges  and  the  Crown  have  gone 
to  some  pains  to  assure  individuals  that 
they  consider  these  cases  routine  bawdy- 
house cases,  and  are  not  singling  them 
out  because  they  are  gay.  Phair  says 
Judge  Saks  gave  him  a  little  sermon  on 
the  topic  when  he  passed  judgment, 
and  Crown  Attorney  Irv  Yaverbaum 
told  TBP  that  he  wanted  to  emphasize 
that  it  was  not  the  homosexuality  but 
the  violation  of  community  standards 
which  was  the  offence. 

"If  I  had  to  isolate  a  single  issue,"  he 
said,  "it  was  the  public  nature  of  the 
sexual  activity,  not  the  sex  itself." 

The  Privacy  Defence  Committee  of 
Edmonton  is  still  raising  funds  to  cover 
expenses  of  the  trial.  Donations  can  be 
mailed  to:  PDC,  Box  1852,  Edmonton, 
AB  T5J  2P2. 

Gerald  HannonD 
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Judge  rules  man's  apartment 
is  not  a  common  bawdyhouse 


TORONTO  —  A  Provincial  Court 
judge  has  dismissed  charges  against  a 
man  accused  of  keeping  a  common 
bawdyhouse  in  his  own  home.  This  rul- 
ing and  the  September  24  acquittal  of 
Don  Franco  on  a  similar  charge  (TBP, 
November)  amount  to  a  rebuke  to  the 
Metro  Toronto  Police  Department  for 
their  attempts  to  use  entrapment  and 
antiquated  sections  of  the  Criminal 
Code  to  invade  the  sexual  privacy  of  gay 
men. 

Judge  J  Murphy  ruled  November  4 
that  the  Crown  had  not  presented 
enough  evidence  to  prove  that  Frank 
(not  his  real  name;  he  worries  about  job 
repurcussions)  was  a  keeper  of  a  com- 
mon bawdyhouse  in  his  downtown  high- 
rise  apartment.  Following  this  decision, 
the  Crown  withdrew  two  related 
bawdyhouse  charges  also  laid  at  the 
time  of  the  investigation. 

The  acquittal  came  a  year,  almost  to 
the  day,  after  Frank  was  entrapped  in 
his  apartment  by  an  undercover  officer 
from  Number  5  District.  The  police  first 
traced  Frank  through  an  ad  he  placed  in 
the  classifieds  section  of  the  American 
gay  newspaper  The  Advocate.  A  police 
memo  circulated  by  Sgt  Gary  Carter  led 
undercover  officers  PC  Todd  Porter 
and  PC  Glen  Russell  to  decide  to  place 
Frank's  apartment  under  surveillance. 
(Sgt  Carter  has  been  a  prominent 
Crown  witness  in  several  recent  trials  of 
alleged  bawdyhouses  in  private  homes 
and  gay  bathhouses.) 

During  research  for  this  story,  yet 
another  instance  of  police  entrapment 
through  classified  ads  has  come  to  light. 
The  same  two  undercover  officers  who 
handled  the  Frank  case  arrested  a  Tor- 
onto man  November  19  1980  and  charg- 
ed him  with  being  a  keeper  of  a  com- 
mon bawdyhouse  in  his  own  apartment. 

The  man  had  advertised  in  the  Toron- 
to Star  for  part-time  work  evenings  and 
weekends. 

According  to  the  man's  lawyer,  his 
client  was  telephoned  by  a  police  offi- 
cer, entrapped  through  offers  of  money 
for  sexual  favours,  and  roughed  up  by 
one  of  the  officers  after  he  had  been  ar- 
rested. 

The  matter  came  to  court  early  this 
year,  and  the  Crown  withdrew  charges 
for  lack  of  evidence.  The  special  plain- 
clothes unit  involved  in  these  investiga- 
tions has  recently  been  disbanded,  ac- 
cording to  Staff  Insp  Jim  Majory,  head 
of  Number  5  District  Criminal  In- 
vestigation. 

The  Body  Politic,  in  a  letter  to  Police 
Chief  Jack  Ackroyd  in  December  1980, 
asked  (a)  if  classified  ads  in  gay  maga- 
zines are  regularly  scrutinized  by  the 
police  and  (b)  whether  police  imperson- 
ate gay  people  to  answer  ads  in  order  to 
hunt  down  violations  of  the  Criminal 
Code.  The  well-publicized  case  of  Don 
Franco  also  began  when  the  police 
answered  a  classified  ad  which  Franco 
had  placed  in  The  Body  Politic. 

In  a  response  at  the  time,  Deputy 
Chief  Jack  Marks  said  that  police  "do 
use  all  legal  means  to  gather  informa- 
tion for  criminal  prosecution,"  but  add- 
ed, "I'm  not  getting  into  specifics." 
Asked  about  police  answering  ads  and 
pretending  to  be  gay,  Marks  said,  "I 
think  it's  legal." 

Over  a  two-week  period.  Porter  and 
Russell  hid  themselves  in  the  stairwell  at 
the  end  of  the  corridor  on  Frank's  floor 
in  order  to  watch  people  entering  and 
leaving  his  apartment.  After  several 


days  of  observation,  Porter  visited 
Frank,  pretending  to  be  an  unemployed 
welder  from  Scarborough  looking  for 
sex.  Porter  testified  that,  during  their 
encounter  November  5  1980,  he  kept 
steering  the  conversation  around  to 
money  and  claimed  that  Frank  had  ask- 
ed for  money  in  exchange  for  sex. 

The  Crown's  evidence  in  the  case  con- 
sisted mainly  of  testimony  from  the 
undercover  cops  to  the  effect  that  Frank 
had  a  number  of  visitors  to  his  apart- 
ment. The  Crown  had  also  entered  sev- 
eral objects  in  evidence,  including  a 
stack  of  gay  magazines,  a  tube  of  KY 
and  a  jar  of  vaseline.  Crown  attorney 
Ed  Geller  explained  that  these  objects 
helped  to  "characterize  the  premises  as 
a  bawdyhouse." 

Cross-examination  by  defence  coun- 
sel Rebecca  Shamai  revealed  numerous 
discrepancies  in  the  testimony  of  PC 
Porter  and  his  partner,  PC  Russell.  One 
officer,  for  example,  said  that  the 
lighting  was  soft  in  the  apartment 
hallway  but  bright  in  the  stairwell,  the 
other  said  the  light  was  the  same  in  both 
areas.  One  said  he  opened  the  stairwell 
door  one  inch  to  peek  out  whenever  he 
heard  a  noise  at  the  elevators,  the  other 
said  the  door  was  held  open  six  inches, 
but  he  couldn't  hear  any  noises  in  the 
corridor. 

"The  judge  just  didn't  like  the 
evidence,"  said  Shamai.  'T  think  the 
Franco  decision  made  a  difference"  in 
the  judge's  consideration  of  Frank's 
right  to  private  sexual  behaviour,  she 
added.  At  one  point  during  the  trial,  as 
Shamai  was  arguing  that  the  Crown  did 
not  have  sufficient  evidence  to  make  a 
case,  Judge  Murphy  interjected,  "Has 
there  been  any  evidence?" 

Frank  has  not  chosen  to  make  a  pub- 
lic battle  out  of  his  trial,  but  the  experi- 
ence has  made  him  both  angry  at  the 
abuse  of  police  powers  and  more  confi- 
dent about  his  own  sexuality. 

"I  feel  very  happy,"  Frank  said  after 
the  trial.  "The  lesson  for  everybody  is 
that  you  have  to  stand  up  and  fight 
these  charges  with  all  the  legal  means 
available." 

Ed  Jackson  □ 

Mail-order  trial  tests 
legality  of  sex  toys 

TORONTO  —  Whether  or  not  sex-toys 
and  leather  apparel  are  obscene  has 
become  the  central  issue  in  the  trial  of 
local  businessman  Roy  Montgomery. 

The  trial,  which  began  November  3, 
is  hearing  a  charge  of  distributing 
obscene  matter  laid  against  Montgom- 
ery Leathers,  a  small  mail-order  busi- 
ness run  out  of  Montgomery's  apart- 
ment. 


When  Montgomery  was  arrested  at 
his  apartment  April  14,  he  was  hit  with 
15  charges  involving  obscenity  and  the 
keeping  of  a  common  bawdyhouse  (his 
apartment).  A  sensational  police  press 
release  a  week  later  tried  to  link  Mont- 
gomery's arrest  to  that  of  local  activists 
George  Hislop  and  Peter  Maloney  on 
vague  conspiracy  charges  relating  to  the 
operation  of  the  baths  in  Toronto.  All 
concerned  were  smeared  with  unsub- 
stantiated allusions  to  "kiddie-porn." 
In  reality,  all  that  tied  Montgomery  to 
the  "conspirators"  was  the  sale  of  one 
batch  of  cock-rings  to  The  Barracks. 

At  the  start  of  the  trial,  Crown  Attor- 
ney Rob  Warren  announced  that  the 
Crown  was  proceeding  on  only  two  of 
the  original  15  charges,  one  of  distribut- 
ing obscene  matter,  and  one  of  posses- 
sing a  prohibited  weapon.  Several  boxes 
were  carried  into  the  courtroom.  Mont- 
gomery's catalogue,  leather  garments, 
belts,  whips,  vibrators,  dildos,  cock- 
rings,  butt-plugs,  paddles  and  an  enema 
kit  were  among  the  articles  that  emerg- 
ed. Sgt  Gary  Carter  of  the  Intelligence 
Bureau  testified  that  all  the  items  fig- 
ured prominently  in  sadomasochistic 
sex. 

The  Crown  found  some  of  them  diffi- 
cult to  identify.  One  was  a  black  rubber 
garment  with  two  protrusions,  a  penis 
sheath  and  an  anal  insert.  In  a  flash  of 
inspiration,  Warren  dubbed  it  "Mickey 


Mouse."  The  name  stuck. 

In  cross-examination,  defence  lawyer 
Dianne  Martin  forced  Carter  to  retreat 
from  many  of  his  blanket  assertions.  He 
had  to  admit  that  some  items  fell  into 
the  "joke"  category,  and  that  many 
others  were  merely  decorative.  Very  few 
of  the  seized  items,  with  the  exception 
of  some  paddles  and  tit-clamps,  were 
designed  for  inflicting  pain. 

Dr  Wesley  Coons,  a  psychologist  who 
teaches  at  York  University,  testified  for 
the  defence  on  the  second  day  of  the 
trial.  He  argued  that,  to  find  out  what 
the  community  will  tolerate,  the  court 
should  see  what  is  readily  available. 

Martin  demonstrated  that  erotic  mag- 
azines, purchased  from  variety  stores, 
contain  ads  selling  many  of  the  same 
goods  as  Montgomery.  She  pointed  out 
that  the  ads  and  pictures  in  the  maga- 
zines were  much  more  explicit  than 
those  in  Montgomery's  catalogue. 

One  magazine  contained  a  photo- 
essay portraying  Santa  Claus,  whip  in 
hand,  chastizing  Mrs  Claus  as  she  kneels 
at  his  feet  in  a  slave  collar.  Asked 
whether  he  thought  this  sadomasochist- 
ic, Sgt  Carter  replied,  "it's  just  a  put- 
on.  Mrs  Claus  is  smiling." 

The  trial  is  set  to  continue  November 
30  and  December  4  in  courtroom  405, 
Scarborough  Court,  1911  Eglinton  Ave 
East. 

Bill  LoosD 


Legal  status  of  found-ins  in  doubt 
as  guilty  plea  ends  keepers'  case 


TORONTO  —  Is  the  Roman's  II  a 
common  bawdyhouse? 

The  Toronto  gay  bath's  legal  status  is 
suddenly  ambiguous  as  the  first  trial  of 
men  arrested  in  the  February  5  bath 
raids  surprised  the  gay  community  with 
neither  a  clear  victory  nor  defeat.  One 
accused  keeper  pleaded  guilty  and  was 
promptly  granted  an  absolute  discharge, 
while  charges  against  his  co-accused 
were  dropped. 

Stephen  Briggs,  Owen  Ryan,  Manuel 
Macias,  Manuel  Rosso  and  Robert 
Taylor,  all  charged  with  keeping  a  com- 
mon bawdyhouse  at  the  Roman's  II 
Health  and  Recreation  Spa,  appeared 
November  2  before  Provincial  Court 
Judge  R  D  Osborne.  Briggs,  29,  now 
resident  in  Vancouver,  pleaded  guilty 
and  received  an  absolute  discharge. 
Charges  against  Roman's  owner  Bob 
Taylor,  employees  Macias  and  Rosso 
and  former  employees  Ryan  and  Rod- 
ney Chan,  who  was  out  of  the  country 
at  the  time  of  the  trial,  were  all  with- 
drawn by  Crown  Attorney  Steven  How- 
arth.  Lawyer  George  Marron,  acting  on 
behalf  of  all  but  Taylor,  negotiated  the 
deal  in  exchange  for  Brigg's  guilty  plea. 

There  is  confusion  as  to  the  effect  the 
guilty  plea  and  subsequent  discharge 
will  have  on  both  the  continued  opera- 
tion of  the  bath  and  the  defence  of  the 
Roman's  found-ins  awaiting  trial. 

Rebecca  Shamai,  who  is  counsel  to  a 
number  of  alleged  found-ins,  believes 
the  Crown  will  use  the  opportunity  to 
serve  a  "Notice  of  finding  of  a  disorder- 
ly house"  either  to  Taylor  or  his  land- 
lord. Such  a  notice  could  pave  the  way 
for  new  charges,  and  could  have  an  ad- 
verse effect  on  the  cases  of  those 
charged  as  found-ins. 

However,  Right  to  Privacy  Commit- 
tee (RTPC)  advisor  Paul  Reinhart,  who 
also  acts  for  some  of  the  found-ins,  says 
that  the  law  pertaining  to  the  serving  of 
such  notices  relets  only  to  eases  where  a 
conviction  is  registered.  An  absolute 


discharge,  while  it  involves  a  finding  of 
guilt,  is  not  deemed  to  be  a  conviction. 

Gay  activist  and  lawyer  Peter 
Maloney  is  defending  a  man  charged  as 
a  found-in  during  the  1978  raid  on 
another  gay  bath,  The  Barracks.  The 
accused  keepers  in  that  case  were  given 


Solicited?  Cop  at  Romans  during  Feb  5  raid 

conditional  discharges,  and  Maloney's 
client  is  appealing  his  conviction  on  the 
grounds  that  the  discharges  were  not 
convictions. 

"It's  imperative,"  Shamai  says,  "that 
the  first  round-ins  to  appear  in  the 
Roman's  case  instruct  their  lawyers  to 
challenge  the  admissibility  of  the  find- 
ing of  guilt  and  the  discharge  as  estab- 
lishing that  the  bath  is  a  bawdyhouse.  A 
quick  look  at  the  transcript  o(  that  trial 
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makes  it  clear  that  the  Crown  did  not 
present  evidence  that  would  have  con- 
victed Briggs  if  he  had  elected  to  fight 
the  charge." 

Dianne  Martin,  who  also  represents 
men  arrested  during  the  February  5 
raid,  fears  that  the  Crown  plans  to  dis- 
courage "not  guilty"  pleas  by  convin- 
cing defendants  that  they've  established 
that  the  Roman's  is  a  bawdyhouse. 

RTPC  Chairman  George  Smith  was 
alarmed  at  these  developments,  and 
attributed  them  to  "a  breakdown  in  at- 
tempts to  co-ordinate  a  strategy  among 
sympathetic  counsel."  Smith  was  parti- 
cularly concerned  about  the  role  played 
by  George  Marron  who,  he  said,  has  a 
history  of  pleading  gay  clients  guilty  in 
exchange  for  light  sentences.  "But 
RTPC  can't  intervene  in  relations  be- 
tween the  charged  men  and  their  law- 
yers," he  said. 

During  the  brief  trial,  Sgt  Gary 
Carter,  who  has  been  described  as  the 
Intelligence  Bureau's  "expert"  on  gay 
bawdyhouse  charges,  said  that  "While 
on  the  premises  the  officers  observed 
acts  of  buggery,  indecency,  oral  sex, 
masturbation  and  group  sex  taking 
place  in  the  open,  either  in  the  common 
areas  or  open-door  rooms...  the  under- 
cover officers  were  also  solicited  on  sev- 
eral occasions  by  male  prostitutes  mak- 
ing use  of  the  premises  to  engage  in  acts 
of  sex  for  a  fee." 

When  cross-examining  him,  Marron 
asked  Carter  only  to  confirm  that 
Briggs's  salary  was  $4  an  hour. 

Judge  Osborne  asked  Marron  if  the 
facts  presented  were  substantially  cor- 
rect, to  which  he  replied  "they  are."  He 
then  went  on  to  establish  that  Briggs 
had  worked  at  the  bath  only  for  a 
month,  that  he  had  no  criminal  record 
and  that  he  is  gainfully  employed  in 
British  Columbia.  Marron  then  request- 
ed that  the  judge  enter  a  finding  of  guilt 
and  grant  an  absolute  discharge.  How- 
arth  confirmed  that  it  was  a  joint  sub- 
mission, and  Judge  Osborne  complied 
with  the  request. 

An  absolute  discharge  means  that, 
while  a  finding  of  guilt  is  recorded  by 
the  court,  the  defendant  can  lawfully 
say  he  or  she  has  not  been  convicted  of 
a  criminal  offence  and  can  eventually 
apply  to  have  the  record  expunged. 

Stephen  Briggs  explained  to  both 
RTPC  and  The  Body  Politic  why  he 
entered  the  guilty  plea.  He  said  he'd 
never  seen  Marron,  who  had  been  re- 
tained on  his  behalf  by  Roman's  owner 
Taylor,  before  walking  into  court  that 
morning.  He  and  his  co-accused  were 
taken  out  into  the  hall  and  told  that  the 
joint  submission  for  an  absolute  dis- 
charge could  be  arranged  if  two  people 
would  agree  to  plead  guilty.  At  first  no 
one  was  willing,  said  Briggs.  "As  Owen 
(Ryan)  said,  'we're  not  guilty  so  why 
should  we  say  we  are?'  "  Briggs  says  he 
asked  what  would  happen  if  they  pro- 
ceeded, and  was  told  that  the  case 
"wouldn't  touch  gay  political  issues;  the 
result  would  be  convictions  and  fines  — 
$1000  minimum."  He  then  asked  about 
the  sentences  that  were  handed  down  in 
the  original  Barracks  case  —  condition- 
al discharges  and  no  fines.  He  claims 
Marron  asked  "Is  that  what  hap- 
pened?" "He  seemed  anxious  to  get  it 
over  with,"  Briggs  reported,  "and  the 
whole  thing  seemed  like  a  farce.  I  finally 
decided  to  plead  guilty  because  there 
seemed  no  way  out."  Briggs  claimed, 
"Marron  didn't  seem  prepared  to  go  in 
and  fight  it  and  I  didn't  have  any  confi- 
dence in  him  by  that  point." 

George  Marron  explained  that  he  had 
not  planned  the  plea-bargaining,  and 
was  not  aware  it  was  possible  until  nine 
o'clock  the  morning  of  November  2, 


when  he  was  approached  to  negotiate 
with  the  Crown  Attorney.  He  assured 
TBP  that  he  was  prepared  to  fight  if  that 
had  been  his  clients'  choice.  He  doesn't 
think  the  Crown  will  proceed  with  the 
found-ins'  cases  because  "it  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  in  which  the 
offer  was  made.  If  I  were  the  Crown  At- 
torney, and  accused  keepers  of  an  alleg- 
ed bawdyhouse  had  charges  dropped  or 
received  absolute  discharges,  I  wouldn't 
bother  with  the  found-ins,"  he 
explained. 

Marron  says  he  was  familiar  with  The 
Barracks  case,  although  he  didn't  seem 
to  know  about  Maloney's  appeal.  He 
did  say  that  the  November  2  trial 
couldn't  have  touched  on  gay  political 
issues  because  "I  can't  cross-examine 
the  police  about  why  they  conducted  the 
raids,  they'd  just  say  they  had  com- 
plaints to  investigate."  He  didn't  seem 
concerned  about  challenging  anti-gay 
laws,  bolstering  the  morale  of  the 
Toronto  gay  community  or  clearing  the 
names  of  the  gay  baths  charged  as 
bawdyhouses.  Although  he  agreed  that 
"a  re-examination  of  the  Criminal  Code 
is  in  order,"  he  didn't  seem  able  to  app- 
ly that  to  how  he'd  conducted  this  case. 

When  told  Briggs  had  said  he  had  no 
confidence  in  him,  Marron  replied  that 
his  client  hadn't  said  or  done  anything 
to  indicate  that,  either  at  the  time  of  the 
trial  or  since. 

David  Humphrey,  lawyer  for 
Roman's  owner  Bob  Taylor,  does  not 
believe  Briggs's  guilty  plea  will  affect 
the  continued  operation  of  the  Roman's 
II.  "It  must  be  shown  that  someone  ac- 
cused of  keeping  a  common  bawdy- 
house knew  what  was  going  on,  and  that 
can't  be  proven  of  Mr  Taylor,"  he  said. 

Bob  Taylor  sees  Briggs's  plea  and  the 
withdrawing  of  charges  as  "an  oppor- 
tunity to  pick  up  our  marbles  and  go  — 
to  avoid  three  or  four  weeks  of  trial  and 
to  have  the  charges  against  Rodney 
(Chan  —  who  is  now  living  outside  of 
Canada)  dropped.  But  this  isn't  the  end 
of  it,"  he  said,  referring  to  his  civil  suit 
for  damages  launched  against  the  police 
in  the  wake  of  the  raids. 

Taylor,  who  has  donated  $5,000  to  the 
RTPC  and  estimates  his  customers  have 
donated  another  $5,000,  is  concerned 
about  the  future.  If  found-ins  are  pres- 
sured into  pleading  guilty,  he  says,  it  is 
evidence  of  "the  totally  political 
nature"  of  the  raids  and  charges. 
"We're  naive  about  authorities,"  he 
said.  "It's  not  the  cop  on  the  street 
who's  responsible  for  this.  Political 
decisions  are  made  by  those  higher  up." 

RTPC  Legal  Co-ordination  Commit- 
tee spokesman  Elan  Rosenquist  said 
that  his  group  concentrated  on  provid- 
ing witnesses  for  the  Roman's  trial 
rather  than  courtroom  supporters.  The 
committee  regrets  its  absence  from  the 
court  and  has  vowed  not  to  let  it  happen 
again. 

"The  problem  remains  that  most 
people  faced  with  charges  don't  realize 
the  importance  of  having  their  lawyers 
work  with  us,"  he  said.  "The  system 
isn't  set  up  in  such  a  way  as  to  encour- 
age cooperative  work  among  legal  pro- 
fessionals, but  most  of  the  cases  where 
people  have  beaten  these  kinds  of 
charges  have  been  conducted  by  people 
in  touch  with  us,  benefiting  from  the  ac- 
cumulated expertise  and  resources  of 
the  community." 

A  meeting  has  been  organized  by  the 
Legal  Co-ordination  Committee  to  ac- 
quaint accused  keepers,  found-ins  and 
their  lawyers  with  the  most  recent  devel- 
opments, 2-5  pm  November  28  at  519 
Church  Street.  Those  arrested  at  the 
Roman's  II  are  urged  to  attend. 

Chris  BearchellD 
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Boy-lovers  forced  onto  Depo-Provera  to  reduce  sex  drive 

Risking  cancer  to  stay  out  of  jail 


Every  day,  about  a  dozen  men  in  the 
city  of  Toronto  dutifully  wash  down 
their  medicine. 

What  makes  this  seemingly  com- 
mon event  noteworthy  is  that  the  med- 
ication contains  100-200  mg  of  the  drug 
Provera,  most  commonly  adminis- 
tered to  Third  World  women  as  a  con- 
traceptive. Most  of  the  men  are  taking  it 
under  court  rather  than  doctor's  orders, 
to  dampen  socially  unacceptable  in- 
terests —  including  sex  with  underage 
partners. 

But  if  recent  laboratory  studies  on 
animals  have  similar  implications  for 
humans,  these  men  may  suffer  more 
than  a  decrease  in  their  sexual  drives. 

Provera  is  a  synthetic  hormone  drug 
which  may  be  carcinogenic.  In  wide- 
spread use  for  birth  control  in  Third 
World  countries,  the  drug  is  not  ap- 
roved  for  contraceptive  use  in  the  US 
or  Canada  because  studies  have  linked  it 
with  breast  and  uterine  cancer  in 
laboratory  animals. 

The  implications  of  the  use  of  Pro- 
vera were  most  recently  brought  to  pub- 
lic attention  by  a  study,  reported  in  The 
Globe  and  Mail,  which  revealed  that 
three  severely  retarded  women  had  died 
of  breast  cancer  in  Ontario  institutions 
while  taking  Depo  Provera  —  Provera 
in  injectable  form. 

What  is  not  so  widely  know  is  that 
Provera  is  also  used  as  sex-drive  depres- 
sant in  the  treatment  of  male  sex  of- 
fenders in  many  North  American  treat- 
ment centres,  including  the  Clarke  In- 
stitute's Forensic  Service  in  Toronto. 
Forensic  medicine  deals  with  the  treat- 
ment of  criminal  behaviour,  and  the 
department  sees  men  referred  for  treat- 
ment as  a  condition  of  parole. 

Provera  is  a  synthetic  form  of  the 
hormone  progesterone,  and  was  first  de- 
veloped in  the  early  60s.  The  drug's 
known  side  effects  include  a  sense  of  fa- 
tigue, depression,  irritability  and  weighf 
gain,  the  same  symptoms  some  women 
experience  on  birth  control  pills.  It  has 
also  been  reported  to  cause  hair  loss. 

In  the  mid  70s,  Provera  was  tested  on 
beagle  dogs  and  found  to  cause  an  in- 
creased incidence  of  breast  cancer.  In 

1978  a  study  required  by  the  US  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  found  it  led  to 
uterine  cancer  in  rhesus  monkeys. 

A  much  more  important  study  on 
humans  was  conducted  in  Thailand  in 

1979  by  Dr  Malcolm  Potts,  director  of 
the  International  Fertility  Research  Pro- 
gramme (reported  in  Mother  Jones, 
November  1981).  He  studied  60  women 
who  had  been  hospitalized  from  1973  to 
1978  in  Chaing  Mai,  where  more  than 
100,000  women  had  been  given  Depo 
Provera.  However,  record-keeping  and 
follow-up  procedures  were  so  badly  ad- 
ministered (and  manipulated)  in  the 
study  that  no  carcinogenic  links  could 
be  shown.  Dr  Potts  confidently  asserted 
that  Depo  Provera  was  safe,  and  the 
drug  continues  to  be  widely  used  and 
promoted  in  Third  World  countries. 

Despite  Provera's  potential  as  a  car- 
cinogen, Ontario  Community  and  So- 
cial Services  Minister  Frank  Drea  told 
the  provincial  legislature  that  the  drug 
would  still  be  used  in  Ontario  institu- 
tions at  the  discretion  of  doctors. 

Dr  Steven  Hucker  is  a  psychiatrist 
working  in  the  Forensic  Service  of  the 
Clarke  Institute  in  Toronto.  He  has 
been  giving  doses  of  Provera  for  about 
five  years  to  men  classed  as  sex  offend- 
ers. The  men  Hucker  treats  are  primari- 


ly court  referrals,  though  some  of  his 
patients  come  of  their  own  accord. 
Hucker  is  currently  administering  the 
drug  to  12  patients,  who  take  Provera 
orally  in  doses  of  100-200  mg  daily,  a 
much  higher  dosage  than  is  used  for 
contraception. 

Provera  is  not  given  routinely  to  all 
men  referred  to  the  Forensic  Service.  It 
is  used  primarily  with  habitual  sex  of- 
fenders, when  counselling  alone  is  not 
sufficient  to  control  behaviour. 

The  drug  works  by  depressing  testos- 
terone levels  in  men  (it  has  the  same  ef- 
fect in  women),  thus  "removing  the  im- 
pulsive nature  of  the  sexual  attraction." 
Hucker  explained  this  gives  the  patient  a 
chance  to  stop  and  think  before  acting 
on  his  desire  and,  if  he  is  sufficently 
motivated,  to  control  himself.  For  this 
reason,  he  finds  Provera  suitable  for 
pedophiles.  He  feels  pedophiles  should 
try  to  change  their  behaviour  in  order  to 
stay  out  of  legal  trouble,  although  he 
agrees  they  should  not  be  seen  as  violent 
or  dangerous  men. 

Hucker  stressed  that  Provera  is  taken 
on  a  strictly  voluntary  basis  (except 
where  taking  it  is  made  a  condition  of 
parole),  that  his  patients  are  advised  of 
its  possible  side  effects,  and  may  stop 
treatment  at  any  point.  In  fact,  many  of 
the  patients  Hucker  sees,  including  ped- 
ophiles, refuse  the  drug.  "Many  (pedo- 
philes) turn  it  down,"  he  said,  "feeling 
it  is  society  which  labels  it  as  a  devia- 
tion. They  just  don't  want  to  change 
their  impulses."  It  is  heartening  to  hear 
that,  even  if  society's  attitude  to  pedo- 
philia remains  profoundly  negative, 
many  pedophiles  themselves  are  no 
longer  buying  it. 

Does  Provera  really  help  sex  offend- 
ers change  their  behaviour?  Hucker 
feels  that  when  the  patient  is  highly  mo- 
tivated and  compliant,  it  does  help  him 
to  control  himself,  at  least  while  he  is 
taking  the  drug.  However,  since  relative- 
ly few  patients  keep  in  touch  after  their 
parole  is  finished,  it  is  difficult  to  assess 
long-term  effects. 

Should  a  potentially  carcinogenic 
drug  be  used  under  any  circumstances? 
How  risky  does  a  drug  have  to  be  before 
you  refuse  to  prescribe  it?  Hucker  says 
that  many  drugs  are  potentially  danger- 
ous, and  that  Provera  has  not  yet  been 
proven  to  be  a  cancer-causing  agent  in 
humans.  He  feels  the  drug  is  not  risky 
enough  to  be  considered  dangerous, 
given  its  benefits  and  given  that  it  is 
taken  with  full  understanding  of  possi- 
ble side  effects.  "Better  off  taking  the 
drug  then  running  the  risk  of  jail  or  the 
serious  mental  problems  some  men  face 
as  a  result  of  their  behaviour." 

There  is  a  moral  issue  inherent  in  all 
forensic  medicine,  and  Hucker  freely 
admits  that  many  psychiatrists  and  ther- 
apists are  opposed  to  the  use  of  drugs  to 
modify  behaviour.  Where  men  are  re- 
quired by  the  courts  to  seek  treatment 
as  an  alternative  to  a  prison  term,  the 
issue  is  certainly  cloudier  and  Hucker  is 
uncomfortable  with  the  situation.  He 
would  prefer  that  his  patients  really 
want  to  change.  "The  courts  are  saying, 
you  take  this  medicine  or  go  to  jail,"  he 
said.  "The  ethical  question  is  whether 
the  courts  should  be  allowed  to  say 
this." 

But  cancer  and  coercion  aside,  it  will 
be  a  while  before  the  real  ethical  ques- 
tion is  addressed  —  why  modify  the  be- 
haviour of  pedophiles  at  all? 

Robert  Trow 


How  do  you 
support  -* 

yourself  { 

By  getting  behind 

the  Gay  Community  Appeal. 

\^     With  your  support,  the  2nd  Gay  Community 
Appeal  of  Toronto  will  be  able  to  fund  23  worthwhile 
projects  serving  the  interests  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  Appeal  exists  to  give  you  an  opportunity  to  give 
something  of  your  income  to  ensure  the  continued 
growth  and  development  of  Toronto's  gay  community. 
We  are  all  beneficiaries  of  the  services  and  strengths  of  our 
community!  You  can  help  by  completing  and  sending 
the  coupon  below. 

\^     With  your  support,  on  Friday,  February  12,  1982, 
at  Casa  Loma,  we'll  once  againjoin  together  in  celebration 
of  our  continuing  commitment  to  Support  Our  Selves. 
Now  that's  something  to  celebrate! 


-3x# 


D  I'd  like  to  attend  an  Appeal  fuhdraising  party,  where  I'll 
be  able  to  see  the  Appeal's  audio-visual  show.  Profiles 
from  Within,  have  a  swell  time,  and  make  my  annual 
contribution  to  the  Appeal. 

□  I'm  prepared  to  host  an  appeal  fundraising  party,  an 
S.O.S.  evening,  for  a  group  of  my  friends. 

{or  call  869-3036,  it'll  be  quicker) 

□  I'd  like  you  to  send  me  the  Appeal  brochure  describing 
the  23  projects  you're  asking  me  to  support.  Then  I'll 
send  you  my  contribution. 

□  I  support  the  Gay  Community  Appeal,  and  my  annual 
contribution  for  this  year  is  S 

Please  check  one  of  the  following: 

□  Cheque  (payable  to  Gay  Community  Appeal,  or  G.CA) 

□  Post-dated  cheque(s) 

D  VISA  # '. 

□  Master  Charge  #  

Signature  for  charges  


Name 


Address 


Telephone 


Postal  Code 


Mail  to  Gay  Community  Appeal.  Box  2212.  Station  P.  Toronto  M5S  2T2 
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Right  dumps  DC  reform  bill 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  the  first 
significant  legislative  victory  for  Moral 
Majority,  the  US  House  of  Representa- 
tives voted  overwhelmingly  October  1  to] 
overturn  the  capital  district's  sex-law 
reform.  The  Moral  Majority  cam- 
paigned against  the  bill,  arguing  that  it 
legitimized  homosexuality. 

Approved  by  Washington's  city  coun- 
cil in  a  unanimous  vote  July  14  and 
signed  by  the  mayor  July  21,  the  Sexual 
Assault  Reform  Act  would  have  decrim- 
inalized most  forms  of  private,  consen- 
sual sex  between  adults  by  repealing  sec- 
tions of  the  criminal  code  which  prohib- 
ited sodomy,  adultery  and  oral  sex.  The 
act  would  also  have  established  16  as  the 
uniform  age  of  consent  and  would  have 
made  it  possible  for  wives  to  charge 
their  husbands  with  rape. 

The  281-1 19  vote  marked  the  first 
time  since  Congress  granted  the  city 
home-rule  powers  in  1973  that  it  vetoed 
a  District  law  which  did  not  involve  a 
clear  Federal  interest.  Washington 
mayor  Marion  Barry  called  congression- 
al interference  with  home  rule  "out- 
rageous." Representative  Ron  Dellums 
(Democrat,  California),  head  of  the 
House  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
act,  condemned  the  vote,  charging  that 
it  had  made  home  rule  into  "a  sham 
and  a  fraud."  Dellums  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Congressional  Black  Caucus, 
all  of  whom  had  supported  the  bill, 
claimed  that  the  striking  down  of  the 
law  revealed  a  strong  prejudice  against 
the  city's  black  majority. 

The  American  Bar  Association  and 
the  American  Law  Institute  have  en- 
dorsed such  legal  reform,  and  25  of  50 
American  states  have  made  similar 
changes  to  their  legal  codes. 

The  October  1  vote  followed  a  lobby- 
ing and  direct-majl  campaign  by  the 
Moral  Majority  and  the  Christian  Voice, 
a  kindred  fundamentalist  group.  Moral 
Majority  Report,  with  a  circulation  of 
one  million,  charged  that  the  measure 
would  legalize  sex  with  animals,  public 
sex  and  the  seduction  of  students  by 
their  teachers.  "They  distorted  the  effect 
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Moral  Majority  Report  scare  campaign:  Distorting  the  law  until  you  could  hardly  recognize  it 


of  the  law  to  such  an  extent  that  you 
could  hardly  recognize  it,"  said  Susan 
Green  of  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  (GRNL). 

The  GRNL  and  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF)  had  mounted  a  lobby 
campaign  in  support  of  the  bill  and 
organized  a  coalition  of  29  local  church, 
public  interest,  labour  and  legal  associa- 
tions to  oppose  its  veto. 

"What  happened  in  Washington  is  a 
threat  to  every  gay  person  in  this  coun- 
try," concludes  Mel  Boozer,  head  of  the 
Washington  office  of  the  NGTF.  But 
Boozer  also  believes  that  the  Moral  Ma- 
jority has  given  the  gay  community  "a 
visible  target  that  should  be  helpful  in 
mobilizing  support. "□ 

'Gay  vote"  emerges 
in  Australian  politics 

SYDNEY  —  For  the  first  time  in  an 
Australian  election,  the  "gay  vote"  has 
emerged  as  a  force  in  state  politics,  and 
the  September  19  election  victory  of 
labour  candidate  Fred  Miller  has  been 
seen  as  due  in  part  to  his  popularity 
among  gay  voters. 


Uniting  to  fight  the  Family  Protection  Act 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Representatives 
from  more  than  40  prominent  US  civil 
rights  and  educational  organizations  met 
October  2  to  form  a  coalition  to  oppose 
passage  of  the  Family  Protection  Act 
(FPA).  The  meeting  came  in  the  wake  of 
the  Moral  Majority's  successful  bid  to 
block  Washington's  Sexual  Assault 
Reform  Act. 

Among  the  groups  represented  were 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  B'nai 
Brith  Women,  the  Ms  Foundation,  the 
NAACP,  the  National  Educational 
Association,  Women's  Action  Alliance, 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  and  the 
Children's  Defense  Fund.  Gay  coalition 
organizations  included  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  (NGTF)  and  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund.  Alt 
the  coalition  members  agreed  that  the 
FPA  must  "be  fought  in  its  entirety." 


At  a  September  23  press  conference 
sponsored  by  the  NGTF,  opposition  to  the 
FPA  was  expressed  by  well-known 
organizations  and  individuals.  Americans 
for  Democratic  Action,  National 
Women's  Political  Caucus,  the  National 
Association  of  Social  Workers  and  Ed 
Asner,  star  of  the  Lou  Grant  television 
show  and  newly  elected  president  of  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  all  joined  in  the 
press  conference. 

The  assembled  media  were  told  by 
NGTF  Executive  Director  Lucia  Valeska 
that  "lesbians  and  gay  men,  in  virtually 
every  community  in  our  nation,  must  live 
with  the  threat  of  repression  and 
violence.  The  Family  Protection  Act 
would  legitimize  that  repression,  create  a 
climate  which  encourages  the  violence, 
and  make  a  large  segment  of  the  Ameri- 
can population  second-class  citizens.  "D 


After  a  1979  redistribution  of  elec- 
toral boundaries  in  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  Sydney  gay  ghetto  fell 
squarely  in  the  riding  of  Bligh.  In  elec- 
tion campaigns  this  September,  both 
Miller  and  incumbent  Liberal  John  Bar- 
raclough  gave  interviews  and  took  out 
advertisements  in  local  gay  newspapers. 
A  recently  formed  Gay  Rights  Lobby 
began  an  intensive  campaign  to  encour- 
age gays  to  vote  as  a  bloc. 

Miller  came  out  as  most  supportive 
and  articulate  on  gay  rights.  He  said  he 
would  defend  funding  for  education 
projects  on  homosexuality  and  called 
for  an  inquiry  into  police  harassment  in 
the  gay  community.  Barraclough  op- 
posed lowering  the  age  of  consent  and 
refused  to  commit  himself  to  supporting 
educational  projects. 

The  election  also  brought  some  bad 
news  for  the  State's  gays.  Reverend 
Fred  Nile  was  elected  to  the  Upper 
House  of  the  state  legislature.  Nile  is  the 
former  director  of  the  anti-gay  Festival 
of  Light.  He  campaigned  relentlessly  on 
the  issues  of  drug  abuse  and  permissive- 
ness, and  attacked  a  proposed  Educa- 
tion Kit  on  Homosexuality  and  the  use 
of  the  book,  Young,  Gay  and  Proud. 

Melbourne's  Gay  Community  News 
commented,  "the  most  dangerous  as- 
pect of  Nile's  victory  is  that  for  three 
terms  of  Parliament  he  will  be  covered 
by  Parliamentary  Privilege.  And  as  he  is 
in  the  business  of  gay,  feminist  and 
teacher  bashing,  this  could  prove  a  most 
powerful  position  indeed." □ 

Council  of  Europe 
backs  gay  rights  plan 

STRASBOURG  —  The  Assembly  of 
the  Council  of  Europe,  an  international 
organization  with  representatives  from 
all  Western  European  countries,  voted 
October  1  to  endorse  a  wide-ranging 
programme  for  gay  rights. 

In  a  61-to-22  vote  with  five  absten- 
tions, the  Assembly  recommended  that 
its  Committee  of  Ministers  urge  member 
states  to  abolish  "laws  and  practices" 
which  make  homosexual  acts  between 
consenting  adults  liable  to  criminal  pro- 
secution. The  resolutions  also  called  for 
the  destruction  of  police  lists  of  gays, 


guarantees  against  employment  discrim- 
ination, the  cessation  of  compulsory 
medical  treatment  or  research  designed 
to  alter  the  sexual  orientation  of  adults, 
the  equalization  of  age-of-consent  laws, 
and  guarantees  that  custody  rights  not 
be  restricted  because  of  a  parent's 
sexuality. 

The  Assembly  failed  to  recommend 
that  "sexual  preference"  be  added  to 
the  European  Convention  on  Human 
Rights  on  the  grounds  that  the  Conven- 
tion was  already  comprehensive  enough 
to  take  in  sexual  orientation. 

The  International  Gay  Association, 
which  lobbied  the  Assembly's  parlia- 
mentary delegations,  is  now  planning  to 
approach  the  Council's  Committee  of 
Ministers  to  see  that  the  recommend- 
ation receives  speedy  attention.  The  IGA 
is  also  lobbying  the  European  Parlia- 
ment to  take  a  stand~on  gay  rights.  □ 

Court  backs  teacher 
fired  for  gay  lover 

DAYTON,  OHIO  —  Sexual  preference 
is  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  disciplin- 
ing or  firing  a  teacher,  US  magistrate 
Robert  Steinberg  ruled  October  19. 

A  federal  jury  of  eight  women  and 
four  men  awarded  former  high-school 
vocational  counsellor  Marjorie  Rowland 
$40,447  in  damages  October  23.  In  his 
ruling,  Steinberg  found  that  the  Mad- 
River  School  District  had  violated 
Rowland's  constitutional  rights  to 
freedom  of  speech  and  equal  protection 
of  law. 

Rowland  contended  that  her  high- 
school  principal  first  suspended  and 
then  fired  her  because  she  had  told  her 
secretary  and  two  gay  students  that  she 
had  a  woman  lover.  □ 

First  Mexican  group 
dies  after  four  years 

MEXICO  CITY  —  This  country's  first 
gay  group,  the  Frente  homosexuel  de 
action  revolucionaria  (FHAR),  has  for- 
mally dissolved  after  a  prolonged 
organizational  and  financial  crisis. 

The  "homosexual  front  for  revolu- 
tionary action"  led  gay  people  into  the 
streets,  for  the  first  time  in  Mexican 
history,  in  July  1978.  The  organization 
was  closely  associated  with  the  left,  and 
received  support  from  the  Trotskyist 
worker's  revolutionary  party  and  later 
the  communist  party  of  Mexico. 

Ironically,  FHAR's  collapse  was,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  result  of  its  im- 
mediate success.  Their  original  aim  of 
organizing  small  independent  collectives 
to  do  consciousness-raising  and  build  a 
base  in  the  gay  community  was  never 
realized.  Instead,  the  small  number  of 
militants  found  themselves  swamped 
with  requests  to  speak  to  left  organiza- 
tions, universities  and  the  press. 

The  group  was  also  involved  in 
organizing  a  response  to  mounting  pol- 
ice repression,  and  participated  in  pro- 
gressive coalitions.  With  its  financial 
and  human  resources  continually  over- 
taxed, the  organization's  projects  col- 
lapsed one  by  pne.  Divisions  within 
FHAR,  and  between  it  and  other  Mex-. 
ican  gay  groups,  became  bitter  as,  ac- 
cording to  FHAR,  "discouragement  and 
distrust  spread  in  the  gay  community." 

A  plenary  meeting  August  14  to  16 
was  unable  to  resolve  the  crisis,  and 
delegates  decided  unanimously  to  dis- 
band the  organization. 

Many  of  the  group's  former  members 
have  agreed  to  reorganize  into  smaller 
collectives  "to  enter  a  process  of  pol- 
itical and  organizational  transition. "□ 
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Dudgeon  wins  case  against  UK, 
Ulster  must  reform  ami-gay  laws 


LONDON  —  A  four-year  battle  ended 
in  a  victory  for  gay  rights  October  22 
when  the  European  Court  found  that 
the  law  against  homosexuality  in  Nor- 
thern Ireland  is  an  unjustified  in- 
terference in  private  life.  The  court 
ordered  the  UK  government  to  give 
"just  satisfaction"  to  a  Northern 
Ireland  gay  man,  Jeff  Dudgeon,  who 
had  claimed  damages  for  "distress  and 
suffering"  caused  by  the  law. 

Dudgeon  began  his  battle  against 
Northern  Ireland's  anti-gay  laws  in  1977 
after  he  and  19  other  gay  activists  were 
arrested  and  interrogated  by  police.  He 
claimed  the  laws  punishing  homosexual 
acts  in  Ulster  with  life  imprisonment 
infringed  on  his  human  rights. 

The  National  Council  for  Civil  Liber- 
ties (NCCL),  which  had  supported 
Dudgeon's  claim,  called  on  Cabinet  to 
introduce  legislation  immediately  to 
repeal  the  law.  The  likeliest  course  of 
action  is  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 


Northern  Ireland  will  present  a  draft 
order  which  would  go  to  Parliament 
after  passing  the  Privy  Council.  The 
process  could  take  up  to  four  months. 

If  the  government  fails  to  act  to 
change  the  law,  it  could  face  European 
diplomatic  pressure,  and  theoretically 
could  even  be  expelled  from  its  Euro- 
pean associations. 

The  NCCL  is  also  calling  for  the  ex- 
tension of  law  reform  to  the  Isle  of  Man 
and  the  Channel  Islands,  where  homo- 
sexuality is  still  completely  illegal. 

The  Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equal- 
ity called  the  judgment  "historic." 
Chairperson  Mike  Jarrett  described  it  as 
"a  major  victory  for  gay  rights.  It's  the 
first  occasion  that  the  European  Court 
has  interpreted  the  Convention  on 
Human  Rights  to  include  gay  people." 

Dudgeon  seemed  pleased  with  the  de- 
cision. "It's  been  a  bit  of  a  grind  and  a 
thing  like  this  absolutely  eats  up  your 
private  life.  But  it's  been  worth  it."D 


A  bit  of  a  grind,  but  worth  it:  Jeff  Dudgeon  with  NCCL's  Patricia  Hewitt  announcing  the  victory 


British  forces  purge 
nets  six  new  victims 

LONDON  —  Six  more  soldiers  have 
been  court-martialled  at  the  Colchester 
garrison  northeast  of  London  for  sexual 
activity  which  would  be  legal  if  carried 
out  by  civilians. 

One  soldier,  22-year-old  Signalman 
Malcolm  McMichael,  was  discharged 
with  disgrace  and  sentenced  to  1 12  days 
detention  for  three  charges  of  "gross  in- 
decency." The  three  men  charged  with 
him  were  sentenced  to  84  days  detention 
each. 

Later  in  October,  two  married  sol- 
diers also  pleaded  guilty  to  four  charges 
of  "gross  indecency."  They  were  both 
discharged  with  disgrace  and  sentenced 
to  112  days  detention. 

Most  of  the'men  pleaded  that  they 
had  been  drunk  at  the  time.  "If  any- 
thing did  happen,  I  didn't  know  about 
it  or  agree  to  it,"  said  Private  Peter 
Biggs.  "I  had  been  out  drinking  Pernod 
and  Coke.  I  don't  know  how  much  but 
it  was  a  lot." 

Harry  Coen  of  the  Campaign  for  Ho- 
mosexual Equality  called  the  courts- 
martial  "a  ludicrous  waste  of  public 
money  and  an  even  more  ludicrous 
waste  of  people's  lives.  The  whole 
thing  comes  to  no  more  than  a  drunken 
fumble  and  a  wank."  Coen  estimated 
that  more  than  $250,000  was  spent  to 
find  the  first  four  soldiers  guilty. 

Barry  Prothero,  of  the  National 
Council  for  Civil  Liberties,  said  it  was 


"barbaric"  to  try  homosexual  service- 
men as  criminals  and  make  them  face 
"savage  sentences."  "It  is  unjustifiably 
harsh  to  sentence  men  to  imprisonment 
and  to  discharge  them  with  disgrace, 
wrecking  their  career  prospects,  for  con- 
duct which  is  not  illegal  in  civilian 
life."D 

Women's  sex  guide 
targeted  by  censors 

A  Moral  Majority-inspired  campaign 
targeting  small-town  and  school  librar- 
ies is  attempting  to  remove  from  their 
shelves  the  award-winning  handbook  of 
sexual  information  and  education  for 
women,  Our  Bodies,  Ourselves.  The 
campaign  has  been  mostly  unsuccessful 
to  date,  the  book's  publishers  report. 

Ironically,  the  origins  of  the  Moral 
Majority  drive  lie  in  a  1976  American 
Library  Association  (ALA)  award  for 
the  best  book  for  young  adults.  A  year 
later,  the  ALA  placed  Our  Bodies, 
Ourselves  on  its  list  of  ten  all-time  best 
books  for  young  adults.  This  brought 
the  book  to  the  attention  of  Phyllis 
Schlafly's  Eagle  Forum  and  then,  in 
1979,  to  the  attention  of  the  Moral 
Majority. 

In  a  letter  circulated  to  its  national 
mailing  list  in  the  fall  of  1980,  Moral 
Majority's  national  office  singled  out 
sections  of  the  book  which  dealt  with 
masturbation,  pre-marital  sex,  and  les- 
bian lifestyles  in  a  positive  and  support- 
ive manner.  The  letter  arrived  in  an 
envelope  with  the  warning:  Sexually  Ex- 


plicit Material  Enclosed.  Do  Not  Let 
This  Letter  Fall  Into  The  Hands  Of 
Small  Children!  Inside,  the  reader  was 
instructed  to  "destroy  this  sheet 
immediately  after  you've  read  it." 
The  Moral  Majority's  letter  has 
resulted  in  censorship  attacks  upon  the 
book  in  approximately  35  small  towns, 
according  to  Paula  Doress  of  the 
Boston  Women's  Health  Book  Collec- 
tive, the  publishers  of  the  book. 
However,  even  where  local  citizens  are 
unaware  or  sceptical  of  the  book's  con- 
tents, they  tend  to  oppose  censorship.  □ 

New  Norwegian  law 
faces  first  court  test 

OSLO  —  The  new  Norwegian  law 
making  it  illegal  to  "publicly  threaten, 
insult  or  bear  hatred  towards,  persecute 
or  hold  in  contempt,  a  person  or  group 
of  persons  on  the  grounds  of  homosex- 
ual orientation  and  way  of  life,"  is  to  be 
tested  against  a  Christian  fundamental- 
ist group  called  Pilgrim  People  (PP). 

DNF-48,  Norway's  oldest  gay  organi- 
zation, announced  it  is  bringing  charges 
against  the  PP  for  "harassing  homosex- 
uals in  print  and  speech."  PP  leafleted 
Oslo  September  25  calling  for  the  execu- 
tion of  homosexuals.  About  50  gays 
attended  a  subsequent  PP  meeting  and 
29  were  arrested  by  police  after  a  heated 
argument  broke  out.  All  were  released 
later  without  charges. 

The  following  day  100  lesbians  and 
gay  men  were  refused  entry  to  a  PP 
meeting  and  one  gay  man  was  beaten 
unconscious. 

The  PP  described  DNF-48  general  sec- 
retary Kim  Friele  as  "resembling  the 
homosexual  savages  who  brought  Hitler 
to  power." 

DNF-48  is  holding  a  tape  of  a  PP 
preacher's  sermon  as  evidence  for  its 
charges.  □ 

Tennis  star  pushed 
to  return  to  closet 

Tennis  star  Martina  Navratilova  con- 
tinues to  face  repercussions  for  her 
openness  about  her  sexual  preference 
for  women. 

Following  the  publicizing  of  her 
affair  with  lesbian  author  Rita  Mae 
Brown,  Navratilova  was  forced  to  re- 
sign as  president  of  the  Women's  Tennis 
Association.  The  association  then  elect- 
ed Billie  Jean  King  as  her  replacement, 
only  to  be  faced  later  with  yet  another 
revelation  of  a  lesbian  love  affair. 

Navratilova,  who  describes  herself  as 


a  bisexual,  recently  told  the  press  that 
Avon  Products  Inc  has  threatened  to 
cease  its  sponsorship  of  women's  tennis 
tournaments  because  of  her  and  Billie 
Jean  King's  statements  about  their  sex- 
ual orientations.  A  Czechoslovakian 
emigre,  Navratilova  is  also  concerned 
about  her  pending  application  for  US 
citizenship.  □ 

I  will  fight  for  gays 
says  Atlanta's  mayor 

ATLANTA,  GA  —  Former  US  Ambas- 
sador to  the  United  Nations  and  newly- 
elected  mayor  of  Atlanta  Andy  Young 
spoke  out  on  behalf  of  gay  rights  during 
his  recent  election  campaign. 

"It  ought  not  to  be  necessary  for  gay 
people  to  always  fight  their  own 
battles,"  Young  told  the  Atlanta  Ga- 
zette, describing  his  experience  in  re- 
ceiving support  from  gay  friends  on  the 
issue  of  racism.  "There  ought  to  be  a 
group  of  people  who,  for  civil  libertari- 
an reasons  or  just  through  personal  sen- 
sitivity, are  aware  of  the  implications 
for  gays  of  any  issue  in  the  city.  I'm  for 
the  gay  community  and  would  be  com- 
fortable in  speaking  out  on  its  behalf 
when  gays  are  not  there  to  speak  for 
themselves." 

Young  was  a  leader  in  Martin  Luther 
King's  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  and  in  1972  was  elected  as 
the  first  black  Congressman  from  Geor- 
gia in  more  than  a  century.  □ 

Government  blushes 
over  "disabled"  gays 

LONDON  —  A  hoax  letter  written  on 
Department  of  Employment  notepaper 
has  caused  an  uproar  among  British 
government  organizations. 

Earlier  this  year  the  Right  Reverend 
Robert  Runcie,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, described  homosexuality  as  a 
"handicap." 

The  hoax  letter,  ostensibly  signed  by 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Employment,  proposes  that 
homosexuals  should  be  classified  as  dis- 
abled people  and  considered  eligible  for 
reserved  categories  of  employment  un- 
der the  Disabled  Person's  Act.  All 
homosexuals  would  be  required  to  regis- 
ter with  the  Disabled  Resettlement  Offi- 
cer at  local  job  centres.  "As  with  all 
other  forms  of  disability,  medical  evi- 
dence will  be  required." 

A  Department  spokesperson  com- 
mented, "This  is  not  a  very  nice  letter  at 
all.  The  matter  is  being  investigated." □ 


Wisconsin  moves  to  be  first  state 
to  enact  gay  rights  legislation 


MADISON,  WISC  —  Swimming 
against  the  political  tide,  the  Wisconsin 
State  Assembly  passed  a  bill  October  23 
which  prohibits  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

If,  as  is  expected,  the  more  progres- 
sive State  Senate  follows  suit  and  the 
Governor  does  not  veto  the  bill,  Wis- 
consin would  become  the  first  state  in 
the  American  union  to  enact  legislation 
to  protect  gay  people  from  discrimi- 
nation in  housing,  public  accommodation 
and  employment.  The  bill  passed  the 
Assembly  by  a  vote  of  50  to  46. 

"We  have  cleared  the  major  hurdle," 
an  overjoyed  author  of  the  bill.  Repre- 
sentative David  Clarenbach,  told  Chica- 
go's Gay  Life. 

The  success  was  attributed  to  a  wide 


base  of  support  from  religious  groups, 
including  the  Milwaukee  dioceses  of  the 
Episcopal  and  Roman  Catholic  church- 
es, and  the  state  bodies  of  the  United 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  American 
Baptist,  Unitarian  Universalist  and 
Lutheran  churches. 

"What  happened  here  today  is  a  vic- 
tory for  gay  people  everywhere,"  Clar- 
enbach concluded.  "Let  the  Moral  Ma- 
jority and  the  hate-mongers  take  notice 
that  the  gay  rights  movement  and  hu- 
man decency  are  alive  and  well."D 
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As  tensions  rise,  do  liaison  officers  or  gay  cops  really  make  a  difference? 

At  the  cutting  edge  in  San  Francisco 


In  his  research  visit  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, Toronto 's  gay  /police 
relations  investigator,  Arnold 
Bruner,  concluded  that  that  city 
had  a  "police/gay  relationships 
crisis,  "  but  that  "by  applying  the  con- 
cept of  homosexuals  as  human  beings, 
the  crisis  had  passed.  " 

San  Francisco  continues  to  be  the  gay 
mecca  that  the  media  flock  to  for  con- 
firmation of  the  still  shocking  notion 
that  a  gay  community  can  participate 
actively  and  visibly  in  a  city 's  affairs. 
The  image  of  San  Francisco  as  a  toler- 
ant city  with  a  pro-gay  administration 
has  been  enhanced  by  programmes  of 
open  recruitment  of  gay  and  lesbian 
police  officers  and  sheriff's  deputies, 
the  appointment  of  a  lesbian  police 
commissioner  and  the  creation  of  a 
position  of  liaison  between  the  gay  com- 
munity and  the  police.  Officer  Paul 
Seidler,  who  recently  visited  Toronto, 
fills  the  position. 

Is  San  Francisco  a  model  for  Toronto 
and  other  cities  with  gay  communities 
growing  in  visibility  and  strength? 
Arnold  Bruner  believes  that  Toronto  is 
about  "to  enter  a  new  era  of  under- 
standing" between  the  gay  community 
and  the  police  department.  He  places 
much  of  his  hope  on  the  mechanism  of 
a  dialogue  committee.  Such  a  device  will 
no  doubt  help  in  a  general  way,  but  we 
should  not  be  carried  away  by  the 
notion  that  everything  will  be  solved 
simply  by  talking.  The  real  issue  is  the 
kind  of  control  a  community  has  over 
its  police  forces. 

"You  are  at  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
struggle  to  get  the  police  under 
control,  "former  Toronto  mayor  John 
Sewell  told  a  gay  community  meeting 
sponsored  by  the  Right  to  Privacy  Com- 
mittee here  recently.  "It's  really  unfor- 
tunate that  you  have  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  it." 

The  gay  community  in  San  Francisco 
still  finds  itself  in  much  the  same  posi- 
tion. Below,  Greg  Day,  a  San  Francisco 
gay  activist,  recounts  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties the  community  there  still  faces. 

Toronto  is  not  San  Francisco;  as  the 
Bruner  report  said,  each  city  must  find 
its  own  solutions.  But  many  of  the 
issues  Greg  Day  raises  here  will  have  to 
be  faced  squarely  in  Toronto  if  Arnold 
Bruner 's  —  and  our  —  hopes  are  to  be 
realized. 

—  Ed  Jackson 

"Who  do  the  police  protect?  Dan 
White,  that's  who!" 

Outside  San  Francisco's  Hall  of 
Justice  on  October  26,  more  than  50 
demonstrators  marched  and  chanted  as 
the  last  of  the  defendants  from  the  May 
21 ,  1979  "White  Night"  riots  were 
finally  brought  to  trial.  Peter  Plate  was 
judged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  for 
breaking  the  window  of  a  police  car; 
David  Waddle  was  found  guilty  of  a  fel- 
ony for  assault  on  police  officers. 
Waddle,  the  only  defendant  convicted 
of  a  felony,  awaits  sentencing  December 
9,  and  faces  a  possible  five-year  prison 
term  for  throwing  a  bottle  in  the 
direction  of  a  line  of  police  officers 
more  than  a  hundred  feet  away.  There 
was  no  evidence  that  the  bottle  even 
landed  near  the  police. 


The  riot:  Police  cars  burning  outside  City 
Hall  on  "White  Night,  "  May  21,  1979 
The  mayor:  Diane  Feinstein,  thrust  into  off- 
ice by  the  assassination  of  George  Moscone 
and  since  re-elected,  has  been  a  disappoint- 
ment to  gay  constituents  who  supported  her 
The  last  defendants:  Plate  and  Waddle  — 
scapegoated  for  the  actions  of  thousands7 


Attorneys  for  the  defence  charged 
that  Waddle  and  Plate  were  being  scape- 
goated for  the  actions  of  thousands  of 
citizens  at  the  City  Hall  riots.  "Scores 
of  people  were  injured  by  police,"  Wad- 
dle's attorney  Marilyn  Waller  said  at  his 
hearing,  "and  not  a  single  officer  has 
received  so  much  as  a  reprimand." 

Two  and  a  half  years  have  passed 
since  the  events  of  May  21,  1979,  yet  the 
issues  of  that  day  remain  for  the  most 
part  unresolved.  The  jury's  verdict  of 
manslaughter  in  Dan  White's  double 
murder  of  Mayor  George  Moscone  and 
gay  city  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  was, 
for  many  of  the  city's  minority  citizens, 
proof  of  the  inequalities  of  the  justice 
system.  Sentenced  to  less  than  eight 
years'  imprisonment,  Dan  White  is 
scheduled  for  parole  in  less  than  three 
years.  The  police  riot  in  the  city's  Cas- 
tro neighbourhood  following  the  events 
at  City  Hall  was  seen  by  many  as  a 
retaliatory  strike  against  the  gay  com- 
munity. The  rebellion  within  the  ranks 
of  the  police  department  on  that  night 
and  the  subsequent  vote  by  the  powerful 
Police  Officers  Association  of  no  confi- 
dence in  Chief  Charles  Gain,  who  had 
been  cooperative  with  the  gay  communi- 
ty, led  to  his  removal  from  office. 
Charges  of  police  brutality  on  the  night 
of  May  21  have  never  been  investigated 
by  the  District  Attorney.  Civil  suits 
against  individual  policemen  have  been 
hampered  because  officers  concealed 
their  faces  under  riot  helmets  and 
removed  their  badges. 

Many  people  in  the  gay  community 
and  in  other  minority  communities  per- 
ceive the  murders  of  George  Moscone 
and  Harvey  Milk  as  political  assassina- 
tions which  replaced  a  progressive, 
minority-based  coalition  at  City  Hall 
with  one  allied  to  the  traditional  big 
business  interests  of  downtown.  Mayor 
Diane  Feinstein  has  from  the  beginning 
of  her  administration  lauded  the  profes- 
sionalism of  the  police  department  and 
refused  to  give  credence  to  the  increas- 
ing number  of  complaints  of  miscon- 
duct and  harassment  of  gays  and  other 
minorities.  She  has  refused  to  address 
the  issue  of  violence  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  saying  that  the  the  rising  num- 
ber of  attacks  are  only  a  part  of  increas- 
ing violence  in  general. 

Statistics  gathered  by  the  Community 
United  Against  Violence  show  a  rapid 
increase  in  anti-lesbian  and  anti-gay 
violence  at  a  time  when  the  police 
department  reports  a  7%  decline  in  the 
city's  assault  rate.  Murder  has  increased 
by  33%  in  1981 .  Recently  a  gay  man 
was  stabbed  to  death  on  Polk  Street 
after  his  assailant  asked  if  he  was  gay 
(see  World  News,  November  TBP).  Ten- 
sion has  continued  to  rise  among  gay 
people,  and  there  has  been  criticism 
from  community  leaders  that  the  police 
are  not  acting  to  curb  anti-gay  violence. 

Faced  with  a  rapidly  increasing  num- 
ber of  complaints  of  police  brutality 
and  misconduct,  and  evidence  that  the 
Internal  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Police  Department  was  not  ser- 
iously pursuing  investigation  of  these 
charges,  the  city's  Board  of  Supervisors 
called  for  public  hearings  in  May  of  this 
year.  Led  by  gay  Supervisor  Harry  Britt, 
this  call  brought  together  representa- 


tives from  the  entire  political  spectrum 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  in- 
cluding such  conservative  groups  as  the 
Concerned  Republicans  for  Individual 
Rights.  Together  with  a  number  of 
minority  community  organizations, 
such  as  the  NAACP,  these  groups  testi- 
fied in  favour  of  the  inclusion  of  civil- 
ians in  investigations  of  police  actions. 

Originally  put  forward  in  1977  by  the 
San  Francisco  Bar  Association  as  a 
measure  to  increase  police  credibility, 
the  civilian  investigation  proposal  is 
considered  very  moderate  by  political 
activists.  It  simply  removes  police  offi- 
cers from  the  task  of  investigating  their 
colleagues,  many  of  whom  they  know 
personally.  The  plan  also  calls  for  in- 
creased communication  with  the  Police 
Commission,  which  oversees  the  depart- 
ment's progress  and  the  promotion  of 
individual  officers. 

The  plan  was  opposed  by  Mayor 
Feinstein,  the  police  chief  and  the  Police 
Officers  Association,  who  claimed  it 
would  unduly  politicize  the  police 
department.  The  mayor  characterized 
proponents  of  the  plan  as  radical  and 
"far  left."  She  decided  to  implement  a 
plan  by  the  police  chief,  which  called 
for  no  more  than  minor  organizational 
changes  in  the  department. 

There  had  been  considerable  support 
among  the  black,  Hispanic,  Asian  and 
other  minority  communities  for  Britt's 
proposal  to  hire  civilian  investigators; 
the  local  press,  nonetheless,  had  charac- 
terized it  as  a  gay  issue.  According  to 
Community  United  Against  Violence, 
complaints  of  harassment  and  use  of  ex- 
cessive force  by  police  officers  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  have  increased 
dramatically  since  the  proposal  became 
a  public  issue. 

On  June  28  at  the  Lesbian /Gay  Free- 
dom Day  Parade,  a  number  of  police 
officers  used  verbal  abuse,  batons  and 
motorcycles  against  the  crowds  along 
the  route.  According  to  parade  safety 
monitors,  excessive  force  by  police 
motorcycle  officers  escalated  to  a  near- 
riot  situation  when  an  officer  an- 
nounced that  it  was  "time  to  kick  ass" 
and  sent  in  a  call  for  help  that  drew  20 
officers  on  motorcycles  into  the  thick  of 
the  crowd. 

In  August,  Polk  Street  merchants, 
both  gay  and  straight,  requested  police 
assistance  in  combatting  increasing 
incidents  of  violent  crime,  prostitution 
and  drug  abuse  in  the  area.  The  police 
department,  under  advice  from  the 
mayor,  sent  in  special  undercover  teams 
which,  in  a  period  of  three  weeks, 
arrested  449  people.  A  wide  range  of 
people  were  caught  in  this  cleanup, 
including  employees  and  patrons  of  local 
bars  and  restaurants.  Many  of  those 
arrested  later  complained  of  physical 
and  verbal  abuse.  Amid  charges  of 
indiscriminate  police  sweeps  of  this  gay 
neighbourhood,  an  aide  to  the  mayor  in 
a  slip  of  the  tongue  referred  to  the 
undercover  teams  as  "shock  troops." 
According  to  police  reports,  1 1  of  the 
arrests  were  for  prostitution,  43%  were 
drug-related  and  111  —  the  largest 
single  category  —  were  for  obstructing 
the  sidewalk.  Of  the  449  arrests,  only 
three  resulted  in  convictions.  The  city's 
Human  Rights  Commission,  Police 
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Candlelight  procession  for  murdered  George  Moscone  and  Harvey  Milk,  May  1979:  political  assassinations  to  get  rid  of  a  progressive  coalition 


Commissioner  Jo  Daly  and  a  number  of 
community  leaders,  gay  and  straight, 
called  the  police  action  a  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  civil  rights. 

Also  in  August,  undercover  police  ar- 
rested 12  people  at  Trocadero  Transfer, 
the  gay  community's  largest  dance  club, 
for  alleged  possession  of  drugs.  Several 
of  these  people  have  charged  the  police 
with  excessive  use  of  force.  Charges 
against  1 1  of  those  arrested  were 
dropped;  one  was  fined  for  possession 
of  a  single  joint  of  marijuana.  The 
police  department  later  revoked  the 
operating  licences  of  several  clubs,  but 
they  remain  open  pending  appeals. 

On  October  6  the  police  raided  the 
book  store  of  the  Libertarian  Party,  a 
group  that  had  been  very  vocal  in  call- 
ing for  a  civilian  police  review  board.  In 
an  interview  with  Konstantin  Berlandt 
of  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  Justin 
Raimondo  said  that  the  police  manacled 
everyone  present,  asked  them  about 
their  political  beliefs,  and  asked  him 
during  a  strip  search  if  he  was  gay.  The 
police  then  pulled  all  the  books  from 
the  shelves  and  arrested  those  present 
for  possession  of  drugs.  Charges  have 
been  dropped  against  five  of  the  eleven. 
According  to  Raimondo,  the  police  con- 
fiscated all  the  correspondence,  files, 
mailing  lists  and  photographs  for  the 
party's  newspaper,  Libertarian  Van- 
guard and  will  not  return  them  —  or 
even  admit  that  they  have  them  in  their 
possession.  The  police  claim  it  was  a 
standard  drug  bust  for  marijuana. 

On  October  26,  police  raided  Circus- 
Circus,  Operation  Concern's  annual 
fundraiser  for  its  community  counsel- 
ling services.  Eight  gay  community 
leaders  were  arrested  for  gambling. 
Gambling  at  charity  events  is  a  long- 
standing tradition  in  San  Francisco.  The 
charges  were  later  dropped,  but  the 
money  confiscated  has  yet  to  be  re- 
turned. In  response  to  charges  of  selec- 
tive enforcement  of  the  law,  the  police 
say  that  they  were  simply  responding  to 
complaints,  and  that  they  would  raid 
church-sponsored  gambling  events  if 
they  had  complaints. 

Citizen  complaints  against  the  police 
in  San  Francisco  are  strikingly  similar  to 
those  listed  in  the  brief  submitted  by 
Toronto's  Right  to  Privacy  Committee 


to  Arnold  Bruner  in  his  investigation  of 
that  city's  police /gay  community  rela- 
tions. There  are  many  witnessed  and 
photographed  incidents  of  police  offi- 
cers removing  their  identification 
badges.  Plainclothes  officers  routinely 
entrap  citizens  for  alleged  drug  sales  and 
prostitution.  In  several  reported  in- 
stances, citizens  thought  they  were  being 
mugged  and  kidnapped  because  officers 
failed  to  identify  themselves.  Several 
were  charged  with  resisting  arrest  when 
they  did  not  know  an  arrest  was  taking 
place.  There  have  been  other  incidents 
Of  people  being  arrested  for  simply  in- 
quiring about  an  arrest  in  progress.  On 
numerous  occasions  police  have  at- 
tacked entire  crowds  of  demonstrators 
or  innocent  bystanders  because  one  per- 
son threw  a  bottle,  or  because  "crowd 
control"  techniques  mandated  clearing 
the  area.. 

• 
San  Francisco  City  Attorney  George 
Agnost  ruled  recently  that  the  mayor 
has  exclusive  power  over  police  pro- 
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grammes.  The  city's  Board  of  Super- 
visors is  empowered  only  to  call  for 
public  inquiries  and  to  make  recommen- 
dations to  the  mayor.  Members  of  the 
Police  Commission  are  also  appointed 
by  the  mayor.  The  commissioners  usual- 
ly have  access  only  to  citizen  complaints 
substantiated  by  the  Internal  Affairs 
Bureau  of  the  police  department.  Of  the 
380  charges  of  excessive  force  made 
against  police  officers  in  1980,  the  Inter- 
nal Affairs  Bureau  did  not  substantiate 
a  single  case.  Many  citizens  report  dif- 
ficulty in  even  trying  to  file  a  complaint 
with  the  Bureau. 


In  search  of  trust 

Paul  Seidler,  liaison  officer  between  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department  and  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,  talked  to  TBP 
during  a  recent  visit  to  Toronto: 

"I  see  my  job  mainly  as  a  salesman  to 
the  gay  community, ' '  Saidler  said.  '  7  sell 
the  police  department.  And  to  the  police 
department  I  sell  the  gay  community. 

"When  problems  or  conflicts  arise,  I  act 
as  a  trouble-shooter  or  go-between  and 
information-collector  for  both  sides. ' ' 

Seidler,  a  14-year  veteran  of  the  police 
department,  was  assigned  to  his  job  in 
January  1981,  after  the  community  rela- 
tions unit  of  the  SFPD  was  re-established 
under  a  new  chief  appointed  by  Mayor 
Diane  Feinstein. 

Community  relations  is  a  concept  which 
is  just  beginning  to  catch  on  in  North 
American  police  departments.  Seidler  says 
there  is  still  resistance  to  his  kind  of  job 
within  the  SFPD.  '  'Any  time  that  you  get 
oft  the  street,  there  is  a  perception  by  the 
street  cop  that  you  're  no  longer  one  of  the 
guys, ' '  he  says   ' '  You  're  not  out  there 
lighting  crime  anymore. ' ' 

To  be  a  successful  mediator,  Seidler 
needs  the  cooperation  of  both  the  police 


Paul  Seidler:  salesman  in  two  directions 


and  the  gay  community.  The  gay  commu- 
nity has  good  reason  to  be  wary  of  the 
police.  I  asked  Seidler  which  side  dis- 
trusted him  less.  "I  feel  I  have  a  rapport 
with  both,  "  he  said.  "I  perceive  that  I'm 
trusted  by  both  communities. " 

'  'My  being  present  at  gay  I unctions  and 
being  visible  to  the  leadership  of  the  com- 
munity is  very  beneficial, ' '  he  said. 
'  'Others  see  the  rapport  I  have  with  these 
people.  It  starts  to  open  doors. ' ' 

Why  should  the  gay  community  trust 
someone  appointed  by  the  police? 
'  'Because  they  have  everything  to  gain, ' ' 
Seidler  said.  ' '  The  need  tor  dialogue  is  so 
important  that  there  is  a  need  to  trust  the 
person  who  is  doing  the  work. ' ' 

Suppose  Seidler  were  forced  to  declare 
his  allegiance  —  had  to  decide  between 
the  gay  community  or  supporting  the  ac- 
tions ol  the  police:  How  would  he  choose9 

Police  Officer  Seidler  was  candid:  '  7 
know  where  my  paycheque  comes  Irom. ' ' 

EJ 


The  Police  Officers  Association  re- 
mains one  of  the  most  powerful  politi- 
cal forces  in  the  city.  In  a  December 
1979  article  called  "Please  Don't  Han- 
dle or  Bruise  the  Fruit!"  in  the  San 
Francisco  Policeman,  the  Association's 
official  publication,  officer  Frank 
McDonagh  referred  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  as  a  sickness  that  is  cov- 
ering the  city  like  a  blanket  of  plague. 
'  The  Association  is  currently  suing  the 
NAACP,  and  recently  brought  a  $20 
million  suit  against  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  a  gay  community  newspaper, 
for  its  coverage  of  police  conduct  in  a 
recent  raid  on  The  Question  Mark  Bar. 

Mayor  Feinstein  continues  to  meet 
charges  of  police  misconduct  with 
liberal  rhetoric  promoting  the  image  of 
San  Francisco  as  a  tolerant  city.  She 
recalls  the  past  support  for  gay  rights 
while  at  the  same  time  giving  unequiv- 
ocal support  to  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department.  Although  she  fulfilled  a 
campaign  promise  by  appointing  lesbian 
Jo  Daly  to  the  Police  Commission,  the 
majority  of  her  appointments  (including 
that  of  a  former  police  chief)  to  the 
commission  have  been  decidedly  pro- 
police, 

While  the  recruitment  of  openly  gay 
deputies  in  the  Sheriff's  department  has 
been  successful  in  attracting  a  number 
of  competent  officers,  the  gay  recruits 
to  the  police  department  remain  in  the 
closet.  The  issue  of  whether  gay  police 
officers  are  a  benefit  to  the  gay  com- 
munity remains  in  doubt.  Many  in  the 
gay  community  support  lesbian  activist 
Catherine  Angel's  recent  statement  that 
gay  police  may  decide  to  be  brutal  in 
their  attempts  to  prove  themselves  to 
their  straight  colleagues.  Openly  gay 
officers  such  as  Connie  O'Connor  and 
John  Abney  in  the  Sheriff's  department 
argue  that  gay  police  are  no  better  or 
worse  than  straight  police.  In  a  recent 
interview  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
in  which  he  came  out  as  gay,  Officer 
Woody  Tennant  of  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department  said  that  the  major- 
ity of  lesbian  and  gay  officers  in  the 
force  were,  like  their  straight  coun- 
terparts, opposed  to  civilian  investiga- 
tion of  police  conduct. 

The  liaison  to  the  gay  community,  Of- 
ficer Paul  Seidler,  regularly  attends  a 
variety  of  gay  community  meetings  of 
his  own  accord,  whether  or  not  his  pres- 
ence is  desired  by  the  gay  community. 
According  to  Michael  Nulty,  co-ordina- 
tor  of  the  first  California-wide  confer- 
ence of  lesbian  and  gay  youth,  Officer 
Seidler  attended  their  conference  but 
refused  to  register  as  a  participant  or  be 
seated  when  requested  to  do  so.  Many 
in  the  gay  community  feel  that  Seidler's 
primary  function  is  to  collect  informa- 
tion about  gay  community  activities  for 
the  police  department. 

In  a  recent  conversation  with  this 
reporter,  Supervisor  Harry  Britt  echoed 
a  general  response  of  frustration,  saying 
that  the  only  possibility  for  change  at 
present  is  to  replace  Mayor  Feinstein. 
Britt  also  favours  a  yet-to-be-drafted 
ballot  measure  to  alter  the  City  Charter 
to  provide  more  direct  citizen  input  into 
review  of  police  programmes  and 
conduct. 

Many  political  groups  favour  such  a 
measure,  but  Britt  and  others  at  City 
Hall  don't  think  this  is  the  time  to  try 
that  strategy.  The  primary  political 
strategy  is  to  replace  the  mayor  in  the 
1983  elect  ion.  □ 

Greg  Day  is  a  freelance  writer  and 
photographer,  and  co-founder  of  the  Les- 
bian/Gay Press  Corps.  He  is  the  1981  Co- 
Chair  of  ihe  Lesbian /Gay  Freedom  Day 
Committee,  which  organizes  San  Francisco's 
annual  Pride  Parade  and  Celebration. 
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Art 


Richard  Plowright  Photography.  Exhibi- 
tion of  black  and  white  photography  of  male 
nudes.  Multi-imagery  and  images  from  Pas- 
sion and  Art  show.  Award-winning  After 
Dark  photographer.  Neighbours  Restaurant, 
562  Church  St.  924-1972.  Through  Dec  12. 
DColour  Xerography:  7  Approaches. 
Exhibition  of  contemporary  images  created 
with  a  new  technological  tool.  A  look  at  how 
seven  artists  employ  or  incorporate  colour 
xerography  in  their  work.  Includes  Dave 
Anderson,  William  Deacon,  Jennifer 
Dickson,  Tracy  Douglas,  Kelly  McCallum 
and  George  Whiteside,  as  well  as  Ottawa 
artist  Evergon.  Perhaps  the  first  Xerox  artist 
in  Canada,  Evergon  photographs  the  human 
form  on  a  life-size,  glass-bottomed  structure 
from  a  point  of  view  almost  inside  the  Xerox 
machine  itself.  Gallery  Quan,  1 12  Scollard 
St.  968-7822.  Opening  Wed,  Dec  2  at 
7:30  pm.  Through  Jan  2,  1982. 

Towards  an  Art  of  the  Left:  the  Humanist 
Perspective.  Exhibition  of  paintings  and 
graphics  by  Toronto  artist  Connie  Eckhert. 
"I  am  seeking  a  secular  humanism  —  an  art 
of  the  left,"  Eckhert  says,  "that  is  con- 
cerned with  individuals,  a  political  art  that 
does  not  generalize  or  abstract."  Partisan 
Gallery,  2388  Dundas  St  W  (at  Bloor  sub- 
way). Mon-Fri  6-9  pm;  weekends  noon- 
6  pm.  Through  Dec  3. 
□  Prints  at  Graphics  International.  Print 
exhibition  and  pottery  at  open  house  on  art 
for  Christmas.  Nov  28/29.  97  Winchester  St, 
Cabbagetown.  923-5513. 


TV/Radio 


□  Love,  Sidney.  The  controversial  new  TV 
series  with  a  lonely,  middle-aged  homosexual 


Laundered:  Tony  Randall  as  TV's  Sidney 

as  the  lead  character,  played  by  Tony 
Randall.  Sidney  adopts  an  acerbic,  free- 
spirited  actress  and  her  illegitimate  child.  His 
gayness  is  downplayed  —  he's  merely  a 
"male  mother"  according  to  one  critic  — 
but  that  didn't  stop  the  Moral  Majority 
types  from  shrieking  about  the  pernicious 
dangers  of  portraying  homosexuals  favour- 
ably on  TV.  Randall's  character  has  been 
laundered  into  overwhelming  respectability 
with  no  visible  sex  life,  but  the  show  has  its 
poignant  moments.  Wednesdays  at  9:30  pm 
on  NBC-TV  (channels  2  and  8). 


Stage 


Kntertaining  Mr  Sloane.  Joe  Orion's  ver- 
sion of  a  drawing-room  comedy,  mannered 
and  maniacal,  is  about  sex,  violence  and  the 
survival  of  the  fittest  (see  review  this  page). 
Through  Dec  13,  Tues-Fri,  8:30  pm;  Sat,  5 
and  9  pm;  Sun,  2:30  pm.  Toronto  Free 
Theatre,  26  Berkeley  St.  368-7601. 


□  David  Roche  Talks  to  You  About  Love.  A 

highly  personal  look  at  an  eternal  subject. 
Directed  by  Bob  White.  On  view  again  for 
AKA's  Fin  de  Partie  (see  below).  Info: 
862-0659. 

□  AKA:  Fin  de  Partie.  Still  in  town, 
developing  works.  A  series  of  theatrical 
events,  including  David  Roche  Talks  to  You 
About  Love.  Also  Samuel  Beckett,  Paul 
Bettis,  Jackie  Burroughs,  Jean  Cocteau,  Jim 
Garrard,  Sky  Gilbert,  Peter  Handke,  Maryse 
Holder,  Marien  Lewis,  Kate  Lynch,  Andrew 
Scorer,  Richard  Shoichet,  Bruce  Vavarina, 
Tennessee  Williams  and  others.  Nov  26-28, 
Dec  3-5,  Dec  10-12.  8:30,  9:30  or  10:30  pm. 
Theatre  Centre,  666  King  St  W.  $5.  More  up- 
-to-date  info:  862-0659. 

□  Theatre  of  the  Film  Noir.  A  return  of  one 
of  the  best  works  from  last  May's  Toronto 
Theatre  Festival,  with  most  of  the  original 
cast.  George  Walker's  witty  script  deals  with 
political  and  sexual  intrigue,  both  types 
often  of  a  homosexual  nature.  A  show  not  to 
miss.  Nov  18-Dec  20.  Tues-Fri,  8:30  pm;  Sat, 
8  and  10  pm.  Sun,  2:30  pm.  Adelaide  Court, 
57  Adelaide  St  E.  363-6401. 

□  P.S.  Your  Cat  is  Dead!  Playwright  James 
Kirkwood,  who  went  on  to  write  A  Chorus 
Line,  here  presents  a  play  that  effectively 
combines  burglary  and  homosexuality  —  an 
interesting  combination.  Dec  18- Jan  2,  Tues- 
Sat,  8:30  pm;  Sun,  3  pm.  Alumnae  Theatre, 
70  Berkeley  St.  364-4170. 

□  Piaf  —  Her  Songs,  Her  Loves.  A  music- 
and-drama  show  starring  the  wonderful 
Kathy  Michael  McGlynn  as  Edith  Piaf, 
whose  songs  and  emotionalism  won  the 
hearts  of  many.  Mon-Sat,  6  pm.  The  Ports 
Dinner  Theatre,  1 145  Yonge  St.  961-7678. 
Unlimited  run. 

□  Homeland.  A  new  play  by  Stephen 
Ralston,  the  author  of  last  year's  Mixed 
Company,  about  a  South  African  immigrant 
family  living  in  Toronto.  Dec  3-12,  Thurs- 
Sat,  8  pm.  Palmerston  Library  Theatre,  560 
Palmerston  Ave.  463-4279. 

□  A  Woman  of  No  Importance.  Oscar 
Wilde's  social  comedy  about  the  injustice  of 
women's  treatment  by  society.  Nov  26- 
Dec  12.  Tues-Sat,  8:30  pm.  Alumnae 
Theatre,  70  Berkeley  St.  364-4170. 

□  Tamara.  The  hit  of  the  Toronto  Theatre 
Festival  has  now  moved  to  Hamilton.  The 
play,  with  its  lesbian  content  intact,  is  now 
being  performed  in  a  real  castle  —  Dundurn 
Castle.  Through  Nov  29.  Tues-Sat,  8  pm; 
Sun,  2  pm  and  7:30  pm.  Dundurn  Place, 
Hamilton.  525-5151  (Hamilton)  or 
1-800-263-6972  (Toronto  toll-free  line). 

I  iLet  My  People  Come.  A  musical  about 
sex-,  including  some  lesbian  and  gay  material. 
Basin  St  Cabaret,  180  Queen  St  W.  Mon- 
Thurs,  9  pm;  Fri-Sat,  8  and  1 1  pm. 
598-3013.  Unlimited  run. 

□  Noel/Cole  in  My  Soul.  A  musical  debate. 
An  original  revue  featuring  the  music  and 
lyrics  of  Noel  Coward  and  Cole  Porter. 
Written  by  Carl  Ritchie  and  starring  Ritchie 
and  Elise  Dewsberry.  Part  of  dinner-theatre 
package  at  Pimblett's  Restaurant  in  Cab- 
bagetown, 249  Gerrard  St  E.  Dinner  7  pm 
and  show  8:30  pm,  Tues-Sat.  Through  Nov 
28.  Possible  extension  into  December.  Info: 
929-9525. 

□  Oliver  Button  is  a  Sissy.  A  production  by 
the  National  Tap  Dance  Company  of  Can- 
ada about  the  trials  and  triumphs  of  a  boy 
who  has  only  one  great  ambition  —  to  be  a 
tapdancer.  "A  show  for  anyone  who  has 
ever  been  called  different."  William 
Orlowski  stars,  with  taped  narration  by 
Hermione  Gingold.  Dec  17-30,  evenings  at 
8:30  pm  (except  Dec  24  and  25);  matinee  Dec 
19,  20,  24,  27,  28  and  30  at  2:30  pm.  Town 


A  North-SOUth  Blend:  Wallflower  Order,  a  lively  women's  dance  collective,  and 
Grupo  Raiz,  a  Latin  American  musical  group,  have  teamed  up  for  a  winning  blend  of  North 
American  and  Latin  American  culture.  Wallflower  Order  is  a  five-woman  dance  group  who  in- 
corporate ballet,  modern  and  jazz  dance  forms  as  well  as  theatre,  martial  arts,  sign  language 
and  comedy  into  their  performances.  A  compelling  blend  of  art  and  politics,  they  do  pieces  on 
growing  up,  environmental  issues,  women  in  prisons  and  Latin  American  struggles.  Grupo 
Raiz  perform  music  in  the  traditional  style  of  the  Andes  on  instruments  such  as  charangos, 
zamponas,  flutes  and  congas.  They  sing  of  the  "joys  and  struggles  of  working  people. "  A 
Womynly  Way  Production.  West  Toronto  Secondary  School  Auditorium,  330  Lansdowne  (at 
College).  Fri,  Nov  27  at  8  pm.  Tickets  $6  in  advance,  $7  at  the  door,  available  at  the  Toronto 
Women 's  Bookstore,  SCM  Books,  Trojan  Horse  Coffeehouse  and  The  Millwheel.  Free 
childcare;  interpreted  for  the  hearing-impaired;  auditorium  wheelchair-accessible. 


Hall,  St  Lawrence  Centre,  27  Front  St  E. 
366-7723. 

□  Concert  of  Dance.  Presented  by  Depart- 
ment of  Dance  at  York  University.  Burton 
Auditorium,  York  University  (Keele  and  ' 
Steeles).  Nov  26-28.  Admission:  $2.50. 


Cinema- 


current 

□  Pixote.  Dir:  Hector  Babenco.  With  Fer- 
nando Ramos  da  Silva,  Marilia  Pera.  A  gang 
of  adolescents  —  ten-year-old  Pixote,  a  drag 
queen,  his  lover  and  a  young  tough  —  must 
turn  to  murder  and  trafficking  for  survival. 
A  brutal  examination  of  the  Brazilian  reform 
schools'  failure  to  deal  with  3  million  aban- 
doned children.  Carlton  Cineplex,  20 
Carlton  St.  246-3456. 

□  Polyester.  Dir:  John  Waters.  With  Divine, 
Tab  Hunter.  A  screaming  scratch  'n'  sniff 
extravaganza  set  in  Baltimore  —  "Charm 
City  USA"  —  with  Tab  Hunter  looking  like 
he's  spent  the  last  ten  years  in  a  jar  of  for- 

Entertaining  Mr  Sloane 

Opening  night,  things  hadn't  quite  jelled, 
but  certain  strengths  should  soon  develop  in 
the  Toronto  Free  Theatre's  current  produc- 
tion of  Joe  Orton's  evil  farce.  Production 
values  make  a  firm  foundation  (special  note 
to  set-dressing)  and  there's  an  accom- 
plished cast,  particularly  Michael  Ball  (far 
right)  as  Ed.  Geoffrey  Bowes 's  character- 
ization of  the  violently  deceitful  Mr  Sloane 
(right)  is  in  perfect  control.  At  times  his 
admirable  restraint  clashed  with  the  more 
broad  playing  of  Ball  and  of  Joyce  Campion 
as  the  pitiful  widow,  Kath.  It  was  often  a  glib 
reading,  but  nothing  could  disguise  the 
playwright's  unparalleled  ability  to  portray 
the  shambles  an  amoral,  sexually  ambivalent 
boy  makes  of  an  outwardly  staid,  inwardly 
licentious  (read  "repressed")  house- 
hold. Orton  's  sweeping  cynicism  is  a  body 
blow.  —  Phil  Shaw 


maldehyde.  Shameless.  (See  review  this 
issue,  p  31.)  Eaton  Cineplex,  One  Dundas  St 
W.  246-3456. 

Mommie  Dearest.  Dir:  Frank  Perry. 
Spineless  and  unfortunate,  that  nasty  book 
about  how  rotten  Christina's  mother  really 
was  is  now  a  film  with  a  pace  as  thick  as 
Crawford's  lipstick.  Alas,  trash  isn't  what  it 
used  to  be.  Imperial  Six.  Victoria  at  Dundas. 
364-6339. 

Repertory 

□  Women  Artists  Film  Series.  The  Women's 
Caucus  of  Canadian  Artists'  Respresentation 
of  Ontario  presents  this  series  of  films  about 
the  struggles  and  achievements  of  various 
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women  artists.  Linking  Arms,  a  film  of 
Collette  Whitten  creating  the  plaster-cast 
sculpture  of  the  same  name,  will  be  shown 
Nov  28;  Whitten  will  be  present  for  the 
screening.  On  Dec  10,  Carol  Clement  and 
Ariel  Dougherty  present  Surviva,  a  film 
about  survival  as  rural  women  artists.  The 
final  film  of  the  series  is  Masters  of  Modern 
Sculpture  III,  on  Dec  19.  Narrated  by  Mary 
Miss,  it  features  artists  Louise  Nevelson  and 
Louise  Bourgoise.  The  Funnel,  507  King  St 
E.  $3.  364-7003. 


Music 


Mama  Quilla  II.  This  popular  women's 
rock  band  is  going  through  a  transitional 
phase  right  now  —  they  even  have  a  male 
drummer.  They're  still  making  good  music, 
and  fans  have  three  chances  to  hear  them 
this  month.  First  it's  the  El  Mocambo 
Downstairs  Nov  30-Dec  5.  (464  Spadina 
Ave.  961-2558.)  Then  the  group  hits  the 
Isabella  Hotel  Dec  6-8.  (556  Sherbourne  St. 
921-4167.)  Finally,  they're  playing  at  the 
Broadside  /Womynly  Way  Benefit  Bash  Dec 
3 1 .  Dance  the  new  year  in  at  80  Winchester 
St  ($15  for  a  good  cause). 


Restaurants/cafes 

Gay  management/gay-positive  ambience 

□Crispins.  64  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

□Empire  Diner.  678  Yonge  St.  967-331 1 . 
Restaurant  and  after-hours  cafe\ 
□Fare  Exchange.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924.  Small 
neighbourhood  cafe\ 

□Hugo's.  9  Imperial  St  (one  block  north  of 
Davisville  subway  stop).  487-9233.  Medium-priced 
French  restaurant. 

□Lipstick.  580  Parliament  St.  922-6655.  Caf6-bar 
with  informal  dining. 

□Neighbours.  562  Church  St.  924-1972.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

□Pimblett's.  249  Gerrard  St  E.  929-9525.  English 
bistro  with  dinner  menu. 

New  this  issue: 

□The  Fat  Squirrel  Catering  Company.  18  Eastern 

Ave.  368-4040.  Reasonably  priced  home-cooked 


□Charly's.  488  Yonge  St,  925-5517.  Men  only.  Fri 

and  Sat  10  pm  to  3:30  am. 

□Manatee.  11A  St  Joseph  St.  922-1898.  Men 

only.  Fri,  Sat  and  Sun. 

□Stages.  530  Yonge  St.  928-0492  Mixed.  Sat 

12-5  am,  Sun  10:30  pm-4  am. 


Mama  Quilla  II  and  friends:  Jacqui  Snedker,  Lorraine  Segato,  Billy  Bryans,  Susan  Sturman 
and  Linda  Robitaille  (not  shown:  Maxine  Walsh,  Lauri  Conger):  three  chances  to  catch  them 


meals  in  informal  surroundings. 

□  Major  Roberts  Upstairs  and  Downstairs.  124 

Harbord  St.  968-7000.  Cozy  neighbourhood  bar 
upstairs,  elegant  dining  room  with  Provengal- 
oriented  menu  downstairs.  Inexpensive  tasty 
lunches.  Open  7  days  a  week. 
□Truck  Stop  Diner.  126  Peter  St.  362-5905. 
Small,  casual  diner  open  to  the  late  hours.  Local 
meeting  place  for  artists,  musicians  and  literary 
types.  Moderately  priced,  simple  menu.  Newly 
licensed. 


Bars 


□The  Albany  Tavern.  158  King  St  W  861-1 155. 

Large  lounge,  beverage  room  and  patio. 

□The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Leather  and 

western,  casual  stand-up  bar  and  disco. 

□Boots  at  the  Selby.  592  Sherbourne  St. 

921-3142.  Beverage  room,  large  lounge,  restaurant 

and  hotel  with  72  rooms. 

□Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St. 

977-9955.  Casual  stand-up  bar. 

□Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824.  Licensed 

private  dance  club  for  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only. 

□Dudes.  10  Breadalbane  St  (laneway  behind 

Parkside  Tavern).  923-6136.  Small  stand-up  and 

after-hours  bar  and  restaurant. 

□18  East.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040  Leather  and 

denim  tavern,  restaurant  and  hotel. 

□Eve's  336  Pape  Ave,  463-1 101 .  Licensed  dance 

club  for  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only. 

□Katrina's.  5  St  Joseph  St.  922-41 18.  Mixed 

restaurant  and  bar  with  live  entertainment. 

□  Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St.  977-4702.  Piano 
bar  popular  with  older  men. 

□Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St  922-3844  Bar, 
dining  room  and  men's  beverage  room 
□The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St  964-8641   Bar,  dining 
room  and  upstairs  disco. 

□  St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St  925-5517 
City's  landmark  straight-owned  gay  bar. 

Together.  457  Church  St.  923-3469  Bar,  dining 
room  for  men  and  women. 


Baths 


I   The  Backdoor  Gym  and  Sauna.  12  1/2  Elm  St 
(laneway  west  of  Yonge  St,  2  blocks  south  of  Ger- 
rard SI)  977-5997  Open  24  hours. 
I  The  Barracks.  56WidmerSt  366  1292  Leather 
and  denim  Open  6  pm  to  10  am  during  week  and 
24  hours  on  weekend 

The  Club.  231  Mutual  St  977-4629.  Open  24 
hours 

Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St 
598-2110  Open  24  hours 


□Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  Umbrella  organization  of  Toronto  les- 
bian and  gay  groups.  Forum  for  sharing  informa- 
tion and  discussing  political  controversies. 

Social/political  action 

□Association  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE).  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4. 

□Black  and  White  Men  Together.  Drawer  C446. 
c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
An  interracial  support  group  for  men. 
□Came  Out  Decades  Ago  (CODA).  Box  6248,  Stn 
A,  M5W  1 P6.  For  lesbians  and  gay  men  over  40. 
□Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  Box  822, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1G3.  533-6824.  Toronto  office:  730 
Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4 

□Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Box  608. 
Stn  K,  M4P2H1.  925-6729. 
□Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG).  961-3415. 

□Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT)  —  Toronto.  Box  281 ,  Stn  A, 
Rexdale,  ON  M9W5L3.  741-7223. 
□Gay  Academic  Union.  275  Broadview  Ave.  No  47, 
M4M  3H5.  469-4244. 

□Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Orawer  R999,  c/o  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
□Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box  2212. 
Stn  P,  M5S  2T2.  869-3036.  Fund-raising 
organization  for  gay  and  lesbian  community 
Droiects. 

□Gay  Community  Choir.  158  Brunswick  Ave, 
M5S  2M2.  PH:  Kathy  Anthony-May  534-8710. 
Practice:  Thurs  8  pm  at  519  Church  St  Communi- 
ty Centre. 

□Gay  Community  Dance  Committee.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  Organizes  community  fund-raising 
dances. 

□Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Box  187,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2L5.  532-2333  or  967-0430. 
□Gay  SIG.  Drawer  C622,  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  Group  of  gay  members  of 
MENSA  in  Canada. 

□Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  Box  793.  Stn  Q. 
M4T  2N7.  960-5579  Organizes  courses  in  self- 
defence  in  and  outside  of  Toronto. 
□Gays  and  Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Everywhere 
(GLARE).  Box  793,  Stn  Q.M4T  2N7. 
□Gays  at  University  of  Toronto  (GAUT).  c/o  SAC 
Office,  12  Hart  House  Circle.  University  of  Toronto. 
M5S  1A1   978-4911. 

□GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62.  Bramp- 
ton, ON  L6V  2K7.  Peel  Region  (Brampton- 
Mississauga)  group  for  gays  and  lesbians  Gayline 
West:  274-5068 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto. 
Box  639.  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2  961-7338 
□Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee.  Box  793. 
Stn  Q,  M4T  2N7.  Organizes  annual  end-ol-June 
celebration. 

I   Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  533-2867  Phone  counselling:  Mon. 
Fri,  Sat  7  pm-10:30  pm 

I    Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38.  Stn  E. 
M6H  4E1   465-6822. 

□Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Box  6579.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1X4  Lesbian-feminist  political  action  group 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792. 
Stn  F.  M4Y  2N7  964-1049 

Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  International  100 
MaitlandSt.  No  506.  M4Y  1E2  Toronto  chapter. 
Into  June  Tattle  at  961 -3415. 

Potluck  Suppers.  Box  6771.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X5. 
Lesbian  social  group  368-0355 

continued  on  page  24 
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Thurs/Nov26 

□ 18  East  Trial.  18  East  faces  all  seven  of  its 
charges  of  "overcrowding"  in  Crt  24,  Old 
City  Hall,  10  am.  Defence  lawyer  Peter 
Maloney. 

□  Theatre  of  the  Film  Noir.  See  Stage. 

□  Entertaining  Mr  Sloane.  See  Stage. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting 
in  private  home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for 
people  coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality. 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 

□  A  Woman  of  No  Importance.  See 

Stage. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  for  research 
and  tours,  7-10  pm.  24  Duncan  St,  fifth 
floor.  Info:  977-6320. 

□  Concert  of  Dance,  York  University.  See 
Stage. 


Fri/Nov27 


□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  International  Student 
Centre,  33  St  George  St,  7:30  pm.  Gay  Com- 
munity Appeal  Night.  Beer  and  wine;  the 
Appeal  will  provide  the  1981  presentation. 
All  bar  proceeds  will  go  to  the  Appeal. 


Noel/Cole  in  My  Soul:  Carl  Ritchie  and  Elise 
Dewsberry  at  Pimblett's  Restaurant. 

□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  Social  gathering, 

8  pm.  Info  on  location:  920-1882  (Stephen) 
or  929-5901  (Lorna). 

□  Scalawag  Cafe.  Pat  Evans  performs  an  in- 
ternal examination  on  the  piano  while  circu- 
lating amyl  nitrates  through  the  air- 
conditioning  system.  Bring  your  Dick  Tracy 
wrist  decoder.  519  Church  St,  8  pm.  $1.50. 

□  Wallflower  Order  and  Grupo  Rate.  See 
Dance. 

□  TAG  Friday  Night  Discussion  Group.  Info: 
964-6600.  See  Oct  30.  Discussion  topic:  S&M. 

Sat/Nov28 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church  St, 
2  pm. 

□  Art  for  Christmas.  Open  house  at 
Graphics  International.  Through  Nov  29. 
See  Art. 


Sun/Nov  29 


□  Dignity/Toronto.  Worship  4  pm,  followed 
by  a  visit  from  Susan  Huxford  of  FACT.  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Church,  Sherbourne  St.  In- 
fo: 960-3997. 

□  Lesbian  Potluck  Supper.  6  pm.  Info: 
368-0355. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  Singspiration  at 
7:10,  worship  at  7:30  and  fellowship  follow- 
ing. 730  Bathurst  St. 


Mon/Nov30 


□  Demonstrator's  Trial.  Trial  of  Suzanne 
O'Callaghan,  charged  during  June  20  demo 
with  assaulting  a  police  officer.  Lawyer: 
Suzie  Scott.  Judge  Sydney  Harris.  9:30  am, 
Crt  505,  College  Park.  The  trial  of  Michael 
Korican,  similarly  charged,  may  follow. 

□  Obscenity  Trial.  Continuation  of  Roy 
Montgomery's  trial  on  obscenity  charges  re- 
lating to  the  mail-order  catalogue  of  his 
leather  business.  Crt  405,  Scarborough 
Court,  1911  Eglinton  Ave  E,  10  am. 

□  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 
Meeting  6-7:30  pm.  Time  Out  Centre  in 
Jorgensen  Hall,  second  floor.  Info: 
593-4030.  Last  meeting  until  Jan  1 1 . 

"The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting  of 
support  and  consciousness-raising  group  for 
lesbians.  519  Church  St,  8  pm.  Info: 
Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778. 

□  Mama  Quilla  II  at  the  El  Mocambo. 
Through  Sat,  Dec  5.  See  Music. 


Tues/Dec  1 


lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 


Photography  by  Richard  Plowright:  Neighbours  Restaurant,  562  Church  St,  through  Dec  12 
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□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Monthly 
meeting,  8  pm.  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Ser- 
vice Rd,  Port  Credit.  Info:  Gayline  West 
274-5068. 

□  Spearhead  Bar  Night.  Social  event  at  The 
Barn. 

Wed/ Dec  2 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee. 

Business  meeting.  7:30  pm,  University  Settle- 
ment House,  23  Grange  Rd. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 


David  Roche  Talks  to  You  About  Love:  Part 
of  "AKA:  Fin  de  Partie. "  See  Stage 

□  Colour  Xerography:  7  Approaches.  Exhib- 
ition opening.  See  Art. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  at  8  pm. 
Call  James  or  David  at  463-7354  for  info  on 
location. 


Thurs/Dec3 


□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Nov  26. 

□  David  Roche  Talks  to  You  About  Love. 

See  Stage. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting, 
8  pm.  See  Nov  26. 

□  Homeland.  See  Stage. 

Fri/Dec4 

□  Obscenity  Trial.  Scheduled  final  day  of 
Roy  Montgomery's  trial  on  obscenity 
charges.  Crt  405,  Scarborough  Court,  1911 
Eglinton  Ave  E,  10  am. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Potluck  Supper 
and  Discussion.  6:30  pm.  Info  on  location: 
532-2333. 


Xerography:  "The  Dreamer:  Three"  by  Jen- 
nifer Dickson.  Gallery  Quan  from  Dec  2 

Sat/Dec  5 

□Toronto  Area  Gays  Fundraising  Dance. 

"A  Gay  Christmas."  8  pm,  519  Church  St. 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Party.  Members  only. 
Info:  921-6947. 

Sun/Dec  6 

York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf. 

Regular  meeting,  1  pm.  730  Bathurst  St. 

Lesbian  Mother's  Defence  Fund.  Potluck 
brunch,  1-4  pm.  Share  food,  friendship  and 
thoughts  on  raising  children.  Info  on  loca- 
tion: 465-6822. 

'Dignity/Toronto.  Worship  followed  by 
discussion  meeting.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm.  Info: 
960-3997. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Nov  29. 

□  Mama  Quilla  II  at  Hotel  Isabella.  See 
Music. 


Mon/Dec  7 


□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Nov  30. 

□  Breaking  the  Silence:  What  We  Do  in  Bed. 

A  forum  on  our  fantasies,  fetishes  and  sex- 
ual loves.  Sponsored  by  GLARE.  Panelists 
will  include  Michael  Riordan  and  Lim.  519 
Church  St,  8  pm.  Call  923-GAYS  to  confirm 
time  and  place. 

Tues/Dec  8 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  Integrity.  Holy  Eucharist,  8  pm.  Guest 
celebrant  and  preacher:  Fr  Whittal,  Dean  of 
Men  at  Trinity  College  and  assistant  at  St 
Mary  Magdalene,  Toronto.  Programme: 
speaker  from  the  RTPC  on  the  current  trials 
and  their  implications  for  gay  people.  St 
Peter's  Church,  Carlton  and  Bleecker  Sts, 
All  welcome. 

□  Bar  Night  at  the  Barn.  Proceeds  to  the 
RTPC  Defence  Fund.  83  Granby  St. 

Wed/Dec  9 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 


Thurs/Dec  10 


□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Nov  26. 

□  Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals.  Regular  meeting,  7:30  pm. 
Infoonloction:  532-0911. 

□  Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Coffee  with 
newcomers  -  youth,  married  men,  lesbians. 
8  pm,  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd, 
Mississauga. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting, 
8  pm.  See  Nov  26. 

□TVident  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social  event  at 
18  East. 

Fri/Dec  1 1 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  End-of-term  party. 
Gallery  Common  Room,  Hart  Hou""-, 
7:30  pm.  Cash  bar. 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of 
Canadian  Transsexauls.  Regular  meeting  at 
519  Church  St,  8  pm. 

□  Toot  Finis:  No  Frills  Band's  Last  Gig. 
York  Centre  Ballroom,  61 1  Vaughan  Rd 
(east  of  Oakwood),  8:30  pm.  Advance 
tickets  $5  at  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 
and  Together;  $6  at  door. 

□  Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Licensed 
dance,  8:30  pm.  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South 
Service  Rd,  Mississauga. 

□  Gay  Academic  Union.  Party!  Gallery 
Common  Room,  Hart  House,  U  of  T.  Cash 
bar.  Entertainment  at  your  own  indiscretion 
—  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief.  8:30  pm.  In  con- 
junction with  Gays  at  U  of  T  and  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Discussion  Groups. 


Sat/Dec  12 


□  Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Christmas  party.  Details:  961-3415. 

□  NDP  Gay  Caucus.  Call  John  Argue  for 
time  and  place.  964-1049. 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church  St, 
2  pm. 

Sun/Dec  13 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  pm.  See  Dec  6.  Visit  from  John 
Higgins  of  Lambda  Business  Council. 

□  Lesbian  Potluck  Supper.  6  pm.  Info: 
368-0355. 

f]  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Nov  29. 


Mon/Dec  14 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  General 
Meeting.  519  Church  St,  8  pm.  Info: 
368-4392. 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Nov  30. 

Tues/Dec  15 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 


Wed/Dec  16 


l    Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 
□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  at  8  pm. 
Call  James  or  David  at  463-7354  for  info  on 
location. 


Thurs/Dec  17 


□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open 
7-10  pm.  See  Nov  26. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting, 
8  pm.  See  Nov  26. 

□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  Business  meeting, 
8  pm.  Info  on  location:  Stephen  (920-1882) 
or  Lorna  (929-5901). 

□  Oliver  Button  is  a  Sissy.  See  Stage. 

□  Lanyard  Bar  Night.  Another  fun  evening 
at  18  East. 

Fri/Dec  18 

□  PS  Your  Cat  is  Dead.  See  Stage. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Christmas  Party. 
Info  on  location:  532-2333. 

Sun/Dec  20 

□  Perpetually  Indulgent  Skating.  The  Sisters 
of  Perpetual  Indulgence  host  a  Winter  Sol- 


OUI/ER 

BUTTON 
IS  A 

SISSY   . 


Oliver  Button:  St  Lawrence  Centre,  Dec  17-30 

stice  Skating  Party  at  Nathan  Phillips 
Square,  2-5  pm.  Come  dressed  as  your  win- 
ter fantasy;  bring  your  own  hot  chocolate. 

□  Dignity.  Annual  Christmas  Mass  followed 
by  reception.  4  pm.  Bring  your  friends. 
Location  and  info:  see  Dec  6. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Sunday 
service,  7:30  pm.  Special  Christmas  music. 
730  Bathurst  St. 

Mon/Dec  21 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Nov  30. 

Tues/Dec  22 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  Integrity.  Service  of  lessons  and  carols. 

8  pm,  St  Peter's  Anglican  Church,  Carlton 
and  Bleecker  Sts.  Christmas  party  after  the 
service.  All  welcome. 


Wed/Dec  23 

□  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council. 

519  Church  St,  7:30  pm.  Community 
forum  for  sharing  information  and  debating 
important  issues.  Info:  923-GAYS. 

Thurs/Dec  24 

□  Metropolitan  Commmunity  Church. 

Christmas  Eve  service.  730  Bathurst  St, 
11-12  pm. 

Sat/Dec  26 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church  St, 
2  pm. 

Sun/Dec  27 

□  Dignity.  Year-end  liturgy,  4  pm.  Location 
and  info:  see  Dec  6. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Nov  29. 

Mon/Dec  28 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Nov  30. 


Tues/Dec  29 


□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

Wed/Dec  30 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Coffee  with 
newcomers  -  youth,  married  men  and  les- 
bians. 8  pm,  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Ser- 
vice Rd,  Mississauga. 

Thurs/Dec  31 

□  Benefit  Bash  for  Broadside/Womynly 
Way.  Music  by  Mama  Quilla  II.  80  Win- 
chester St.  Licensed,  $15.  Tickets:  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore.  Everyone  welcome. 
More  info:  923-GAYS. 

□  Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Special  New 
Year's  dance.  Advance  tickets  $7.50  at  Dec 

1 1  dance.  Free  champagne  at  midnight,  one 
free  drink  ticket,  large  buffet.  8:30  pm, 
Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd, 
Mississauga. 

□  Dignity  New  Year's  Party.  Info:  960-3997. 

□  MCC  Dance.  730  Bathurst  St,  9  pm-1  am. 
Tickets  in  advance  at  same  address. 


Perpetually  indulgent:  Join  the  Sisters  for  a  Winter  Solstice  skate  at  City  Hall.  Sunday.  Dec  20 
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YOUR 


DEAD! 

By  James  Kirk  wood 
Directed  By   BJ.  Costlemon 


DECEMBER    18  JANUARY    2 


Oirrstmos   Performonce  Dec.    25 
New  Yeors  Eve  'Chompogne  &  Cavjor   Show  S15 


Tues.  -  Sat.       8:30  pm  Sunday       3:00  pi 

S6 

Alumooe   Theatre  70    Berkeley   St. 

RESERVATIONS  364  4170 


KEY  WEST 
SPECIALISTS 

We  represent  the  following: 
9  Author's 

•  The  Banyon 

•  Big  Ruby's  Inn 

•  Carmen  Miranda 

Veranda 

•  Club  Key  West 

•  Curry  House 

•  Cypress  House 

•  Eaton  Lodge 

•  Fiorini  Guest  House 

•  Floridian  Motel 

•  Garden  House 

•  Gideon  Lowe  House 

•  Hollinsed  House 

•  Hurricane  Alley 

•  Island  House 

•  La  Terraza  De  Marti 
Lighthouse  Court 
Oasis 

•  Pier  House 

•  The  Pines 

•  Simonton  Court 

•  William  St.  House 

CALL  US  FOR  RESERVATIONS 

ENCORE  TRAVEL 

469  CHURCH  ST,  TORONTO 

961-8861 
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continued  from  page  21 

DRight  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC).  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  Detence  committee  tor  gays  arrested 
under  bawdyhouse  laws.  Cheques  or  charges 
payable  to:  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC.  Into: 
368-4392. 

□RTPC  Gay  Street  Patrol.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4.  Volunteers  welcome.  Into:  leave 
message  for  Dennis  at  977-6320. 
□Ryerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  c/o  SURPI. 
Ryerson  Polytechnical  Institute,  Jorgensen  Hall, 
380  Victoria  St,  M5B  1W7.  Office:  Rm  A374, 
Jorgensen  Hall.  Hrs:  Mon  1-6  pm.  Ryerson 
Gayline:  593-4030  Mon  1-6  pm,  Thurs  6-9  pm. 
□Spouses  of  Gays,  c/o  Caryn  Miller,  260  Carlton 
St,  M5A  2L3.  Phoneline:  967-0597  Wed  and 
Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

□The  Women's  Group.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778.  Sup- 
port and  discussion  group  for  lesbians. 
□York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf.  Box  671 , 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6. 

Health/social  services 

□Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Answering  service, 
964-3962. 

□Gay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  534-8207.  Open  Tues  and  Thurs 
6:30-9:30  pm.  Professional  counselling  clinic  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Call  for  appt  or  drop  in. 
Volunteers  needed. 

□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor.  922-0603.  VD  info,  testing  and  treat- 
ment. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm;  Tues,  Thurs,  10 
am-3  pm;  Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat,  11  am-4  pm.  Call 
ahead.  VD  testing  at  baths:  Roman's,  Fri  from  9 
pm;  The  Backdoor,  every  second  Tues  from  9  pm; 
The  Club,  every  second  Wed  from  9  pm. 
□Lesbian  Phoneline.  Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 
960-3249.  Tues  7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded 
message  other  times. 

□RTPC  Support  Group.  Free  counselling  and  sup- 
port to  those  charged  in  gay-related  matters.  Info: 
John  at  961-6033. 

□Sex  Ed  Centre.  44  St  George  St,  Rm  25. 
978-3977.  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  Tcampus.  Open 
from  10  am.  Tues:  gay  counsellors'  day,  10  am- 
10  pm.  Lesbian  coming  out  group  and  drop-in: 
Wed  6  pm.  Gay  men's  discussion  groups  begin- 
ning in  Jan:  leave  name  at  office  if  interested. 
□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG).  Box  6706.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X5.  964-6600.  Free  peer  counselling  and 
info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Discussion  groups, 
women's  groups  and  coming  out  groups.  Call  Mon- 
Sat:7pm-10:30pm. 

□Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave, 
M4Y  1K9.  Gay  youth  counselling  and  street  work. 

New  this  issue: 

□A  Way  Out.  530-GAYS.  Twenty-four-hour  record- 
ed messages  for  young  lesbians  and  gays.  Three 
lines  open  starting  Dec  1 .  4-5  minutes  of  support- 
ive info  on  dealing  with  parents,  friends,  fears  and 
problems  of  coming  out.  Drawer  C614,  c/o  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 


Sports 


□Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League  (CGSL).  Box 

42,  Stn  L,  M6E4Y4. 

□Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Info: 

bulletin  boards  in  Buddy's,  18  East,  Dudes,  The 

Barn  or  Boots. 

□Out  and  Out  Club,  c/o  Drawer  C322,  The  Body 

Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  466-2709. 

Outdoor  activities  for  gay  people.  Include  phone 

number  with  enquiry. 

□Riverdale  Softball  League,  c/o  John  Williamson. 

40  Isabella  St,  No  305,  M4Y  1N1.  924-4738. 


Professional 


□Association  of  Gay  Social  Service  Workers.  Box 

182,  Stn  0,  M4A2N3. 

□Gays  in  Health  Care.  Box  5712,  Stn  A, 

M5W  1N8.  920-1882  (Stephen)  or  929-5901 

(Lorna).  Includes  nurses,  physicians,  medical 

students  and  psychologists. 

□Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  730  Bathurst  St, 

M5S  2R4. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513, 

Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2J6 


Religious 


C  Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2 

960-3997.  Group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and 

friends. 

□Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9. 

961  -1 707  or  487-7406.  Pastoral  ministry  for  gay 

and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends. 


□Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  David  Townsend, 
Drawer  C648,  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  Support  and  fellowship  for  gay 
and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  their  friends. 
□Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  532-2333.  Christian  church  with 
special  ministry  to  gay  community. 
□Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homo- 
sexuals (TOUCH).  Box  626,  Stn  Q,  M4T  1 L0. 

Publications/information 

□Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 
□The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
977-6320.  Monthly. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G2  977-6320. 

□Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS.  Twen- 
ty-four-hour recorded  message  of  weekly  events  in 
Toronto's  gay  community.  To  get  information  listed 
call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays. 


Phone  counselling  lines 

□Gay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto: 
534-8207.  Tues  and  Thurs  6:30-9:30  pm.  Pro- 
fessional counselling  by  phone  and  in  person. 
□Lesbian  Phone-line:  960*3249.  Tues 
7:30-10:30  pm. 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto:  533-2667. 
Mon,  Fri,  Sat,  7-10:30  pm. 
□U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Centre:  978-3977.  Gay  coun- 
sellors: Tues  10  am-10  pm. 
□Spouses  of  Gays:  967-0597.  Wed  and  Thurs 
6:30-8:30  pm. 

□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG):  964-6600.  Mon-Sat 
7-10:30  pm.  Counselling  and  info. 


□Glad  Day  Bookstore.  648A  Yonge  St,  2nd  floor, 
M5Y  2A6.  961-4161 .  Hours:  Mon-Wed,  10  am- 
6  pm;  Thur-Fri,  10  am-10  pm;  Sat,  10  am-6  pm. 
□Rag  Magazine.  Box  15,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2H8.  Monthly. 

New  this  issue: 

□Integrity/Toronto  Newsletter.  Box  873,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2N9.  487-7406.  Publication  of  gay  Anglican 
movement.  Bimonthly.  Sub:  $5  donation. 

Women's  resources 

The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in 
Toronto  of  particular  interest  to  lesbians.  A  complete 
listing  is  available  from  Women's  Resource  Centre, 
YWCA  (see  below). 

□Broadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1. 
598-3513.  Monthly  feminist  newspaper.  Substan- 
tial lesbian  contributions. 
□Fireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  Feminist 
quarterly  of  politics  and  the  arts. 
□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor,  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free  medical 
clinic.  Birth  control  and  gynecological  info.  VD  and 
pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and  refer- 
rals. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues, 
Thur,  4  pm-9  pm.  Call  ahead. 
□International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  789-4541 .  Independent  socialist 
feminist  organization  with  many  lesbian  members. 
□Macphail  House.  389  Church  St,  M5B  2A1 . 
977-1037.  Long-term  YWCA  residence  for  women 
16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments.  Lesbian-positive. 
□Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave, 
M4M  2G8.  461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  for  women 
16  and  over,  including  mothers  with  children. 
□Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4. 
Crisis  line:  964-8080.  Business  line:  964-7477. 
Counselling  and  info.  Self-defence  courses. 
□Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre. 
932  Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1 161 .  Employ- 
ment counselling,  job  search  and  career  planning 
workshops. 

□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  Harbord  St, 
M5S  1G4.  922-8744.  Hours:  Mon-Sat,  10:30  am- 
6  pm.  Thurs  to  7  pm,  Dec  3-31 . 
□Women  for  Survival.  427  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1X7. 
Group  concerned  about  nuclear  proliferation  and 
ecology. 

□Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  932 
Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1 161 . 
□Women's  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education 
Centre  (WCREC).  348  College  St,  M5T  1S4. 
924-0766.  Therapy,  counselling,  referrals  and  info. 
Lesbian  counsellors  on  staff. 
□Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  St 
W,  M5S  1V6.  923-6641,  Ext  244.  Books,  periodi- 
cals, audio  &  video  tapes  for  feminist  research. 
□Women's  Resource  Centre,  YWCA.  15  Birch  Ave. 
M4V  1E1.  925-3137.  Info  on  groups  and  services, 
including  booklet  Women's  Groups  in  Toronto  and 
Vicinity.  Info  and  referral  line:  925-1154.  Legal 
clinic  and  lending  library 
□Womynly  Way  Productions.  849  College  St. 
M6H  1 A1   532-7963.  Company  bringing  concerts, 
dance  and  theatrical  performances  to  city. 
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KEY  WEST 

On  America's  Caribbean  IsJe  autumn  is  a  great  time.  Cruise  Old  Town  and  the  beaches  with  just  a  bicycle  or 
your  feet.  Sunset  sailing  on  a  100  ft.  schooner  and  the  night  life  rocks  until  4  a.m.  Find  love  and  a  new  way  of 
life  on  our  island  paradise.  150  miles  southwest  from  Miami,  Florida.  Come  by  air,  sea,  or  the  Overseas 
Highway  (U.S.  1 ).  It's  Key  West,  it's  hot,  it's  for  you.  Off-season  rates  'til  Dec.  15. 


Autumn  finds: 
Warm  tropic  seas 
Suntans  getting  darker 


SIMONTON  COURT 

GUESTHOUSE   FOR  MEN 

320     SIMONTON     ST 

KEY   WEST,   FL  33040 

305     294-6386 


it's 
staying  with 

a  friend 


We're  a  little  different.  Elegant  and  friendly 
and  private  ...  the  company,  mixed  ...  in- 
dividual decor  in  our  rooms  and  apartments 
...  yet  in  the  heart  of  Old  Town  you  find 
tropical  gardens,  heated  pool,  great  rates 
and  every  convenience.  Phone  (305)  296-9915. 
Write  to  1004-T  Duval  St..  Key  West.  FL  33040. 

Key  LodgE  Motel 
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THE  LARGEST  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  HISTORIC  OLD  TOWN   •  ROOITtS.  EFFICIENCIES.  APRRTffiENTS 
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the  INN  place 

1129-T  FLEIDING  STREET,  KEY  WEST,  FLORIDA  33040  •  TELEPHONE  305/294-6284     VISA,  fTK,  AE,  TELECHEK 


z 


CURRy 

housE 


Lime  house 

"Experience  Tropical  Magic  right  In  the  heart  of 
Old  Towne.  2  blocks  to  Mallory  Square. 
Comfortably  appointed  and  fully  equipped  Unit* 
with  kitchen-bath.  A/C,  Bahama  fan;  swimming 
pool  and  private  sunbathing.  Many  amenities  in  a 
secluded,  intimate  setting.  Service  our 
speciality ."  (305)  296-2978 

219 

Elizabeth  St. 

Old  Towne 

Key  West, 

Florida 

33040 


Vem  and  Bill 
Your  Hosts 


_  Your  hosts' 
'■  Dan  a  Bobby 
806  Fleming  SI. 
Old  key  West  33040 
(305)  284-8777 

...we'll  charm  the  pants  off  of  you! 


Early  House 

11  Simontony  St.  Key  West  FL  33040 


511  Simontony  St.  Key  West  FL  33040 

(305)  294-8244 

WHAT  KEY  WEST  IS  ALL  ABOUT. 


VIC70SM1V 
HOUSE 

A  GUEST  HOUSE  FOR  THE  MALE 

A  landmark  home  oi  Old  Key  West, 
steeped  in  local  history  Tastefully 
renovated  Private  baths  &  balconies, 
sundeck,  TV,  A/C,  kitchens 
Call  or  write  tor  brochure 
410-T  HtMINC,  SI 
KtY  WtST,  H   t«M0 
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KEES  &  TERRY'S 

The  Palms  of  Key  West 

GUESTHOUSE  -  RESORT 

Spacious  rooms,  all  with 
private  bath,  AC  &  ceiling  fan 

Continental  breakfast  and 
sunset  drink  served  daily. 
For  reservations  or  further 
information  write  or  call 
your  hosts  Kees  &  Terry  at 

The  Palms  of  Key  West 
820-T  White  St.  Key  West, 
FL  33040    (305)  294-3146 


.329-0  etizMdh  Stneet 
key  west,  ft  33040 

i:  d*V€  A  66 
(309)296-5368 
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Share  our  accomodations  of 

style  &  comfort    a  variety  of 

guest  rooms  with  private  baths,  A/C 

&  kitchenettes  Private  sun  decks. 

secluded  courtyard  &  swimming 

pool  &  intimate  hot  tub 

New  bow  Summer  Rates 

823  Fleming  Street 

Key  west.  Florida  33040 

(305)  296-2 1 3 1 


a  unique  gucbt  house  for  women 


KEY  WEST 
SERENDIPITY 

for  women 


Al     ELLIE'S     NEST     you'll     find     the 

unexpected  in  style,  comlort  and  con 

venience. 

Every  room  has  AC'heat.  a  douhle  bed 

and  TV 

En|oy  the  hot  tub,  pool,  sundo  ks  and 
tropical  patio  Continental  breaklasl 
included 


1414  Newton  Street  (305)  296-5757 

Key  West,    Honda  33040 


WILLIAM  STREET  HOUSE 

Two  RESTOREd  HOMES 

offtutNq  luxufjtiovs  »c- 

COMModATIOMS  IN   rUl 
HISTORIC    dlSTRICT    of 

Old  Town  Key  West. 

Lush  PRIVATE  TRopiC  aI 

qARdEN  ANd  pool. 

in  WILLIAM  ST..  HEY  WEST     | 
FL  >»(MO     (M»)  2»4-*OW 


GlQeOn      Casual  luxury. 

Lowe        Thoughtful 

Hinnkeeping. 
OUSe      &  Sensible  prices 

COMING  IN  IHr  HALL 
GIDEON  LOWE  IN  EXIU   MrRIDA  YUCATAN 

■409  Wulum  St  (305)294-5969 
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PALLADIUM:  The  Club  ofall  Clubs 

Specializing  in  Southernmost  Florida's 
Only  nautilus  equipped  Gym 

BAR  •  IHDOORS  •  OUTDOORS 

903  Duoal  Street         Old  Town  Key  West 

«  a  q  Q  & 
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Speculations  on  the 

Moral  Majority,  Saturday  Night  Live, 

art  as  transcendence  and  gay  visions  of  the  future 

from  an  author  who's  helping  transform  the  nature  of 

science  fiction 


Talring  flight 
withThomas  Disch 

An  interview  by  David  Galbraith  and  Alexander  Wilson 


Daniel  is  raised  in  Iowa  in  the 
last  years  of  this  century.  In 
the  Midwest,  the  descen- 
dants of  the  New  Right  are 
in  power:  women  know 
their  place,  sex  is  dirty  and  the  arts  are 
strictly  regulated.  But  in  New  York, 
people  can  fly.  Their  bodies  are  hooked 
up  to  a  special  apparatus,  they  sing,  and 
in  a  moment  of  self-transcendence  they 
ach  ie  ve  fligh  t.  They  're  called  fairies. 

Daniel  marries  Boa,  the  daughter  of 
Grandison  Whiting,  an  influential  mil- 
lionaire fully  capable  of  articulating  and 
defending  his  power.  The  two  leave  for 
New  York,  a  city  which,  by  the  year 
2000,  is  a  catalogue  of  corruption,  mad- 
ness and  starvation.  Daniel  and  Boa 
rush  immediately  to  a  flying  studio.  Boa 
flies,  taking  off  to  indulge  in  mystical 
narcissism,  not  to  return  to  her  body  for 
thirteen  years.  Daniel,  to  his  disappoint- 
ment, remains  on  the  ground.  For  sever- 
al years  he  makes  it  by  hustling  and 
tending  a  gym,  until  he  catches  the  eye 
of  the  leading  cast ra to  at  the  faddish  bel 
canto  opera  house,  for  whom  he  dyes 
his  skin  black  and  consents  to  wear  a 
chastity  bell.  Boa  returns  and  tries  to 
lure  Daniel  back  away  with  her,  but  he 
demurs,  preferring  the  vile  humiliations 
and  reeking  successes  of  New  York. 

A  synopsis  of  On  Wings  of  Song 
by  Thomas  Disch 

Science  fiction.  For  most  people  the 
term  conjures  up  images  of  Luke  Sky- 
walker  and  Princess  Leia,  or  endless  re- 
runs of  Star  Trek.  But  the  field  is,  in 
fact,  much  more  complex.  Even  the 
name  is  in  doubt:  many  people  prefer 
the  term  "speculative  fiction,"  others 
simply  use  the  initials  SF.  Most  every- 
one agrees  that  the  origins  of  SF  are  to 
be  found  in  the  works  of  H  G  Wells  and 
Jules  Verne  in  the  late  nineteenth  cen- 


tury. Even  at  that  point  two  tendencies 
are  apparent:  Verne  evinces  a  specula- 
tive interest  in  emerging  technologies 
while  Wells  tries  to  use  the  genre  to  deal 
imaginatively  with  social  questions. 
Frequently,  social  criticism  has  been 
carried  on  in  the  form  of  Utopian  (or, 
conversely,  dystopian)  speculation. 
Probably  the  most  famous  example  of 
this  tradition  is  Aldous  Huxley's  Brave 
New  World  (1932),  despite  the  fact  that, 
like  much  SF,  it  doesn't  lie  entirely 
within  the  genre. 

SF  is  largely  a  North  American  phe- 
nomenon. What  began  in  the  Thirties 
with  a  handful  of  small  magazines  had 
become  by  the  late  Fifties  a  vibrant  and 
indigenous  expression  that  had  adopted 
all  the  attendant  concerns  of  a  popular 
culture  —  from  a  preoccupation  with 
cheesecake,  beefcake  and  adventure  to 
the  neuroses  of  the  Cold  War.  By  the 
Sixties  the  genre  was  showing  signs  of  a 
nascent  criticism  of  technology  and 
science  itself. 

The  social  upheavals  of  the  Sixties 
transformed  the  terrain  of  science  fic- 
tion. Writers  have  since  intervened  in 
this  social  debate  with  texts  addressing 
power,  sexual  politics  and  marginality, 
often  within  the  conventions  of  mod- 
ernist writing,  undercutting  many  com- 
monly held  notions  of  popular  litera- 
ture. It's  one  thing  to  imagine,  as  many 
do,  "popular"  writing  with  correct  pol- 
itics. It's  rather  different,  though,  to 
imagine  a  literature  that  engages  both 
radical  concerns  and  the  conventions  of 
experimental  fiction  and  that  is,  at  the 
same  time,  capable  of  being  consumed 
by  a  mass  audience. 

Feminism  and  gay  liberation  have 
contributed  to  this  radical  transforma- 
tion of  the  Utopian  dimensions  of  SF. 
Ursula  LeGuin,  Joanna  Russ,  Samuel 
Delany  and  Thomas  Disch  are  among 


the  most  significant  of  the  writers  help- 
ing to  shape  this  transformation. 

The  nature  of  Utopian  writing, 
though,  is  complex.  "I  don't  think  I'm 
doing  special  pleading  for  any  minority 
perspective,"  says  Disch.  This  is  true, 
and  commendable  as  far  as  it  goes.  The 
idea  that  feminist  or  gay  "writing  should 
simply  change  the  pronouns  in  already 
established  genres  is  suspect  —  do  we 
really  want  a  gay  Gone  With  the  Wind? 
We  might,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  but 
we  would  be  deluding  ourselves  to  think 
this  would  be  a  credible  literary  project. 

Suzy  McKee  Charnas,  for  example, 
writes  novels  that  are  closely  related  to 
the  SF  "sword  and  sorcery"  tradition; 
her  Motherlines  fantasies  take  place  in  a 
world  once  ravaged  by  nuclear  war  and 
now  peopled  by,  among  others,  tribes 
of  strong  desert  women  who  mate  with 
horses.  But  it  doesn't  work  simply  to 
imagine  societies  in  which  the  problems 
of  the  present  day  have  magically  van- 
ished, any  more  than  it  is  helpful  to 
invent  a  mythical  past  of  matriarchies 
benevolently  watched  over  by  goddesses 
—  or,  for  that  matter,  of  classical  socie- 
ties of  warrior  princes  and  lithe  dancing 
boys. 

Far  better  and  more  intelligent  is 
writing  that  engages  existing  genres  and 
traditions  while  transforming  them. 
Novels  like  Joanna  Russ's  The  Female 
Man  or  Monique  Wittig's  The  Lesbian 
Body  or  Les  Guerrilleres,  through  their 
form  and  the  complexity  of  their  points 
of  view,  actively  and  articulately  address 
sexism  while  engaging  the  problems  of 
modern  writing.  The  works  of  Samuel 
Delany  are  similarly  instructive.  In 
Triton,  the  concept  of  Utopian  writing  is 
itself  questioned;  in  Tales  of  Neverpon 
the  traditions  of  sword  and  sorcery  are 
worked  upon  and  transformed. 

Thomas  Disch  is  among  the  most  pro- 


vocative of  the  transformers.  Born  in 
the  Midwest  in  1940,  he  became  a  pro- 
fessional writer  in  the  mid-Sixties  after 
dropping  out  of  New  York  University. 
His  novels  have  addressed  issues  ranging 
from  the  Vietnam  war  (Camp  Concen- 
tration, 1968)  to  alternative  lifestyles 
and  sexualities  (334,  1974)  to  —  most 
recently  in  On  Wings  of  Song  (1979)  — 
the  threat  posed  by  the  right  in  Ameri- 
can culture.  His  short  stories,  collected 
in  Fundamental  Disch  and  Getting  Into 
Death,  have  been  widely  acclaimed,  and 
have  appeared  in  journals  from  Fan- 
tastic to  The  New  Yorker. 

This  interview  with  Thomas  Disch 
took  place  last  July  during  an  SF  con- 
vention in  Toronto.  Conventions  are 
significant  events  in  SF  culture  where 
fans  can  meet  to  exchange  ideas  among 
themselves,  participate  in  panels  and 
talk  with  writers.  We  met  Disch  in  a 
reception  room  full  of  young  fans 
drinking  beer  and  talking,  and  from 
there  we  went  back  to  his  room. 
• 

David  Galbraith:  Let's  begin  provo- 
catively. In  your  essay,  "The  Uses  of 
Fiction,"  you  ask  of  genre  fiction, 
"Who  needs  it?"  Speaking  of  science 
fiction,  you  reply:  "Precocious  chil- 
dren, brainy  adolescents,  and  a  particu- 
lar kind  of  retarded  adult."  This  con- 
vention seems  to  confirm  your  state- 
ment. How  do  you"  view  the  tensions  be- 
tween the  institutions  of  SF,  with  all 
that  implies  about  your  probable  audi- 
ence and  its  literary  expectations,  and 
your  work,  which  is  engaged  with  litera- 
ture in  ways  probably  quite  foreign  to 
the  bulk  of  your  readers? 

Thomas  Disch:  Well,  in  the  first 
place,  who's  against  precocious  children 
and  brainy  adolescents?  I'm  not.  At  a 
con  you  can  meet  a  lot  of  them.  You 
can  also  meet  a  lot  of  the  bona  fide  in- 
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tellectuals  who  are  interested  in  science 
fiction  the  way  that  I  manage  to  contin- 
ue to  be.  The  particular  kind  of  retard- 
ed adult  that  I'm  talking  about  is  usual- 
ly focussed  on  a  particular  kind  of  sci- 
ence fiction  that  I  have  zero  interest  in. 
So  it's  not  really  a  problem.  Those 
people  don't  seek  me  out,  and  when  we 
meet  in  social  circumstances  everybody 
knows  how  to  ignore  each  other 
politely. 

Science  fiction  is  not  a  unitary  phe- 
nomenon. There  are  science  fictions  for 
every  degree  of  sophistication  a  person 
is  capable  of  —  or  isn't  capable  of.  It's 
like  literature  in  general;  when  you  talk 
about  mainstream  literature,  you  don't 
lump  Harold  Robbins  or  Harlequin  ro- 
mances together  with  Philip  Roth,  Saul 
Bellow  and  Norman  Mailer.  Nor  at  the 
same  time  do  you  lump  them  in  with  all 
the  other  good  writers  who  aren't  in  the 
Roth-Bellow-Mailer  syndrome.  There's 
more  good  writing  going  on  in  the  world 
at  one  time  than  any  single  reader  could 
possibly  come  to  terms  with.  There's 
also  a  fair  amount  of  escapist  claptrap 
that's  going  to  appeal  to  people  of  dif- 
ferent sensibilities  according  to  their 
emotional  needs. 

Galbraith:  There  are  very  strong  pol- 
itical subtexts  in  several  of  your  works. 
Camp  Concentration,  for  example, 
should  obviously  be  read  in  relation  to 
the  Vietnam  war.  Your  most  recent 
novel,  On  Wings  of  Song,  addresses  the 
social  realities  of  Reaganite  America. 
How  do  you  view  the  relationship  be- 
tween On  Wings  of  Song  and  the  politi- 
cal processes  that  now  seem  to  dominate 
American  life? 

Disch:  Listen,  I  wrote  On  Wings  of 
Song  in  1975.  If  you  want  to  talk  about 
the  "prophetic  function,"  I  saw  that 
coming  when  Carter  was  there.  Indeed, 
I  based  that  book  on  the  period  from 


the  Fifties  to  the  Seventies. 

You  see,  I  don't  think  science  fiction 
is  ever  about  the  future,  because  we 
don't  live  in  the  future.  It's  either  about 
the  present  or  about  the  historically  ac- 
cessible past.  The  plot  I  wanted  for  On 
Wings  of  Song  was  a  Bildungsroman,  a 
novel  of  education  about  someone 
learning  to  become  an  artist  over  an  his- 
torical period.  In  the  twentieth  century, 
you  can't  write  about  a  span  of  twenty 
years  and  not  have  the  historical  pano- 
rama it's  set  against  change  —  it  just 
does.  In  my  own  lifetime  it's  changed  a 
whole  lot.  So  the  historical  pattern  of 
On  Wings  of  Song  mirrors  my  growing 
up  from  1952  to  1975,  as  it  were,  you 
might  say  in  either  a  parodied  way  or  in 
the  kind  of  hyperbole  that  science  fic- 
tion can  bring  to  bear.  At  the  same  time 
I  was  perfectly  aware  that  I  was  project- 
ing a  future  that  I  could  see  happening 
out  of  the  present.  History  has  its 
cycles,  and  one  of  the  basic  cycles  is  that 
that  alternates  between  liberation  and 
oppression.  So  it  was  very  easy  to  im- 
agine an  historical  progression  more  ex- 
aggerated than  the  one  I  went  through, 
but  that  was  basically  dealing  with  the 
same  issues. 

Alexander  Wilson:  That's  precisely 
what's  happened.  I  thought  immediate- 
ly of  the  Fifties  this  morning  when  I 
opened  the  paper  and  saw  two  stories 
from  the  States.  One,  entitled  some- 
thing like  "A  Return  to  McCarthyism," 
summarized  various  legislation  in  Wash- 
ington and  elsewhere  —  people  are  try- 
ing to  get  the  equivalent  of  the  House 
Un-American  Activities  Committee  go- 
ing again;  there's  the  Family  Protection 
Act,  the  anti-abortion  bill  and  so  forth. 
The  other  story,  accompanied  by  a  pho- 
tograph, was  about  a  Baptist  minister  in 
Michigan  who  runs  a  Bible  school  for 
children.  He  has  something  he  calls  an 


"electric  stool"  which  he  uses  to  teach 
children  about  the  wrath  of  God.... 

Disch:  The  shock  treatment!  Wasn't 
that  terrific? 

Wilson:  In  the  picture,  the  child  was 
levitating  above  the  stool.... 

Disch:  That  was  so  great!  I  read  that 
and  I  thought,  what's  different  this  time 
is  that  the  stupid  assholes  of  the  world 
don't  realize  they  have  their  trousers 
down  and  they're  exposing  themselves 
in  public  to  anybody  who  has  the  least 
bit  of  street  smarts.  These  are  post- 
Skinner  times.  We  know  what  behavi- 
oural psychology  does.  You  can't  palm 
off  shock  treatment  as  Bible  classes  — 
this  is  brainwashing  in  the  most  trans- 
parent way. 

It's  helpful,  and  I  think  impor- 
tant, that  people  can  realize  their 
enemies  are  stupid  and  they  can 
be  ridiculed,  openly,  publicly, 
and  with  all  the  energy  you  can 
bring  to  bear.  That  wasn't  the  case  in 
McCarthy's  day.  People  were  afraid  to 
speak  up.  Nowadays,  you  gotta  speak 
up. 

Like  with  On  Wings  of  Song.  I'm 
very  happy  to  say  it's  optioned  to  Holly- 
wood, to  some  people  who  are  interest- 
ed in  using  it  as  a  vehicle  to  make  a 
drama  that  shows  the  danger  of  the 
Moral  Majority.  They  focussed  on  the 
book  particularly  because  of  its  fertility 
as  propaganda.  They're  making  Grandi- 
son  Whiting  a  Jerry  Falwell  figure, 
which  I  think  is  a  terrific  idea. 

Usually  the  problems  I'm  trying  to 
write  about  are  balanced  in  such  a  way 
that  they  won't  seem  to  be  grinding  an 
axe.  They  address  more  general  and 
deep-rooted  problems,  like  the  meta- 
phor of  flying  in  On  Wings  of  Song.  It 
works  so  many  different  ways.  It's  not 
an  exact  counterpart  of  any  particular 


thing  you  could  make  a  comparison  to, 
yet  I  think  it  works  very  effectively  as  a 
metaphor  for  a  number  of  things  that 
are  quite  important  and  that  we  all 
know  about. 

Flying  is  every  form  of  transcen- 
dence. It's  all  the  ways  in  which  you  feel 
that  the  soul  can  leave  the  body.  The 
Caesars  of  the  world,  the  powers-that- 
be,  try  to  control  the  possibilities  for 
peak  ecstatic  experience  because  it's 
socially  disruptive  in  its  potential. 
People  who  experience  something  deep- 
ly and  profoundly  will  no  longer  believe 
the  bullshit  they're  handed,  because 
they've  had  an  experience  that  con- 
tradicts it. 

Sex  is  one  of  these  transcendent  mo- 
ments. Clearly  people  who  have  had  ec- 
static sexual  relationships  aren't  going 
to  think  sex  is  evil,  the  way  the  armies 
of  oppression  assert  that  it  is. 

Another  is  drugs.  The  issue  of  the 
Sixties  is  still  somewhat  an  issue  today. 
People  have  a  right  to  control  that  free- 
dom, to  do  what  they  wish  with  drugs. 
Thomas  Szasz  has  written  some  good 
things  on  that  subject. 

Religion  itself  is  another.  What's  the 
first  big  revolution  that  starts  modern 
history?  It's  Luther.  It's  the  insistence 
that  I'm  going  to  believe  what  my  own 
inner  voice  tells  me  is  the  divine,  and  I 
won't  listen  to  the  authority  of  the 
church.  That  was  the  big  revolution, 
and  from  it  all  others  have  sprung. 
Nowadays  the  Protestants  are  scared) 
in  the  vanguard  of  liberation,  but  they 
began  it,  and  it  was  an  unalterable  pro- 
cess once  it  began.  That's  why  theology 
plays  such  a  part  in  On  Wings  of  Song 
—  that's  where  flying  starts. 

The  Fourth  moment  of  transcendence 
is  art.  lor  me,  it's  always  been  the  ma- 
jor one,  and  1  continue  to  believe  thai 
an  is,  politically,  the  single  greatest 
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souce  of  liberation  that  exists.  That's 
why  the  Moral  Majority  wants  to  censor 
rock  'n'  roll  music.  How  do  you  fly? 
You  sing.  If  you  integrate  your  body, 
your  feelings  and  your  understanding  in 
such  a  way  that  all  of  them  can  be 
united  in  a  single  burst  of  art,  you  have 
achieved  transcendence.  That's  what  I 
believe,  and  that's  why  the  book  is 
about  how  somebody  becomes  a  singer. 
To  me,  becoming  an  artist  is  the  task. 
And  I  think  it's  what  everybody  wants 

—  that's  why  the  cultural  heroes  of  our 
times  are  rock  'n'  roll  singers,  or  movie 
stars  or  writers.  There  isn't  an  art  that 
doesn't  make  deities  of  the  people  who 
succeed  in  it  —  sometimes  foolishly, 
because  often  it's  a  con. 

One  of  the  ironies  of  art  is 
that  part  of  it  is  technique, 
and  that's  one  of  the  iron- 
ies of  On  Wings  of  Song: 
Daniel  is  a  singer  who  never 
really  gets  off  the  ground.  He  learns  to 
do  art.  But  that's  only  an  irony  for 
people  who  want  God  to  exist,  who 
want  to  be  assured  that  transcendence, 
once  they've  had  a  glimmer  of  it,  will 
stay  with  them  for  ever  and  ever,  lik? 
money  in  their  pocket.  But  you  can't 
monetarize  transcendental  experience, 
you  cannot  put  quantitative  values  on 
it.  It  happens  when  it  happens,  it's  a  gift 
of  grace.  And  that's  a  painful  truth, 
because  there's  a  whole  lot  of  people 
who  want  to  be  artists  but  can't  make  it. 
That's  the  main  pain  that  book  is  talk- 
ing about. 

Wilson:  What  are  you  working  on 
now? 

Disch:  It's  a  novel  called  77?e  Busi- 
nessman: A  Tale  of  Terror.  I  can't  tell 
you  the  plot  because  I  have  a  rule 
against  telling  the  plot  of  a  book  I'm 
working  on. 

Other  than  that,  for  a  long  time  I've 
wanted  to  do  a  self-help  book.  On  the 
one  hand,  I've  always  said  that  to  do  a 
book  like  How  to  Win  Friends  and  In- 
fluence People  you  have  to  feel  sorry 
for  the  people  who  need  that  kind  of 
thing.  On  the  other  hand,  those  books 
fulfill  a  genuine  need  or  they  wouldn't 
be  so  popular.  I've  always  wanted  to 
write  one  that  was  serious,  because  the 
thing  about  those  books  is  that  they 
can't  be  ironic  if  they're  to  work. 

I'm  going  to  write  one  called  Do  You 
Still  Believe  in  Santa  Claus?  A  Young 
Person 's  Guide  to  Disbelief.  It's  going 
to  be  a  presentation  of  how  to  become 
unchurched  from  your  parents  and  the 
church  you  have  grown  up  in  —  how  to 
do  it  with  minimal  psychological  con- 
flict with  your  family,  with  dignity, 
without  trauma,  and  with  self-respect 
and  a  sense  of  getting  ahead  in  the 
world. 

I  would  point  out  that  people  who 
really  make  it  in  the  intellectual  world 

—  and  this  is  where  the  jobs  are  in  the 
future,  they're  not  in  the  factories  — 
are  people  who  have  learned  to  become, 
in  the  terms  of  the  Moral  Majority,  sec- 
ular humanists.  You  know,  I  was  aston- 
ished when  secular  humanism  became  a 
pejorative  term,  because  I  always 
thought,  hey,  that's  what  you  should 
be,  a  secular  humanist.  I  mean,  I  always 
thought  secular  humanists  were  a  little 
fuddy-duddy  in  a  way,  but  that's  the 
kind  of  fuddy-duddy  I  am. 

So,  I  think  a  self-help  book  for  young 
people  on  how  to  understand  the  Moral 
Majority,  not  in  terms  of  Elmer  Gantry, 
but  to  look  at  them  and  say,  all  right, 
these  are  a  particular  kind  of  simple 
people,  this  is  what  they  need  psycholo- 
gically, there's  no  need  to  put  it  down, 
some  of  them  really  need  it.  But  if  you 
want  to  be  smart,  kid,  look  at  the  world 
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the  way  it  is  and  I'll  tell  you  what  it's 
like.  When  I  was  leaving  the  Catholic 
church  at  fourteen,  I  was  reading 
Voltaire  and  Thomas  Paine.  I  was  going 
back  through  the  centuries. 

Wilson:  How  did  you  come  to  leave 
the  Catholic  church  at  fourteen? 

Disch:  Uh...  well,  if  the  truth  be  told, 
it  was  a  problem  that  arose  in  the  con- 
fessional... (laughter)  —  just  put 
"(laughter)"  there.  But  I  needed  to 
think  about  the  dumb  shit  they  were 
telling  me  I  was  supposed  to  believe  and 
that  I  didn't  believe.  The  Catholic 
church  can  point  you  to  some  pretty 
profound  thinkers  who  are  going  to 
make  you  feel  guilty.  Dante  is  a  great 
poet,  but  he  can  make  you  feel  fucking 
miserable  if  you  take  him  seriously.  So 
you  have  to  find  other  people  who  will 
lay  it  on  the  line  for  you.  Nobody  has 
written  a  book  that  says,  look,  this  is 
crap  —  do  you  believe  in  the  Easter 
Bunny?  do  you  believe  in  Santa  Claus? 
It's  the  same  goddamn  crap. 

So  my  idea,  without  all  the  expletive- 
deleted  language,  is  to  write  a  book  that 
lays  it  on  the  line  clearly  and,  as  it  were, 
humanely,  pointing  out  that  these  Mor- 
al Majority  people  aren't  demons.  They 
think  we're  demons,  but  that's  okay  — 
they're  dumb,  and  they  have  to  think 
that  their  enemies  are  demons  because 
they  can't  argue,  lest  their  house  of 
cards  come  tumbling  down. 

That's  what's  painful  and  awful 
about  the  so-called  Moral  Majority  — 
and  God  knows,  they  may  be  a  major- 
ity. They  need  reasons  for  living  and 
principles  to  order  their  lives,  and  I'm 
not  about  to  say  to  all  of  those  people 
that  they  shouldn't  believe  in  the  reli- 
gions that  keep  them  going  and  in  the 
social  system  that  helps  them  function 
in  a  way  that  makes  life  safe  for  the  rest 
of  us.  I  do  think  that  they  don't  have  a 
right  to  keep  intelligent  people  from 


talking  to  each  other  about  the  way  they 
understand  the  world.  And  that's  what 
they're  trying  to  do  now. 

Wilson:  There's  a  growing  trend  in 
parts  of  Canada  to  censor  and  ban 
books  and  films.  Lots  of  ideas  and  pos- 
sibilities are  simply  becoming  inacces- 
sible to  young  people.  More  alarming 
still  is  that  groups  like  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
now  have  a  significant  presence  here. 

Disch:  Stupid  people  have  only  one 
recourse  —  one  that  intelligent  people 
come  to  only  with  reluctance:  they  will 
kill  other  people  they  don't  like.  It  hap- 
pened in  Nazi  Germany.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible to  have  it  happen  here,  but  I  think 
it  is  possible  not  to  let  them  pretend  that 
they  have  a  moral  majesty  while  they're 
doing  it.  Beyond  that  and  self-defence,  I 
don't  know  what  the  answer  is.  At  a 
certain  point,  simple  ridicule  doesn't 
work. 

Wilson:  At  a  certain  point,  it  doesn't. 
But  short  of  self-defence  —  however 
that's  understood  —  I  suppose  that's 
about  all  you  can  do.  Mind  you,  that's 
an  immense  task  in  itself. 

Disch:  Well,  I  don't  know  if  it's  that 
immense  a  task.  Saturday  Night  Live 
was,  for  a  long  time,  the  most  popular 
thing  on  television  in  the  States.  Every- 
body I  knew  who  had  an  ounce  of  intel- 
ligence was  watching  it  every  week. 
Similarly  with  Mary  Hartman.  When 
humour  works  it's  irresistible,  and  Sat- 
urday Night  Live  was  irresistible.  There 
wasn't  a  target  they  didn't  hit  square  in 
the  middle.  In  its  heyday  when  the  good 
writers  were  there,  you  couldn't  beat  it. 
That  was  before  NBC  fucked  it  over  and 
it  became  another  idiot's  delight.  It  was 
the  prime  target  for  everybody  —  the 
Catholic  church,  everyone  who  couldn't 
bear  to  see  themselves  ridiculed.  People 
can't  bear  to  see  themselves  ridiculed 
because  they  see  the  justice  of  it.  So  you 
just  have  to  keep  ridiculing  them. 

Galbraith:  These  are  part  of  the 
stakes,  though.  The  Moral  Majority 
isn't  only  concerned  with  laws.  It's  also 
concerned  with  what  we  can  read  or 
what  we  can  see  on  television.  I'd  be 
worried  that  they  might  be  able  to  exert 
a  fairly  decisive  influence  on  all  aspects 
of  our  lives. 

Disch:  I  thought  that  when  Nixon  was 
elected.  The  whole  thing  that  happened 
with  Watergate  did  something  to  restore 
my  faith  —  not  so  much  in  the  strength 
of  democracy,  but  in  the  weakness  of 
very  stupid  people  trying  to  make  the 
world  work. 

Wilson:  A  last  point:  for  me,  at  least, 
the  most  interesting  contemporary  SF 
seems  to  be  linked  in  important  ways  to 
marginal  subcultures,  or  in  any  case  to 
marginal  expression.  I'm  particularly 
thinking  of  the  work  of  Philip  Dick, 
Samuel  Delany,  yourself,  Joanna  Russ, 
perhaps  Marge  Piercy.  What  is  your 
sense  of  this,  particularly  vis-a-vis  your 
work,  which  seems  to  me  to  indicate  a 
movement  away  from  more  straightfor- 
ward kinds  of  SF?  I'd  argue  that  On 
Wings  of  Song  is  a  good  example  of  a 
novel  explicitly  engaged  with  the  notion 
of  marginality  in  present-day  society. 

Disch:  I'd  like  to  think  I'm  much 
more  problematical  in  that  way  than  the 
other  people  you're  talking  about.  I 
don't  think  I'm  doing  special  pleading 
for  any  minority  perspective.  I  don't 
think  that  an  intelligent,  humane  society 
can  be  structured  for  the  convenience  of 
any  minority.  Certainly  any  minority 
that's  oppressed  has  a  grudge  to  pick, 
and  they  do  so.  But  I  don't  think  that's 
a  central  question  in  my  work. 

For  instance,  I  think  the  greatest  Vic- 
torian novelist  in  the  English  language 
was  George  Eliot.  Now,  she  wasn't  par- 
ticularly a  feminist,  yet  I  don't  think 


there  was  any  woman  who  better  under- 
stood the  balance  of  power  between  the 
sexes  and  the  particular  kinds  of  mis- 
takes people  could  make.  Her  nearest 
rival  is  probably  Henry  James.  He  like- 
wise —  though  we  don't  know  what 
particular  minority  he  might  have  been 
representing  —  was  always  trying  to  talk 
about  the  central  moral  dilemmas  that 
faced  the  people  who  were  trying  to 
make  the  society  that  existed  work  in  a 
humane  and  ethical  way. 

So  I  don't  try  to  envision  a  future  in 
which  my  minority,  whoever  they  might 
be,  would  take  over  and  run  things  their 
way.  If  it  were  feminists  —  well,  I 
haven't  read  a  feminist  Utopia  that 
didn't  seem  to  me  just  perfectly  silly.  I 
don't  think  feminists  have  a  handle  on 
the  actual  nature  of  sexual  relations  as 
they  would  exist  in  a  non-sexist  society, 
for  the  very  good  reason  that  a  non-sex- 
ist society  has  never  existed  —  not  to 
say  that  it  couldn't.  They  are  so  fo- 
cussed  on  the  injustice  that  exists  that 
they  react  against  it,  in  the  way  I  think 
Joanna  Russ  does,  or  that  woman  who 
writes  about  horses  —  Charnas? 

I  don't  think  that  in  terms  of  a  gay 
sensibility  there's  a  single  gay  writer 
talking  about  the  world  that  could  exist 

—  as  against  speaking  out  against  the 
world  that  does  —  who  has  any  sense  of 
how  straights  would  be  integrated  into 
their  moral  vision  of  a  better  world. 
Most  gays,  unfortunately,  have  a  life- 
style of  compulsive  promiscuity,  and  I 
don't  think  that's  any  way  an  individual 
life  can  be  ordered,  much  less  a  large- 
scale  social  life.  Knowing  the  social 
reasons  why  that  is  so  for  gays  in  the 
present  time  doesn't  get  them  off  the 
hook  of  being  responsible  for  trying  to 
imagine  articulately  the  larger  world. 

Homosexuals  are  always 
going  to  be  a  minority  if 
the  world  is  going  to  con- 
tinue to  reproduce  people. 
Families  are  probably 
going  to  go  on  existing  —  hopefully  not 
like  the  kinds  of  families  most  of  us 
grew  up  in.  But  the  oppressive  social 
and  sexual  relations  the  present-day 
family  fosters  affect  both  men  and 
women  of  whatever  sexual  persuasion. 
It's  not  a  particularly  homosexual 
grievance. 

What  I  do  think  is  so  is  that  homosex- 
uals have  —  although  they  rarely  use  it 

—  a  perspective  on  the  realities  of  the 
world  they  live  in  that  comes  from  being 
alienated  from  it. 

• 

Thomas  Disch's  recent  novels  are 
themselves  good  examples  of  a  literary 
practice  derived  from  experiences  that 
lie  largely  outside  predominant  social 
expression.  Just  how  those  experiences 
are  talked  about,  however,  and  the  im- 
portance they're  seen  to  have  remains 
open  to  question.  On  Wings  of  Song  is 
a  novel  so  strongly  shaped  by  ironies 
that  it's  difficult  to  speak,  at  any  point, 
of  simple  statements  being  made.  The 
book  renders  the  concept  of  SF  prob- 
lematic; so  too,  it  calls  into  question 
what  we  mean  when  we  speak  of  a  gay 
or  feminist  culture  or  writing  practice. 
While  our  reading  of  the  book  is  in- 
formed by  our  experience  of  being  gay 
in  contemporary  society,  the  work 
defies  classification  as  a  "gay  novel." 

That  Disch  can  refuse  to  posit  himself 
as  a  spokesperson  or  his  work  as  a  pro- 
gramme seems  less  an  evasion  than  a 
serious  attempt  to  confront  the  relation- 
ship between  writing  and  politics.  D 

David  Galbraith  and  Alexander  Wilson  have 
both  taught  science  fiction  at  the  University 
of  Toronto. 
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The  new  Kinsey  Institute  study  may  be  useful  in 

challenging  old  theories  of  the  "causes"  of  homosexuality,  but  does  it 

come  any  closer  to  the  truths  we  know  about  ourselves? 

Sexual  Preference: 

Their  statistics,  our  lives 


Years  ago,  when  I  came  to 
realize  I  was  homosexual,  I 
spent  a  lot  of  time  trying 
to  find  out  what  caused  me 
to  prefer  men  to  women  as 
sexual  partners.  What  I  discovered  was 
a  collection  of  theories  about  the  causes 
of  homosexuality.  Most  of  these  theor- 
ies had  to  do  with  the  development  of 
personality.  Many  found  their  roots  in 
psychoanalysis.  The  most  frequent  ex- 
planation was  the  dominant  moth-  - 
er/ passive  father  theory.  As  I  grew  older 
and  came  to  cultivate  a  rather  large 
number  of  gay  acquaintances,  I  often 
tested  these  theories  in  conversations. 
For  every  theory  I  found  countless  ex- 
ceptions, cases  that  simply  did  not  fit. 
Interestingly  enough,  the  gay  people  to 
whom  I  talked  often  found  these  theo- 
ries as  unconvincing  as  I  did.  Reflecting 
back  on  this  experience,  what  came  into 
view  were  two  radically  different  ac- 
counts of  gay  life:  the  everyday  life  of 
gay  people  as  it  is  known  reflexively  to 
gays  themselves,  and  what  might  be 
called  the  official,  objective  version  of 
homosexuality.  Between  these  two  ac- 
counts lay  an  enormous  gulf.  An  impor- 
tant feature  of  this  gulf  was  that  these 
two  accounts  were  differently  located. 
One  arose  in  the  everyday  life  of  gays. 
The  other,  official,  version  arose  out  of 
the  specialized  work  of  social  scientists. 

Typfcally,  the  official  Version  was 
taken  to  be  objective,  impartial,  and 
authoritative.  It  had  this  character 
because  that  is  the  way  it  was  construct- 
ed. In  each  and  every  case,  accounts 
were  put  together  by  applying  a  particu- 
lar set  of  theoretical /analytical  proce- 
dures to  gay  life  —  procedures  con- 
structed by  social  scientists  —  so  that 
a  lived  reality  was  transformed  into  a  set 
of  categories  like  dominant  mother/ 
passive  father,  or  the  Kinsey  six-point 
scale  of  sexual  behaviour.  This  had  the 
effect  of  lifting  off  and  cutting  away  the 
data  of  gay  life  from  the  actual  lives  of 
gay  people.  In  the  process,  these  prac- 
tices produced  an  account  of  gay  life 
where  gay  people  no  longer  knew  them- 
selves within  the  social  organization  of 
their  own  lives.  Rather,  gays  came  to  see 
themselves  as  social  scientists  see  them: 
net  as  subjects,  but  as  objects  in  a  world 
to  be  investigated  scientifically.  Only  in 
this  context  does  inquiring  into  the 
"causes"  of  homosexuality  make  any 
sense  at  all  —  both  to  social  scientists 
and  to  gay  people. 

Another  important  feature  of  the  way 
the  official  account  of  gay  life  was  con- 
structed was  that  it  was  designed  as  part 
of  the  work  of  organizing  and  managing 

Sexual  Preference:  Its  Development  in  Men 
and  Women  by  Alan  P  Bell,  Martin  S 
Weinberg  and  Sue  Kiefer  Hammersmith 
Indiana  University  Press.  $15.00  (US). 


the  sexual  lives  of  people.  It  is  precisely 
this,  along  with  its  "objectivity,"  that 
made  it  an  official  account.  Thus  it  was 
put  together,  factually,  on  paper,  in 
documents,  and  produced  and  taken  up 
as  a  form  of  discourse  in  professional 
journals,  in  scientific  papers  and  at 
annual  meetings  of  professional 
organizations. 

The  result  of  the  construction  of  this 
official  account  was  the  development  of 
social  policy  and  administrative  pro- 
cedures for  dealing  with  homosexuals. 
This  account  was  constructed,  not  from 
the  standpoint  of  gays,  but  as  part  of 
the  official  work  of  a  ruling  apparatus. 

The  distinction  between  these  two  ac- 
counts of  gay  life  is  very  important  in 
understanding  the  significance  of  Sexual 
Preference,  the  latest  Kinsey  Institute 
study  of  homosexuality.  The  book  is  an 
attack  on  what  the  official  "scientific" 
account  of  gay  life  has  traditionally 
taken  to  be  the  causes  of  homosexuality. 
While  it  indicates  the  skepticism  with 
which  self-reflecting  gays  have  held 
these  theories,  the  study  fails  to  con- 
sider just  how  it  was  that  this  kind  of 
theoretical  account  of  homosexuality 
gained  currency  at  all.  How  did  such 
apocryphal  stories  of  gay  life  come  to  be 
constructed  and  accepted  as  the  official, 
authoritative  account  of  gay  life?  The 
result  is,  ironically,  that  this  research, 
while  attacking  the  official  account  of 
homosexuality,  ends  up  constructing 
and  putting  forward  a  new  theoretical 


account  of  its  own  —  equally  wild, 
equally  apocryphal:  homosexuality  as 
biological.  This  is  because  Sexual 
Preference  uses  essentially  the  same 
method  —  the  same  ideological  practi- 
ces —  as  that  used  to  construct  the  theo- 
ries it  attacks.  It  too  takes  up  gays  from 
the  standpoint  of  a  ruling  apparatus. 

Thus,  Sexual  Preference  ends  up  as 
just  another  official  account  of  gay  life. 
It  is,  in  this  sense,  merely  one  side  of  a 
grand  debate  among  social  scientists. 
This  is  not  to  say,  however,  that  it  has 
no  importance  for  gay  people.  Whether 
we  like  it  or  not,  it  is  this  kind  of  offi- 
cial account  that  serves  to  shape  social 
policy  towards  gays. 

Sexual  Preference  begins  by  taking 
up,  first,  psychoanalytic  theories  of 
homosexuality,  and  then  sociological 
theories.  It  evaluates  these  theories  both 
for  men  and  for  women;  for  whites  and 
blacks;  for  effeminate  men  and  mascu- 
line women;  for  bisexuals;  for  homosex- 
uals in  therapy.  What  it  finds,  in  part,  is 
that  family  relations,  whether  between 
mother  and  child,  father  and  child, 
mother  and  father,  or  between  or 
among  the  children  of  a  family  do  not 
seem  to  be  very  useful  in  accounting  for 
the  development  of  sexual  preference. 
The  dominant  mother /passive  father  ; 
theory  is  thrown  out.  Likewise,  sociolo- 
gical theory  that  stresses  being  socially 
isolated  from  one's  peers  or  being 
labelled  "different"  also  appears  to  be 
unimportant  in  explaining  sexual  prefer- 
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ence.  A  little  boy  who  is  called  "sissy" 
does  not  necessarily  grow  up  to  be  gay. 
Furthermore,  the  study  shows  that  boys 
who  are  seduced  by  older  men  or  girls 
who  involved  with  adult  women  do  not, 
as  a  result,  become  gay. 

On  a  more  positive  note,  Bell, 
Weinberg  and  Hammersmith  point  out 
that  their  study  indicates  that  sexual 
preference  is  determined  early  on  in  life, 
at  least  by  adolescence.  Young  people 
destined  to  be  homosexual  adults,  more- 
over, have  homosexual  feelings  three 
years  or  so  before  their  first 
"advanced"  homosexual  experience. 
What  is  more,  this  pattern  of  develop- 
ment occurs  even  when  there  is  involve- 
ment in  heterosexual  experiences  during 
childhood  and  adolescence.  Their  big 
news,  however,  is  that  the  central  causal 
factor  in  predicting  adult  homosexuality 
is  "childhood  gender  non-conformity." 
In  other  words,  boys  who  do  not  enjoy 
boys'  activities  (eg ,  sports)  very  much, 
and  girls  who  do  not  like  doing  the  lady- 
like things  girls  are  supposed  to  do, 
have  a  good  chance  of  ending  up  as 
adult  homosexual?. 

But  in  the  end,  Sexual  Preference, 
having  discounted  the  effects  of  a  good 
number  of  "social  variables,"  finds 
itself  in  search  of  a  biological  explana- 
tion of  homosexuality.  It  is  at  this  point 
that  the  ideological  character  of  this 
study  is  blatantly  revealed  —  the  point 
where  it  both  fails  to  illuminate  the  lives 
of  gay  people  and  comes  to  undermine 
the  progressive  foundation  it  has 
already  set  for  the  development  of 
social  policy.  Given  recent  advances  in 
biotechnology,  a  biological  cause  for 
homosexuality  is  all  that  is  needed  to 
begin  genetically  reprogramming  gays. 
Or  even  worse,  the  idea  of  homosexual- 
ity as  biological  could  result  in  the 
ultimate  solution  to  "social  problems" 
of  this  sort:  enforced  sterilization  or     » 
genocide. 

On  the  brighter  side,  however,  Sexual 
Preference  has  some  important  things  to 
say  about  childhood  sexuality,  especially 
as  it  relates  to  gay  youth.  Of  equal 
importance  is  what  it  has  to  say,  in  the 
context  of  the  causes  of  homosexuality, 
about  adult  /child  relations,  particularly 
in  terms  of  the  relation  between  young 
people  and  gay  adults.  The  result  of  this 
Kinsey  Institute  report  should  cause 
public  institutions  concerned  with  pro- 
viding services  to  gay  youth  to  take 
seriously  and  to  make  provision  for 
their  "coming  out."  It  should  also  be 
useful  to  the  work  of  law  reform  in 
dealing  with  age  of  consent  laws  and 
adult /child  sexuality.  If  can  also  clear 
up  a  lot  of  misapprehensions  and  pro- 
vide technical  advice  about  the  employ- 
ment of,  for  example,  gay  teachers  and 
child-care  workers.  In  all  these  respects. 
it  is  a  useful  tool  in  combatting  the 
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wholly  inaccurate  "fact  sheets"  on 
homosexuality  circulated  by  the  radical 
right  and  the  moral  majority.  Indeed, 
Sexual  Preference  ought  to  be  man- 
datory reading  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
engaging  in  this  struggle  with  the  right. 

The  centrepiece  of  Sexual  Preference 
is  the  introduction  of  a  new  method  of 
analyzing  the  lives  of  gay  people  called 
"path  analysis,"  a  statistical  technique 
adopted  from  biology.  What  is  of  in- 
terest are  the  rules  for  constructing  and 
reading  this  account  of  gay  life.  First, 
the  lived  reality  of  gay  life  as  it  is  con- 
stituted in  the  actual  practices  and  ac- 
tivities of  gay  people  is  reconstructed  in- 
to a  set  of  variables,  both  dependent 
and  independent.  The  dependent  varia- 
ble is  "adult  homosexuality."  The  inde- 
pendent variables  are  organized  into 
stages  and  are  developed  out  of  the 
already  existing  professional  discourse 
on  homosexuality,  such  as  "strong 
mother,"  "cold  father,"  "gender  non- 
conformity," and  so  forth.  The  stages 
which  are  also  part  of  "constructing  the 
developmental  model"  begin  with 
"parent  traits,"  through  "sibling  identi- 
fication," to  the  effects  of  "grade 
school"  and  "high  school"  years.  These 
appear  to  have  a  natural  temporal 
order.  Their  construction,  however,  is 
directly  tied  to  the  standard  categories 
of  the  discourse:  parents,  siblings, 
schooling,  gender,  etc.  There  is  no  men- 
tion of  grandparents,  which,  by  way  of 
comparison,  is  an  important  part  of 
some  causal  accounts  of  people's  lives    . 
—  why  they  are  poor,  for  example.  In 
the  discourse,  homosexuality,  unlike 
poverty,  is  not  seen  to  be  an  intergenera- 
tional  phenomenon.  Grandparents,  con- 
sequently, are  left  out  of  the  model. 

Once  the  model  is  constructed,  the 
account  of  gay  life  is  developed  in  terms 
of  the  extent  to  which  these  variables 
are  said  to  "cause"  one  another:  an  il- 
lusion created  by  statistical  manipula- 
tion. This  is  where  the  rules  for  reading 
the  path  diagram  come  in.  What  the 
reader  has  to  do  is  learn  to  read  the 
model  as  a  causal  account.  The  model  is 
read  from  left  to  right;  the  paths  are 
represented  by  arrows.  Their  causal 
significance  is  indicated  by  standardized 
path  co-efficients,  and  so  forth. 

What  the  reading  of  this  model  pro- 
duces is  a  conception  of  the  lives  of  gay 
people  being  caused  by  variables  that 
are  constructed  and  organized  by  social 
scientists  in  relation  to  a  professional 
discourse.  The  gay  world  comes  to  have 
the  character  of  a  marionette  show  with 
the  variables  acting  as  a  ghost  in  the 
machine  pulling  the  strings.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  lay  eyes  on  such  things  as  "gen- 
der non-conformity."  They  are  mere 
constructions.  For  the  reader  to  under- 
stand gay  life,  we're  told,  s/he  must 
look  beyond  its  actual  social  organiza- 
tion to  the  mysterious  things  which 
"cause"  this  organization,  the  vari- 
ables. It  is  precisely  this  mode  of  think- 
ing which  makes  the  postulation  of  a 
"biological  cause"  a  reasonable  possi- 
bility. The  only  change  is  that  now  the 
variables  are  part  of  a  socio-biological 
discourse  rather  than  a  purely  psycho- 
analytic or  sociological  one. 

In  the  end,  however,  what  is  impor- 
tant tosee  about  these  constructions, 
whether  they  be  psychoanalytic  or  bio- 
logical, is  the  very  fact  that  they  arise 
out  of  a  professional  discourse,  not  out 
of  the  lives  of  gay  people.  As  such, 
these  accounts  are  directed  to  the  under- 
standing of  gay  life  from  an  Archimedi- 
an  point  outside  the  gay  world.  It  is 
only  from  this  standpoint  that  causation 
becomes  an  important  issue.  What  is 
equally  significant  is  that  these  accounts 
are  constructed  as  part  of  the  work  of 


administering  the  sexual  lives  of  people, 
and  thus  form  part  of  the  work  of  a 
ruling  apparatus. 

By  constructing  this  causal  account  of 
gay  life  in  terms  of  the  categories  of 
professional  discourse,  the  work  of  Bell, 
Weinberg  and  Hammersmith  turns  out 
to  be  quite  useful  in  displaying  and  criti- 


cizing the  ideological  character  of  the 
traditional  accounts  of  why  some  people 
are  gay.  But  it  should  be  seen  that  their 
procedures  clearly  place  this  criticism 
within  the  professional  discourse  as 
merely  another  official  account. 

What  they  fail  to  see,  consequently,  is 
how  these  psychoanalytic  and  sociolo- 


gical accounts  of  gay  life  could  be  so 
wrong  for  so  long  a  time.  As  a  result, 
they  go  about  constructing  another  offi- 
cial account  in  roughly  the  same  way. 
This  time,  however,  the  causes  are  bio- 
logical. But  if  sexual  preference  is  a 
matter  of  "sexual  feelings"  or  what 
"turns  you  on"  —  which  is  the  criterion 
Bell  and  his  co-workers  use  —  then  sex- 
ual preference  goes  way  beyond  gay, 
bisexual  or  straight.  Sadomasochists, 
'chubby  chasers,"  fist-fuckers,  pedo- 
philes, necrophiliacs,  transvestites  and 
water-sports  enthusiasts  could  all  ap- 
pear to  have  biological  peculiarities  — 
to  say  nothing  of  those  aroused  by  the 
kinks  and  fetishes  yet  to  be  invented. 

Once  again,  the  understanding  which 
gay  people  have  of  their  lives  fails  to 
correspond  to  the  official  account  of 
homosexuality. 

George  Smith  □ 


Queens,  boy-lovers  and  other  misfits 


Indecent  Assault  by  Roger  Moody.  Word  is 
Out/Peace  News,  1980.  $3.50. 
How  to  Become  a  Virgin:  A  Sequel  to  The 
Naked  Civil  Servant  by  Quentin  Crisp.  Fort- 
tana  Paperback,  1981.  $3.95. 

The  so-called  child  molester,  the 
effeminate  queen,  and  now,  thanks  to 
the  dominant  image  in  Cruising,  the 
black-leather-clad  sadist  compose  the 
trinity  of  targets  for  many  of  the  at- 
tacks, both  verbal  and  physical,  aimed 
at  faggots.  These  three  make  unlikely 
bedfellows,  sharing  only  in  being  out- 
casts twice  over,  first  from  the  society  at 
large,  which  mistakenly  groups  them  as 
a  single  stereotype  —  the  faggot  —  and 
second,  from  their  own  kind,  for  we, 
their  fellows,  often  feel  uncomfortable 
being  associated  with  "those  sorts." 
Arguably,  their  actions  are  the  "cause" 
for  the  fear,  the  loathing,  the  resent- 
ment, the  hatred  we  all  can  experience. 
Yet  the  three  are  like  soldiers,  and  the 
war  they  fight  to  defend  their  own  free- 
dom incidentally  sees  them  defend  that 
of  others. 

Indecent  Assault  is  one  man's  auto- 
biography, his  musings  while  at  his  own 
battle  station  during  the  war  (and  I  see 
it  as  war,  though  Roger  Moody  is  a  self- 
described  pacifist).  In  the  introduction 
to  his  64-page  chapbook,  Moody  says 
his  work  "is  only  partially  an  account 
of  my  experiences  between  arrest  and 
acquittal  on  a  charge  of  serious  assault 
on  a  young  boy.  More  particularly  it  is 

Crisp:  General  George  Patton  in  blue  rinse? 


an  account  of  my  reaction  to  those 
experiences,  and  how  they  impinged  on 
others." 

Moody  succeeds  at  setting  down 
much  about  the  pain  endured  while 
pitched  in  battle  but  sometimes  all  too 
easily  forgotten  afterward  —  about  the 
ghastly  uncertainty  endured  by  some- 
body awaiting  trial  for  "sex  crimes." 
"I  experienced  irrational  hopes,  and  ir- 
rational fears,  during  the  waiting  period 
—  though  maybe  not  so  irrational  in  the 
long  run....  For  years  I  had  written 
about  the  internalization  of  oppression 
in  the  minds  of  others.  I  was  rapidly 
becoming  a  prime  victim  of  the  process 
myself."  Rupert  Brooke  or  Wilfrid 
Owen  could  have  written  those  same 
words  from  the  trenches  of  the  Great 
War. 

Moody  further  suggests  one  of  his 
intentions  was  to  better  the  .under- 
standing about  men  who  have  an  emo- 
tional or  sexual  relationship  with  young 
boys  but,  though  this  aim  is  both  wor- 
thy and  lofty,  he  fails  to  chip  much 
away  from  the  millstone  of  words 
already  set  down  about  the  ancient  topic 
of  "boy  love."  He  does  remind  the 
unthinking  that  it's  perhaps  the  police 
and  the  courts  which  commit  "indecent 
assault"  on  both  the  accused  and  the 
boy,  the  latter  often  coerced  into  co- 
operating with  them,  deciding  "assault" 
was  where  "love"  had  been,  but  he. 
does  little  more. 

Though  ultimately  Moody  was  victor- 
ious in  court  (and  without  ever  denying 
his  friendship  for  the  10-year-old  con- 
cerned), his  acquittal  did  not  mean  the 
struggle  was  over.  Peace  was  short- 
lived: ten  days  after  his  first  case  was 
over  he  was  arrested  again  while  walk- 
ing down  a  local  street  holding  the  hand 
of  another  10-year-old  boy.  Both  were 
questioned  for  an  hour,  then  released, 
but  I  suspect  this  strengthened  Moody's 
feeling  that  the  war  would  end  only  with 
a  change  in  the  law. 

Moody  is  not  alone  in  the  fight  — 
there  are  allies!  Quentin  Crisp  is  another 
soldier,  in  effect  an  aging  general  now 
writing  his  autobiography.  He's  been  in 
the  thick  of  battle  now  for  some  dec- 
ades, insisting  on  walking  with  a  mince 
down  any  street,  his  hair  hennaed  and 
face  made  up. 

Crisp's  first  book,  The  Naked  Civil 
Servant,  chronicled  his  defiant  journey, 
often  conducted  in  an  England  where 
homosexu'ality  was  as  yet  illegal.  He  in- 
sisted on  his  right  to  exist,  mannered, 
clothed  and  coifed  as  he  chose  and  not 
as  convention  dictated.  The  price  he  had 


to  pay  was  physical  and  verbal  abuse, 
often  from  fellow  faggots  who  were  at 
best  embarrassed  by  him. 

As  with  Patton,  a  film  of  Crisp's  life 
orought  him  celebrity  status,  then  he 
was  sympathetically  nurtured  on  the 
television  talk  shows  of  the  English- 
speaking  world.  How  to  Become  a 
Virgin  is  Crisp's  story  of  this  plucking 
from  geriatric  poverty  and  of  his  jour- 
ney, in  blue-rinsed  hair,  from  guest  seat 
to  guest  seat.  (One  of  his  first  was  in 
Toronto  with  Peter  Gzowski  who,  like 
Tom  Snyder  et  al,  treated  Crisp  with  the 
benevolent  kindness  one  dispenses  to  an 
eccentric  aunt.)  Crisp  went  on  stage  and 
distributed  his  particular  brand  of  ad- 
vice and  comment.  He  notes  that  the 
gay  press,  almost  to  the  one,  was  antag- 
onistic towards  him  and  his  show.  It 
was  as  if  they  were  embarrassed  by  what 
he  looked  like  and  had  to  say  (and  said 
so  amusingly  and  so  widely).  Crisp's 
success  on  the  TV  screen  only  served  to 
perpetuate  once  again  to  such  a  wide 
audience  the  stereotype  of  the  homosex- 
ual as  effeminate.  That  wouldn't  do! 

To  be  fair,  one  did  get  the  niggling 
feeling  Crisp  was  being  feted  by  the 
liberal  media  only  to  assuage  their  guilt 
about  any  past  prejudices  against  "fag- 
gots." Some  laughed  at  Crisp  as  they 
would  a  freak;  others  failed  to  note  he'd 
achieved  acceptance  and  tolerance  with- 
out having  to  change  back  to  the  norm. 
He  was  being  heard,  and  few  credited 
his  philosophy  with  being  as  anarchic  as 
his  outward  appearance. 

How  to  Become  a  Virgin  ends  with  a 
paeon  to  the  Elysium  Crisp  found  in 
America,  particularly  Manhattan.  To 
Canada  he  reacted  differently  —  or  at 
least  to  Toronto,  which  was  all  he  saw 
of  our  fair  land.  The  two  occasions  he 
was  here  he  found  quite  comfortable  — 
it  was  trying  too  hard!  "The  hunger  for 
culture  is  far  less  self-wounding  in 
Canada  than  in  Australia,  but  it  is 
present  nonetheless." 

Reading  these  two  books  by  such  dif- 
ferent people  was  a  powerful  reminder 
not  only  that  they  are  seen  as  embar- 
rassments to  the  gay  community  —  it 
was  also  to  realize  that  that  community 
deserves  the  label  "so-called."  The 
concept  of  gay  community  is  such  a 
strange  one.  Its  members  are  supposed 
to  have  at  least  one  thing  in  common, 
that  being  what  they  do  in  bed.  But  this 
is  so  very  false.  I  present  these  outcast 
soldiers  —  the  drag  queen,  the  child 
molester  and  theleather-covered  sadist 
—  as  evidence. 

Peter  Day  □ 
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Transported  to  a  shame-free  land 


Cavafy,  or  The  Veils  of  Desire,  by  Sky 

Gilbert.  A  Buddies  in  Bad  Times  production, 
The  Theatre  Centre,  Toronto.  Oct/Nov  1981 . 

The  contrast  between  the  area  around 
the  intersection  of  King  and  Bathurst 
Streets  —  deserted  factories,  empty 
thoroughfares,  derelict  warehouses  — 
and  the  second-floor  hallway  of  the 
Theatre  Centre  —  featuring  warmth, 
faded  brick,  worn  wooden  floors  — 
helps  set  the  stage  for  Sky  Gilbert's  new 
play,  Cavafy,  or  the  Veils  of  Desire. 
We  are  led  from  the  box  office  to  a 
small  waiting  room,  then  greeted  by  an 
usher  and  taken  into  the  theatre,  and  so 
to  our  seats.  They  are  wooden  plat- 
forms, set  seemingly  at  random  on  the 
floor,  in  eight  sets  with  two  or  three 
tiers.  We  shed  coats  and  bags,  grab 
pillows  and  sit  and  watch  the  rest  of  the 
audience  make  the  transition  from  the 
desolate  outside  world.  We  feel  comfor- 
table in  this  room. 

After  a  few  moments,  a  slender  man 
in  a  smoking  jacket  and  striped  trousers 
wanders  into  the  room  carrying  a  demi- 
tasse;  he  heads  for  a  platform  to  our 
right.  On  the  platform  are:  two  wicker 
chairs,  one  small  and  one  large;  a 
striped  suit  coat;  an  urn;  a  desk.  On  the 
desk:  a  small  inlaid-wood  bowl;  a  few 
books;  a  cigarette  box  and  an  ashtray. 

The  slender  man  takes  off  his  smo- 
king jacket  and  puts  on  the  suitcoat, 
then  sits  at  the  desk,  removes  a  cigarette 
from  the  box,  takes  a  gold  penknife 
from  the  desk  drawer,  and  cuts  the  cig- 
arette in  half.  He  carefully  tamps  both 
ends.  We  watch  him  cut  and  tamp  sever- 
al cigarettes.  He  appears  a  bit  nervous, 
so  we  turn  our  attention  to  our  left, 
where  there  is  another  platform.  It  con- 
tains a  bed,  covered  with  red  velvet  and 
shrouded  with  a  white  veil. 

Between  the  two  platforms  there  are 
two  wooden  benches;  there  is  a  chair 
and  a  table  near  one  bench,  and  the 
other  is  set  near  a  wooden  pillar.  Behind 
a  curtain  is  a  large  wicker  basket.  We 
look  back  at  the  slender  man  in  the 
striped  suit:  he  is  sipping  from  the 
demitasse.  We  look  at  the  audience, 
which  is  all  around  us.  Suddenly  the 
lights  dim:  the  play  is  about  to  begin. 

We  are  transported  to  another  place 
and  another  time  —  with  a  minimum  of 
mechanical  tricks  and  with  the  help  of 
four  young  men,  all  of  them  gorgeous, 
wearing  beige  drawstring  trousers. 
We  know,  from  reading  the  press  release 
for  the  play,  that  we  are  with  the  poet 
Constantine  Cavafy  in  Alexandria  at  the 
turn  of  the  century.  But  we  could  be  in 
any  place,  at  any  time,  with  any  one. 
Cavafy  (Bill  Zaget)  sits  at  his  desk, 
smoking  his  cigarettes,  watching  the 
play  with  us;  he,  too,  has  been  trans- 
ported. We  watch  Cavafy  watch  the 
four  boys;  we  feel  his  desire,  and  we  feel 
his  pain.  For  these  are  boys,  and  Con- 
stantine Cavafy  is  a  man,  and  his  love 
of  their  beauty  is  —  anywhere,  any  time 
—  condemned. 

But  there  is  no  sense  of  shame  in  this 
room,  no  sense  of  fear.  The  boys  play 
cards,  touch  one  another,  meet,  love, 
part;  they  are  not  ashamed.  One  of 
them  poses  on  the  red  velvet  for  a  lewd 
old  photographer.  The  boy  is  thin, 
beautiful,  tender.  The  photographer 
eggs  him  on,  demanding  shame,  deg- 
radation, violence.  But  the  boy  knows 
better.  "You  want  me  to  be  dirty,"  he 
says.  "But  when  I  make  love,  I  feel  like 
an  angel."  Cavafy  watches,  entranced.    , 


Bill  Zaget  as  Cavafy,  and  friend:  "We  watch  him  watch  the  boys,  feel  his  desire,  feel  his  pain ' 


There  are  some  frightening  scenes  in 
Cavafy.  In  the  second  half  of  the  play, 
the  real  world  enters  the  Theatre  Cen- 
tre: the  four  boys  become  judge  and 
jury,  and  poet  Constantine  Cavafy  is 
sentenced  to  obscurity.  His  morals  are 
condemned,  his  lifestyle  denigrated. 
Cavafy  stands  on  a  platform  under  a 
spotlight,  defenceless;  we  are  also  under 
the  spotlight,  and  we  are  also 
defenceless. 

But  Cavafy  stands  proudly,  defiant; 
we  sit  proudly,  and  are  not  afraid. 
When  the  lights  come  on  at  the  end  of 
the  play,  no  one  gets  up.  We  are  still 
transported,  and  we  do  not  want  to 
leave. 

Maggie  MiddD 


SLEAZE 


Psycho  a  go-go 

Shock  Value  by  John  Waters.  Dell.  $12.95. 
Polyester.  A  tilm  written,  produced  and 
directed  by  John  Waters.  1981 . 

At  junior  high  school,  John  Waters 
idolized  Debbie  Sue,  a  mean  juvenile- 
delinquent  seventh  grader  who  gave  him 
a  Lucky  Strike  cigarette  before  throwing 
her  schoolbooks  in  the  trash  can  the  day 
she  was  expelled  for  slapping,  assaulting 
and  stabbing  the  new  class  president. 
Waters,  a  filmmaker,  has  just  released 
Polyester,  a  popular  movie  about  an 
alcoholic  housewife  who  vomits  in  her 
purse  at  archie  Baltimore  clothing  store 

Bad  taste  artist  at  work: 

Divine  in  wash  'n  'wear 
hair:  with  torrid  Tab 
Hunter  as  Mrs  Average 
housewife  (right)  in 
Polyester:  and  sleaze- 
master  Waters  himself 
(top  right) 
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because  her  marriage  to  a  porn  entre- 
preneur is  over  and  her  rotten  children 
hate  her.  The  stars  of  this  movie  are 
Divine  and  Tab  Hunter,  a  transvestite 
actor  and  a  former  blond  American  sex- 
bomb. 

Polyester  is  not  a  very  good  movie, 
but  it  features  several  of  the  recurring 
themes  in  Waters's  work.  Shock  Value, 
his  memoirs,  contains  a  vast  number  of 
weird  anecdotes,  shocking  photos  and 
lots  of  trivia. 

Given  that  Waters  considers  the  finest 
movie  ever  made  to  be  Hollywood  sex- 
film  mogul  Russ  Meyer's  Faster  Pussy- 
cat! Kill.'  Kill!,  a  violent  melodrama 
about  three  bisexual  psychotic  go-go 
girls,  it's  not  surprising  to  find  mock- 
tragic  trashy  melodrama  in  Polyester. 
poor  Mrs  Fishpaw,  who  swills  rum  im- 
modestly and  weeps  with  her  retarded 
best  friend,  goes  to  her  first  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  and  says  those  ter- 
rible words,  "My  name  is  Francine 
Fishpaw  and  I...  and  I...  and  I  am  an 
ALCOHOLIC!" 

If  Waters  admires  women,  he  expres- 
ses this  admiration  strangely.  In  all  his 
films  (Eat  Your  Makeup,  Mondo  Tra- 
sho,  Pink  Flamingos,  etc)  he  lampoons 
the  American  Dream  Family  by  giving 
roles  to  Divine,  who  plays  grotesque 
caricatures  of  "typically  average" 
American  women.  There  is  a  streak  of 


cruelty  directed  towards  women  in  all 
his  films. 

Satirization  of  the  nuclear  family  pro- 
vides much  contemporary  humour:  Lily 
Tomlin's  detergent-pushing  Judith 
Beasley  of  Calumet  City,  Illinois  and 
the  Incredible  Shrinking  Housewife  Pat 
Kramer  of  Tasty  Meadows;  Louise 
Lasser's  much-put-upon  Mary  Hartman 
of  Fernwood,  Ohio;  even  transsexual 
Transylvania's  Brad  and  Janet  from  The 
Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show  chip  away 
at  the  illusion  of  the  ideal  family.  But 
Waters's  satire  is  different:  Waters 
resorts  to  cheap,  bitter  jokes.  Polyester 
begins  with  the  grossly  obese  Divine 
violently  struggling  into  a  girdle,  primp- 
ing before  a  mirror,  applying  various 
under-arm  concoctions.  How  funny  is 
this,  really? 

Reading  Waters's  book  assures  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  the  background  of 
this  odd  and  controversial  artist.  His 
friend  Cookie  once  sued  a  newspaper 
that  ran  a  photo  of  Cookie  in  a  bar  with 
the  caption  "Skulking  in  the  depths  of 
drunken  depravity"  to  illustrate  an  arti- 
cle on  alcoholism.  His  favourite  ham- 
burger joint  is  notorious  for  its  waitress, 
who  once  stabbed  a  mouthy  customer 
with  a  butcher  knife  and  then  chopped 
onions  with  the  bloody  knife  until  the 
police  arrived. 

A  fan  of  sensation  and  scandal  every- 
where, Waters  devotes  a  chapter  to  a 
description  of  various  criminal  trials  he 
has  attended.  The  Manson  girls,  Patty 
Hearst,  the  Philadelphia  MOVE  people 
(the  ones  who  threw  their  garbage  out 
the  window,  ate  garlic,  and  never  used 
soap),  Sid  Vicious  —  he's  seen  them  all. 
And  other  films  inspire  Waters:  Hold 
Me  While  Vm  Naked,  Teenage  Rum- 
pots,  Nigger  Love,  Wild  Gals  of  the 
Naked  West  —  films  watched  eagerly  by 
the  filmmaker  in  his  youth. 

Shock  Value  goes  a  long  way  to  pre- 
sent Waters  and  his  work.  The  story  of 
poor  Francine  Fishpaw,  betrayed  by  her 
suave  and  super-cool  hipster  boyfriend 
who's  in  league  with  Francine's  own 
fiendish  mother,  will  never  be  as  inter- 
esting as  the  true-life  panorama  of 
human  eccentricity  described  in 
Waters's  autobiography. 

Stephen  SluekeyD 
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Hair  Designs  for  Men  and  Women 


Desi 


ART    FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

An  original  gift  for  that 
special  friend.,  or  treat 
yourself!  Browse  through  our 
selection  of  oringial  prints  at 
very  affordable  prices. 
Functional  pottery  by  Jane 
Lambert, "Building  a  Print 
Collection"  by  Glen  Warner  just 
published  §  $9.95. 

OPEN  HOUSE:  Sat/Sun  Nov  28/29 
Noon-6pm  Mon/Tues  Nov.30/Dec  1 
from  6pm  thereafter  call  us  at 
923-5513 
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Montreal:  one  bright  light 


Le  dixieme  Festival  international  du  nouveau 
cinema,  Montreal,  October  1981 

Hardly  anyone  still  expects  that  Holly- 
wood will  deliver  a  decent  gay  movie 
during  the  present  century.  It  stands  to 
reason  that  we  should  look  to  inde- 
pendent filmmakers  for  images  that  are 
positive  and  true,  right? 

Wrong,  according  to  the  independent 
films  that         ltly  swamped  Montreal 
moviegoers  during  the  International 
Festival  of  New  Cinema,  the  annual 
October  antidote  to  the  more  commer- 
cial August  festival. 

The  most  depressing  aspect  of  the 
surly  films  outlined  below  is  that  gays 
and  women  have  contributed  to  all  of 
them,  either  as  filmmakers  or  players. 
The  films  reflect  our  increasing  visibil- 
ity, to  be  sure,  but  show  no  inkling  of 
the  political  precipice  on  which  that 
visibility  has  placed  us.  I'm  not 
demanding  agitprop  from  independents 
(they  hardly  reach  enough  people  to 
make  a  difference  anyway),  just  a  little 
accountability  to  the  women  and  gays  in 
the  audience. 

Independents  used  to  be  the  only 
filmmakers  who  dared  to  show  our 
faces  in  the  days  before  Stonewall  — 
artists  like  Kenneth  Anger,  Jack  Smith, 
Robert  Frank  —  with  brave  disregard 
for  the  ostracism  and  prosecutions  that 
inevitably  followed.  Now  the  tables  are 
turned:  independent  films,  like  those  of 
the  Berlin  artist /critic  Lothar  Lambert, 
chief  guest  of  the  Festival,  are  an  ex- 
cellent place  to  look  for  vivid  images  of 
misogyny,  homophobia,  and,  worst  of 
all,  gay  self-hatred. 

Lambert's  /  Berlin-Harlem  is  a  sym- 
pathetic portrait  of  an  American  black 
man  facing  alienation  and  racism  within 
German  society.  Women  and  gay  men 
just  happen  to  be  the  hero's  worst  tor- 
mentors, the  former  depicted  as  castra- 
tors,  cockteasers  and  ogresses,  and  the 
latter  as  snivelling  serpentine  parasites. 
The  film  ends  with  the  hero  politely 
turning  down  a  gay  come-on  by  means 
of  fatal  strangulation,  a  means  fully 
legitimized  by  the  film.  We  are  even 
relieved  when  the  hero  gets  off  scot- 
free.  In  short,  here  is  a  crummy  "dead 
queer"  movie  that  makes  Cruising  look 
like  Word  is  Out.  I  was  not  surprised 
that  sexual  violence  against  women 
turned  out  to  be  a  major  ingredient  of 
Lambert's  other  films,  but  I  was  some- 
what mind-boggled  by  his  cheerful 
acknowledgment  of  his  gayness  in  the 
warmly  approving  post-screening 
discussion. 

Justocoeur,  an  independent  feature 
by  Mary  Stephen,  a  Canadian  working 
in  Paris,  left  me  with  similar  feelings. 
Made  partly  with  Canadian  subsidies 
(doesn't  anyone  among  the  grant-givers 
know  how  to  read?),  this  artsy  melo- 
drama drove  most  of  the  audience  stag- 
gering out  before  the  end.  The  central 
character  is  a  woman  dancer  whose  rela- 
tionship with  two  gay  men  fulfills  all  of 
the  misogynist  corners  of  the  "fag  hag" 
stereotype:  she  is  a  spoiled,  childish, 
neurotic,  narcissistic,  jealous,  manip- 
ulative clotheshorse.  The  men  are  no 
more  appealing,  and  all  three  characters 
look,  act,  and  talk  as  if  they  have 
stepped  out  of  the  pages  of  Vogue.  The 
only  consolation  is  that  they  don't  get 
slash-murdered  in  the  end,  a  conclusion 
some  spectators  who  stayed  to  the  end 
may  have  been  hoping  for. 

Do  American  independents  show  any 


more  solidarity  than  these  European 
counterparts?  Two  recent  "New  Wave" 
features  coming  out  of  New  York  get 
just  as  much  mileage  out  of  gay  and 
feminine  imagery,  once  again  with  full 
participation  of  their  subjects,  with  no 
less  offensive  results.  Lesbians  have 
often  complained  about  male  avant- 
gardists  using  fraudulent  depictions  of 
lesbian  eroticism  to  hold  audience  inter- 
est during  their  aesthetic  experiments. 
Eric  Mitchell's  Underground  USA  and 
Amos  Poe's  Subway  Riders,  two  much- 
touted  New  Wave  specimens,  do  exactly 
the  same  thing.  Both  sustain  their  pretty 
webs  of  day-glo/neon  aestheticism  and 
genre  posturing  with  gay  imagery  — 
tough  hustlers  and  fluttery  queens  in  the 
former  and  lesbian  lovemaking  in  the 
latter.  If  these  two  empty  works  are  any 
indication,  it's  time  the  gay  community 
re-evaluated  its  careless  alliance  with 
punk  culture. 

For  me,  the  only  moments  of  encour- 
agement in  the  Festival  came  from 
Werner  Schroeter,  another  German 
independent,  famous  for  his  love  of 
kitsch,  opera,  melodrama,  drag  and 
theatricality,  and  various  campy  blends 
thereof.  Schroder's  Weisse  Reise  (White 
Journey)  is  a  spirited,  colourful  fantasy 
of  two  beautiful  young  sailor-lovers 
who  travel  around  the  world  together, 
loving  and  languishing  against  dreamily 
exotic  backdrops.  It's  bright,  sexy,  and 
joyous,  but  Schroeter's  reliance  on 
backgrounds  of  simpering,  silly  women, 
the  feminine  cliche  as  aesthetic  surface, 
left  me  at  best  uneasy. 

Schroeter's  other  new  feature,  La 
Repetition  generale  (Dress  Rehearsal) 
avoids  this  liability.  Because  of  its  docu- 
mentary foundation,  this  report  on  a 
world  theatre  festival  in  France  is  full  of 
women  who  are  livelier,  deeper,  strong- 
er and  more  serious  than  the  frivolous 
shadows  of  Schroeter's  other  films.  An 
assembly  of  mimes,  clowns,  singers  and 
assorted  freaks  is  a  subject  that  lets  the 
filmmaker  indulge  in  his  obsession  with 
performance  and  spectacle  to  the  full- 
est. At  the  same  time,  paradoxically, 
this  exercise  in  "nonfiction"  is  his  most 
personal  film,  among  other  things  an 
essay  on  gay  love  and  a  declaration  of 
passion  for  a  festival  participant  of 
whose  dark  open  face  the  camera  never 
tires. 

But  the  good  feelings  generated  by 
Schroeter's  rapidly  evolving  career,  still 
largely  unappreciated  in  North  Amer- 
ica, were  torpedoed  by  a  final  insult  on 
the  part  of  the  festival  organizers.  What 
was  the  infamous  CBS  report  on  the  gay 
menace  in  San  Francisco,  Gay  Power, 
Gay  Politics  —  the  ultimate  document 
of  the  Moral  Majority  antigay  backlash 
—  doing  in  a  festival  of  "new"  "in- 
dependent" films?  This  monumental 
goof  is  a  chilling  reminder  about  the 
reliability  of  our  sometime  allies  in  the 
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"arts  community." 

The  festival  season  is  finally  over,  and 
we  can  turn  back  for  solace  to  the 
Hollywood  monopolies.  At  least  with 
Famous  Players  we  know  who  our  real 
enemies  are. 

• 
More  than  five  years  after  its  European 
release,  Pier  Paolo  Pasolini's  Salo  final- 
ly opened  in  Montreal  on  October  9  for 
its  first  Canadian  theatrical  run.  The 
Quebec  Bureau  de  surveillance  du 
cinema  okayed  the  film  a  month  after 
its  sellout  appearances  at  the  Montreal 
film  festival,  but  with  a  hitch.  The  film 
is  restricted  to  a  single  art-house  known 
to  be  frequented  by  "cinephiles,"  in 
order  not  to  "assault"  the  general 
public.  This  is  the  first  time  the  Quebec 


board  has  distinguished  between  general 
and  specialist  audiences  in  its  censorship 
policies,  a  move  paralleling  a  recent 
"liberalization"  by  the  Ontario  censor 
board  that  also  discriminates  in  favour 
of  the  elite  film  audiences  at  museums 
and  art  galleries. 

Salo's  distributors  were  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  their  product's  forbidden 
aura  and  are  raking  in  an  unprecedented 
$7  per  ticket.  Thus  far  only  the  Pent- 
house production  of  Caligula  had  dared 
to  ask  this  porno-chic  price.  The 
publicists,  not  far  behind,  announced 
the  day  after  Salo's  opening  that  a  print 
of  the  film  had  been  "stolen"  on  its 
way  from  the  border,  and  assured  the 
media  that  "you  can't  get  more  explicit 
than  this  film,"  a  statement  whose  bla- 


tant untruth  can  be  immediately  verified 
in  any  Quebec  porno  house.  The  mur- 
dered gay  filmmaker's  adaptation  of  the 
Marquis  de  Sade's  120  Days  of  Sodom 
is  notable  for  its  transposition  of  Sade's 
fantasies  of  torture,  simulated  with  ex- 
aggerated artificiality  throughout,  into 
the  context  of  an  analysis  of  fascism. 
One  of  Pasolini's  innovations,  unique  in 
world  cinema,  was  thought  to  be  the 
real  stumbling  block  for  the  Quebec 
censors  (who  routinely  approve  for  the 
masses  the  sleaziest  celebrations  of  rape 
and  torture).  A  bibliography  inserted  at 
the  start  of  the  film  recommended  fur- 
ther reading  by  such  dangerous  and 
obscene  writers  as  Simone  de  Beauvoir 
and  Roland  Barthes. 

Thomas  WaughD 


Flawed  visions  of  masculine  strength 


Martha  Graham  Dance  Company.  Shea's, 
Buffalo;  October  16,  17.  Les  Grands  Ballets 
Canadiens.  O'Keefe  Centre,  Toronto; 
October  22-24.  Jose  Limon  Dance  Company. 

Ryerson  Theatre,  Toronto;  October  27-31 . 

In  what  would  appear  to  be  a  bold  step, 
a  recent  issue  of  Dance  in  Canada  pub- 
lished an  article  calling  for  acceptance 
of  male  homosexuality  as  an  inevitable 
factor  in  the  dance  world.  This  appeal 
was  adapted  from  a  speech  delivered  by 
Grant  Strate,  Director  of  the  Centre  for 
the  Arts  at  Simon  Fraser  University,  to 
a  dance  conference  last  spring.  Unfor- 
tunately, in  spite  of  its  uncredited  bor- 
rowings (not  to  use  a  stronger  word) 
from  an  essay  printed  in  The  Body 
Politic  five  and  a  half  years  ago  (enti- 
tled, "Toeing  the  Line:  In  Search  of  the 
Gay  Male  Image  in  Classical  Ballet"),  it 
was  no  better  than  any  other  liberal 
condolence  we  have  ever  been  offered. 
Giving  the  material  what  vitality  it  pos- 
sessed were  several  photographs,  odd 
choices  mostly,  including  a  shot  of 
Royal  Ballet  boys  in  Robert  North's 
satire  on  machismo,  Troy  Game. 

Another  of  the  photos  shows  Sylvain 
Senez  and  Sylvain  Lafortune  of  Les 
Grands  Ballets  Canadiens  in  an  art  deco 
embrace  from  Ronald  Hynd's  Silver 
and  the  Circle  of  Messages.  The  ballet, 
a  depiction  of  interconstellar  relation- 
ships, was  part  of  the  company's  late 
Toronto  programme,  and  the  fact  that 
no  one  even  gasped  when  the  Sylvains 
locked  in  their  torso-to-torso  clinch 
demonstrates  at  least  that  Toronto  audi- 
ences are  now  prepared  for  this  kind  of 
coming  together  of  men.  Bejart's  Songs 
of  a  Wayfarer  (in  the  National  Ballet  of 
Canada's  repertoire)  already  proved 
that  homoeroticism  can  turn  on  the 


ballet-going  public  here;  Hynd's  Silver, 
in  its  cool,  sci-fi  manner,  is  merely 
capitalizing  on  its  predecessor's 
popularity. 

I  suppose  we  should  be  grateful  for 
these  images,  concessions  really,  but 
something  about  Hynd's  two  interlock- 
ing male  constellations  (who,  incidental- 
ly, are  later  separated  by  a  female) 
strikes  us  as  effete,  even  vitiated.  The 
boys,  chic,  feline,  aloof,  seem  to  have 
fallen  from  an  interior  designers's  col- 
lection of  Lalique  glass.  The  boys  in 
Bejart's  opus  seem  harder  on  the  sur- 
face than  these  blue-haired  creatures 
from  outer  space,  and  yet  with  them, 
too,  any  real  physical  connection  has 
been  mystified  to  avoid  accusations  of 
"practising  homosexuality."  The  result: 
emasculated  dance. 

Compared  to  the  male  images  pre- 
ferred by  Hynd  and  Bejart,  the  men 
created  by  Martha  Graham  and  Jose 
Limon  are  veritable  Titans.  The  greater 
humanity  of  modern  dance  —  at  least 
the  modern  dance  of  Graham  and 
Lim6n's  generations  —  immediately 
lend  them  a  visceral  power  ballet  is  un- 
able to  grant  even  its  most  athletic  prac- 
titioners. (Perhaps  this  explains  why  we 
witness  so  much  desperate  and  incon- 
gruous macho  posturing  on  the  ballet 
stage.) 

Titans  can  have  their  limitations,  of 
course.  In  the  unquestioning  male- 
needs-female-needs-male  world  of 
Limon's  dancers,  masculinity  has  a 
stolid,  sometimes  dumb-brawn  look;  we 


can  almost  hear  their  grunting.  Similar- 
ly, Graham's  men,  particularly  the 
heroes  of  her  mythological  works,  Cave 
of  the  Heart,  Night  Journey,  Clytem- 
nestra,  Judith,  often  move  like  roaring 
hard-ons:  stiff,  blunt,  tense  (or  as 
Village  Voice  columnist  Deborah  Jowitt 
has  said,  like  "phallic  pillars").  Unlike 
Limon's  men,  who  are  always  clothed  in 
the  colours  and  textures  "befitting  their 
sex,"  the  masculinity  of  Graham's 
heroes  is  usually  tempered  by  costumes 
that  reveal  chest,  buttock  and  thigh  in  a 
flirtatious,  even  seductive  fashion. 
These  men,  in  fact,  are  immediately  rec- 
ognizable as  relatives  of  the  sexual  icons 
we  find  in  gay  skin  mags.  Donlin 
Foreman's  performance  as  Jason  in  the 
Medea  work,  Cave  of  the  Heart  (chore- 
ographed 35  years  ago!),  was  made 
more  potent  because  of  this  connection. 

Graham's  approach  to  a  Jason  or  a 
Holofernes  (another  Foreman  spectacle 
which  showed  him  off  in  black  leather- 
ette dance  belt,  cape  and  visor  designed 
by  Halston)  also  look  two-dimensional 
beside  Limon's  Men  of  the  Earth.  Their 
contact  with  the  soil  implies  a  richness 
denied  Graham's  strutters,  who  spend 
so  much  of  their  time  on  platforms  or 
steps  or  sculptures  representing  beds, 
chairs,  altars  —  in  short,  off  the 
ground.  It  suggests  harmonious  rela- 
tions with  the  traditional  Earth  Mother 
who,  in  Limon's  terms,  is  the  source  of 
all  things.  Limon's  men  fit  into  the  kind 
of  cosmic  pattern  described  so  simply 
and  poetically  in  the  Ecclesiastes  text  to 
which  he  set  his  ineffable  There  is  a 
Time. 

Whether  gay  men  can  feel  themselves 
a  comfortable  part  of  Limon's  concept 
of  human  life  remains  doubtful,  prob- 
ably because  it  too  closely  resembles 


other  concepts  of  clean  living  that  are 
even  now  being  hurled  at  our  heads. 
Still,  Limon's  vision  of  masculine 
strength  that  involves  both  dignity  and 
honour,  if  combined  with  Graham's 
sense  of  men's  all  too  latent  volup- 
tuousness, might  provide  a  model  for 
those  choreographers  who  wish  to  pre- 
sent men  in  their  fullest  dimensions. 
(Visually  I  suppose  the  result  would 
stand  beside  the  men  in  George  Piatt 
Lynes's  remarkable  photos  of  the  1940s 
and  50s.) 

Such  a  model  would  also  provide  a 
welcome  antidote  to  the  smart  young 
designer  view  of  men-with-men  so  prev- 
alent in  ballet.  It  would  allow  us  to  view 
Silver  and  the  Circle  of  Messages  as  the 
preciously  outmoded  piece  it  really  is, 
and  would  perhaps  silence  those  effu- 
sive liberal  apologists  for  men 
in  dance  once  and  for  all. 
Graham  Jackson □ 


Graham 's  seductive  Titan: 

Peter  Sparling  (right)  in  Flute       / 
of  Pan,  once  part  of  the  Martha 
Graham  company's  repertoire 
Les  Grands 's  cool  sci-fi: 
Sylvain  Senez  and  Sylvain 
Lafortune  (left)  in  Ronald 
Hynd's  Silver  and  the 
Circle  of  Messages 
Limon 's  dumb-brawn 
look:  Stephen  Pier  and 
Pisa  Steinberg  (below) 
in  The  Kitchen  Table  -^   _ 
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•The  forces  of  the  repressive  right  had 
organized  months  in  advance  to  stop 
Sidney  Shorr,  the  TV  movie  designed  by 
NBC  to  launch  its  new  sitcom,  Love, 
Sidney,  featuring  a  homosexual  charac- 
ter in  the  title  role.  But  they  needn't 
have  bothered.  No  rampant  recruiter 
item,  with  Tony  Randall  as  the  aging 
queen  Sidney,  it  was  only  a  moist  little 
jughead  of  a  movie.  In  the  movie's 
Kramer  vs  Kramer-like  denouement, 
Sidney  all  but  renounced  his  life-long 
preference  by  proclaiming,  "I've  real- 
ized all  I  ever  wanted  in  life  was  a  fam- 
ily." But  what  about  the  photo  of  your 
now-dead  lover  that  you  keep  on  your 
mantel,  Sidney? 

Randall  himself,  by  the  way,  is 
known  for  his  passion  for  opera,  and  in 
an  interview  with  Opera  News  a  few 
years  ago  compared  his  first  exposure  to 
the  art  form  to  "a  homosexual's  first 
encounter  with  a  woman."  Talk  about 
grasping  for  similes! 

•Virago  Modern  Classics  (Lester  & 
Orpen  Dennys,  $6.95  each)  is  a  reprint 
series  of  novels  by  and  about  19th  and 
20th  century  women.  Included  are  My 
Brilliant  Career  by  lesbian  Miles  Frank- 
lin (basis  for  the  popular  Australian 


My  Brilliant  Career:  Judy  Davis  in  the  film 

film)  and  The  Lacquer  Lady  by  F  Ten- 
nyson Jesse  (Tennyson's  great-niece). 
Antonia  White,  a  translator  of  Colette, 
is  represented  by  The  Sugar  House  and 
Beyond  the  Glass,  which,  together  with 
two  other  of  her  novels  forming  an 
autobiographical  quartet,  will  be  given 
the  lush  BBC-TV  drama  treatment  in 
early  1982. 

•In  the  Best  Interests  of  Children,  the 

American  documentary  about  lesbian 
mothers  and  their  struggle  for  custody, 
is  finally  available  for  rental  in  Canada, 
from  DEC  Films,  121  Avenue  Rd, 
Toronto,  (416)  964-6901.  The  53-minute 
work  by  San  Francisco's  Iris  Feminist 
Collective  has  been  widely  praised  as 
one  of  the  best  films  to  have  come  out 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  movements. 

•Toronto  artist  David  Aldrich,  whose 
abstract  male  nudes  were  featured  in 
TBP  last  November,  is  having  a  new 
series  of  his  work  exhibited  in  Los 
Angeles's  A  Different  Light  Bookstore 
through  December.  Aldrich  received  a 
Canada  Council  grant  to  cover  travel, 
shipping  and  framing  expenses  for  the 
exhibit. 

•Work  is  well  advanced  on  Flaunting 
It!:  A  Decade  of  Gay  Journalism  from 
The  Body  Politic,  a  joint  publication  of 
Pink  Triangle  Press  and  Vancouver's 
New  Star  Books,  to  be  out  in  the  spring 
of  1982.  Edited  by  Stan  Persky  and 
TBP  collective  member  Ed  Jackson,  the 
book  will  be  a  large  paperback  with  fea- 
tures, reviews,  news  stories  and  car- 
toons from  the  ten  years  the  paper  has 
been  in  existence,  and  will  include  a 
complete  chronology  of  the  gay  libera- 
tion movement  in  Canada. 


•New  on  the  bookshelf: 

The  Gay  Engagement  Calendar  1982.  St 

Martin's  Press.  $6.75.  Sixth  edition 
with,  as  usual,  365  fascinating  biograph- 
ical tidbits  and  many  unusual  photo- 
graphs. 

Minority  Stress  and  Lesbian  Women  by 
Virginia  R  Brooks.  DC  Heath  and  Co. 
$23.95.  Classical  social-science  method- 
ology applied  to  minority  conditions, 
roles  and  status  of  lesbians.  Graphs, 
models  and  tables  abound. 
Lesbian  Writer:  Collected  Work  of 
Claudia  Scott.  Naiad  Press.  $4.50  (US). 
The  best  and  most  representative  of  the 
poetry  and  stories  of  the  woman  be- 
loved by  the  lesbian  /  feminist  commu- 
nities of  Chicago  and  Philadelphia,  who 
committed  suicide  in  1979. 
National  Lesbian  &  Gay  Attorneys'" 
Referral  Directory.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  &  Defenders,  Park  Square 
Advocates,  Inc,  2  Park  Square,  Boston 
MA,  021 16.  $5  (US)  plus  $2  postage. 
Includes  Canadian  references. 
Stepping  Out  of  Line:  A  Workshop 
Manual  and  Resource  Guide  on  Les- 
bianism/Feminism. Press  Gang  Pub- 
lishers. Available  from  The  Women's 
Press,  313-280  Bloor  St  W,  Toronto, 
M5S  1W1. 

Homosexuals  in  the  Christian  Fellow- 
ship by  David  Atkinson.  Oxford  Uni- 
versity Press.  $8.95. 
Gayspeak:  Gay  Male  &  Lesbian  Com- 
munication. James  W  Cheseboro, 
editor.  Pilgrim  Press.  $17.95  ($9.95 
paper). 

Springwood  by  Larry  Parr.  An  interra- 
cial love  story  on  a  Deep  South  planta- 
tion. Plantagenet  House,  PO  Box  271, 
Blackshear,  GA  31516. 

The  Age  Taboo:  Gay  Male  Sexuality, 
Power  and  Consent.  Daniel  Tsang, 
editor.  Alyson  Publications,  PO  Box 
2783,  Boston  MA  02208.  $6.50 
(postpaid). 

•Now  in  paperback: 
Sunday 's  Women:  A  Report  on  Lesbian 
Life  Today  by  Sasha  G  Lewis.  Beacon 
Press.  $7.95. 

Memoirs  of  Hadrian  and  The  Abyss  by 
Marguerite  Yourcenar.  Farrar,  Straus, 
Giroux. 

Now  That  You  Know:  What  Every 
Parent  Should  Know  About  Homosexu- 
ality by  Betty  Fairchild  and  Nancy 
Hayward.  Harvest. 


Rising  in  the  West:  Performing  a  cappella  and 
with  piano,  dulcimer  and  gigeux,  Vancouver 
singer  David  Sereda  will  be  touring  the  West 
after  his  November  19  performance  with 
Mama  Ouilla  II  in  Toronto.  On  the  itinerary: 
Regina  (Luther  Hall,  Univ  of  Saskatchewan) 
Nov  28;  Saskatoon  (Convocation  Hall,  Univ  of 
Saskatchewan)  Nov  29;  Calgary  (Boris  Rou- 
bakaine  Recital  Hall,  Uniy  of  Calgary)  Dec  4; 
Edmonton  (Provincial  Museum  Theatre)  Dec 
10;  and  Vancouver  (Arts  Club,  Seymour  St) 
Dec  13.  Sereda  is  set  to  chase  stardom,  says 
the  Edmonton  Journal.  Catch  him  at  it. 


34/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


DECEMBER  1981 


A  book  of  verse,  a  tin  of  ants,  and  thou 


England's  Gay  News  has  long  been  one 
of  the  best  gay  papers  around,  but  un- 
happily, British  prudishness  has  a  voice 
in  its  editorial  decisions.  Editor  Denis 
Lemon  refused  recently  to  carry  an  ad 
for  Zipper,  another  popular  English  gay 
mag,  claiming  their  cover  illustration 
(below)  and  caption  ("His  Master's 


lis 


M* 


st^pmice 


Choice")  were  too  strong  for  readers  to 
cope  with!  Are  Gay  News  customers 
really  that  delicate? 

There  is  certainly  no  lack  of  gay  poets 
at  the  moment,  but  one  of  the  most  ap- 
pealing is  one  of  the  easiest  to  miss. 
Reading  Richard  George-Murray's 
chapbooks  (all  published  in  small,  often 
handsomely  designed,  homemade  edi- 
tions) it  is  obvious  he  cares  nothing  for 
fashion  or  fad,  merely  writing  short, 
well-crafted  poems  for  those  who  know 
him,  or  seek  him  out.  Sometimes,  these 
deceptively  small  verses  have  a  bite  that 
reminds  one  of  another  master  of  the 
short  poem,  Lorine  Neidecker,  like  this 
one  on  death: 

Mother 

ran  off  with  the  ferryman 
crossed  that  last  river 
drank  the  local  water 
forgot  us  all. 

At  times,  a  cheerful  irony  comes 
through,  as  in  this,  from  Denizen: 

I  put 

our  computer  cards 

together 

held  them  up  and 

some  light 

came  through. 

Richard  George-Murray's  five  most 
recent  chapbooks  are  Burning  Tulips, 
Cat,  Denizen,  The  Stilted  Chapbook, 
and  a  revised  edition  of  an  earlier  title, 
Markings.  All  but  Denizen  are  limited 
editions,  signed  and  numbered  by  the 
poet,  and  have  attractive  calligraphy  or 
illustrations.  All  five  for  $15  from 
Primrose  Apathy,  21  Cleveland  Place 
(Apt  4D),  New  York,  NY.  A  bargain! 

Poet  Dennis  Cooper's  Little  Caesar 
began,  and  continues,  as  a  lively  literary 
magazine,  but  has  branched  out  into 
book  publishing,  recently  issuing  five 
new  titles.  Kirby  Congdon's  Fantoccini: 
A  Little  Book  of  Memories  is  a  sequel  to 
his  earlier  group  of  motorcycle  and  S/M 
fantasies,  Dream  Work.  The  new  book 
goes  beyond  Dream  Work  in  its  satire  on 
patriotism  and  war.  More  thoughtful 


than  Dream  Work,  it  is  also  more  self- 
conscious:  "Their  crotches  bulged  with 
pride"  is  a  bit  embarrassing. 

But  there  are  some  strong  pieces  here: 
"The  Execution"  and  "Ocean  Watch" 
are  two  of  them.  And  "The  Photograph 
Album"  is  magnificent.  The  book  is 
attractively  designed,  with  a  striking 
cover  photo  of  the  author  by  Nita 
Bernstein. 

Donald  Britton's  poetry  has  been 
compared  to  that  of  John  Ashbery  (who 
provides  a  blurb  for  Britton's  new  book 
from  Little  Caesar  Press,  Italy).  But  I 
greatly  prefer  poems  like  Britton's  beau- 
tiful and  subdued  "History"  and  "Son- 
net" to  Ashbery 's  never-ending,  porten- 
tous drone. 

The  other  three  little  Caesar  titles  are 
J6e  Brainard's  Nothing  to  Write  Home 
About  ("Being  blond  is  more  than 
hair"),  Elain  Equi's  Shrewcrazy  and 
Peter  Schjeldahl's  The  Brute.  Schjel- 
dahl's  book  is  $4;  all  the  rest  are  $3  each 
from  Little  Caesar  Press,  3373  Overland 
Ave,  Apt  2,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90034. 

Other  recent  chapbooks  of  poetry  are 
Dan  Diamond's  Male  Rain  ($10,  with  a 
hand-painted  cover  by  the  author,  208 
West  88  St,  New  York,  NY  10024);  Don 
Garner's  Pretend  You're  Still  Alive 
($2.50,  Huron  Path  Press,  1 13  Ells- 
worth Ave,  Toronto  M6G  2K5);  and 
Byron  Sokolik's  Gaythoughts  ($3  from 
the  author,  1302  W  Peachtree  St  NW, 
Apt  319,  Atlanta,  GA  30309). 

French  author  Henry  de  Montherlant 
(1896-1972)  was  a  widely  respected  and 
prolific  author.  The  most  controversial 
of  his  postwar  works,  a  rather  ambig- 
uous play  about  affection,  sex  and 
hypocrisy  in  a  Catholic  boys'  school, 
has  now  been  translated  into  English  by 
Vivian  Cox  and  Bernard  Miles  as  The 
Fire  That  Consumes,  and  published  by 
George  F  Ritchie,  665  Pine  St,  N°  503, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94108.  The  edition 
of  500  copies,  with  an  introduction  by 
Wallace  Fowlie,  is  $24. 

Finally,  among  the  recent  mail  is  a 
curious  catalogue  from  a  company 
called  Loompanics  Unlimited  (Box  264, 
Mason  MI  48854).  This  is  a  150-page 
catalogue  of  books  on  what  might  be 
called  guerrilla /survival  tactics:  how  to 
live  in  your  basement  during  a  holo- 
caust, black-market  jobs,  self-defence, 
false  ID,  psychedelic  chemistry,  survival 
in  prison,  how  to  raise  chickens  and 
how  to  start  a  religious  cult! 

The  general  slant  of  Loompanics  is 
ultra-right  paranoid,  and  after  wading 
through  descriptions  of  such  books  as 
How  to  Kill,  Vol  5  (tells  you  how  to 
strangle  a  sentry),  How  to  Pick  Pockets 
and  Elementary  Field  Interrogation 
("Physical  Mutilation...  Blinding... 
Prolonged  Agony...")  you  may  feel  as 
though  you've  just  fallen  into  some 
slime.  Nevertheless,  for  those  with  a 
wary  eye  on  all  possible  futures  or 
whose  mode  of  existence  is  not  entirely 
endorsed  by  the  authorities,  some  of  the 
other  books  offered  will  be  well  worth  a 
look. 

And  if  all  else  fails,  you  can  learn  (it 
says  here)  The  Chemistry  of  Powder 
and  Explosives,  how  to  survive  by 
eating  insects  and  how  to  live  on  a 
floating  iceberg.  Bon  appetit  et  bon 
voyage! t  ] 
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Open  seven  days  a  week 

Monday  through  Saturday 
Noon  to  1  a.m. 

Sunday 
Brunch,  Noon  to  3:30  p.m. 
Dinner,  5  p.m.  to  9:45  p.m. 


562  Church  Street 

Toronto 

924-1972 

under  LLBO 


The  cozy,  warmly- 
atmosphere  surrounds 
you  in  white  stucco 
impressionist  art  and 
greenery  —  the  perfect 
setting  tor  intimate  dining 


Savory  home  cooking, 
with  variety  that  is  sure  to 
please,  is  prepared  with 
the  care  intended  to 
make  your  dining 
unforgettable. 

After  dinner,  relax 'with 
old  triends  over  a 
drink  in  the  bar  or 
meet  new  trends  on 
the  dance  floor. 


It's  all 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC/35 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
fflATE* 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9     ' 


fine   leather  pants,  chaps, 
vests,  caps,  etc.   and 
related   magazines, 
erotica   and   toys 


TOP  MAN  LEATHER  inc. 


NEW  STORE   HOURS - 
TUES.  WED.  THURS. 

NOON   -    NINE 
FRI.  AND  SAT. 

NOON  -  MIDNIGHT 
CLOSED  SUN.  ANDMON. 


1244    SEYMOUR    STREET 
VANCOUVER    BC    V6B  3N9 


PHONE  (604)  685-1512 


YOU'RE  ON  THE  RIGHT  TRACK 

WITH 

"GOOD  TIMES 
COMING" 

The  Definitive  Gay  Travel  Guide 
For  Canada ,  America  and  Puerto  Rico 


ft 


Unique  Because  It's  Loose-Leaf 
Listings  Are  Updated  Regularly 


Accomodations,  Bars, 
Baths,  Bookstores, 
Cinemas,  Discos,  Private 
Clubs,  Restaurants, 
Taverns,  Women's  Places 
and  Much  More! 


$9.00 


U3W| 


S9.00  U.S.  Funds     Includes  postage  and  handling 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Money  Refunded! 

|  J  &  J  PUBLISHERS  2318-2nd  Avenue,  No.50 

«,  Dept.  TBP 

Seattle,  WA  98121 


Holiday  Greetings 

The  Body  Politic  Collective  and  its  many  volunteer 
•workers  wish  all  our  readers  and  supporters  a  full 
month  of  hedonism,  vanilla  or  otherwise.  And 
celebrate  our  10th  Anniversary  with  us  —  next  issue. 

CAN'T  COPE  WITH  CHRISTMAS?  Guests  wel- 
come  for  small  rural  house  party  in  Eastern  Ontario. 
Probably  most  congenial  for  persons  21-35  likipg 
cross-country  skiing,  reading,  classical  music,  food 
and  side  trip  into  Montreal.  No  television.  Share  ex- 
penses. Write  about  yourself  with  phone  number.  All 
answered.  Drawer  C627. 

PRUDENCE  WISHES  to  extend  Holiday  greetings 
to  Iris,  Dean,  Gilly,  and  the  hot  man  in  the  kilt  — 
especially  the  hot  man  in  the  kilt. 

SOLSTICE  SKATING  PARTY!!  Trip  the  light  fan- 
tastic, (and  some  mean  figure-eights)  with  the  Sisters 
of  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Bring  your  hip  flasks, 
muffs,  and  holiday  cheer  to  Nathan  Philips  Square, 
Sunday,  20  December,  at  8  in  the  eve. 
We'll  tell  you  on  the  Phone  Line 
Where  to  dance  and  dine;  • 

Or  want  to  share  your  joys  and  woes? 
Just  lay  it  on  the  line! 

Seasons  greetings  from  the 
Lesbian  Phone  Line  Collective 
960-3249. 


Friends 


Toronto 


GAY?  LONELY?  Hundreds  of  gay  persons  in  Toron- 
to, southern  Ontario  and  Ottawa  seeking  friendship. 
All  ages  and  interests.  Write:  "Special  Friends"  Club 
(Toronto),  Box  6103,  Ottawa,  Canada.  K2A  1T2. 
TRANSVESTITE,  35,  dominant /submissive,  con- 
vincing, discreet.  Visits  Toronto  occasionally.  Seeks 
young,  petite  TV  for  occasional  meetings,  Exchange 
letters,  photo,  visits  to  Montreal.  Box  2208,  Dorval, 
QC  H9S  SJ4. £ 

Friends/female 


AMERICAN  GAY  GUY  seeking  marriage  with  Can- 
adian lesbian.  Drawer  C616. 


Toronto 


GAY  WOMAN,  EARLY  30s.  Seeks  same,  ages  25  to 
35,  for  friendship,  companionship  and  hopefully 
more.  Enjoy  outdoors,  etc.  No  bisexuals  respond 

please.  Drawer  C628. 

LESBIANS!  FAT?  Think  of  yourself  as  fat?  Interest- 
ed in  talking  to  other  fat-identified  dykes?  Starting  a 
group  perhaps?  Call  Christine  Donald,  424-4288. 

Friends/male 


International 


DESEO  CORRESPONDER  con  un  gayo  de  America 
Latina,  especialmente  de  Mexico,  Venezuela  y  Col- 
ombia, con  objeto  de  encontrarle,  perfectionar  y 
practicar  mi  espanol  y,  eventualmente,  hacerme 
albergar  y  guiar  por  el,  durante  mi  viaje  y  mi  estancia 
alia  este  invierno.  Hablo  frances  e  ingles.  Direccidn: 
Yvon Thivierge,  CP  121 5,  Succ  B,  Hull  PQ,  J8X  3X7. 
HELP!  It's  not  an  easy  search.  I'm  looking  for  a 
lover/ mate  to  squat  in  the  Alaskan  or  Canadian 
wilderness.  Jim  Jones,  Box  106,  Bethel,  Minnesota 

55005. 

GWM ,  27,  SEEKS  GWM  21-35  for  penpals  and  pos- 
sible relationship.  Write  Walt  Nolting,  Box  1307,  Per- 

ryton,  TX  79070. 

I  WOULD  LIKE  to  correspond  with  men  in  Canada. 
I  am  an  artist,  31  years  old,  dark  eyes  and  hair,  and 
know  English,  French  and  Portuguese.  I  am  interest- 
ed in  art,  music,  books,  tennis  and  swimming.  Please 
write  Joao  Carlos  Henz,  Rua  Coronel  Vicente  45 1  — 
Ap  207.  90.000  P6rto  Alegre  R5  Brasil. 


National 


GERMAN,  29,  6'1",  MASCULINE,  well-built, 
coming  to  Canada  for  holiday  mid-82.  Seeking 
friends.  Ask  me  for  a  picture.  Drawer  C6I2. 

Northwest  Territories 

YELLOWKNIFE,  NWT  — GWM,  29, 5'll",  1601b. 
Gdlkg  and  athletic.  Enjoys  jogging,  movies  and  quiet 
get-togethers.  Very  discreet  and  straight-appearing. 
Dominant,  yet  versatile  and  easygoing.  New  to  city 
and  would  like  to  meet  other  gays  in  Yukon  or  NWT 
for  friendship,  good  times,  etc.  Please  write  with 
phone  number  and  address.  Drawer  C528. ' 


British  Columbia 


MASCULINEGWM,  AGE  33,  5'I0",  1501b,  Greek 
passive  seeks  a  Greek  active  man  age  21  to  45  for  fun 
and  friendship.  Photo  appreciated.  Keith,  Box  2730, 
MPO,  Vancouver,  BC  V6B  3X2 


Alberta 


SEXUALLY  GAY,  socially  50%  straight,  people  per- 
son; sensuous,  intelligent,  fun  (attractive).  Want 
meaningful  relation-friendship  with  me  (28-yr-old, 
6'3",  200  lb,  Calgary  unique  male).  Sex  optional, 
sharing  a  must,  gossip  is  out ,  value  you  &  I .  Pic  appre- 
ciated. Easterners  welcome  to  visit  —  no  bias!  Drawer 
CS80. < 

W  /  M,  21 ,  125, 5'9",  mature,  lively,  outgoing,  ioving, 
caring,  many  interests.  Looking  for  W/M  25-35  for 
friendship  and  /or  possible  relationship.  Sincere 
replies  only.  Bob,  Drawer  C600. 


Saskatchewan 


WRESTLER,  28,  5'10",  165  lb.  Little  experience, 
but  will  fight  guys  or  strong  girls.  Fantasy,  playful  or 
competitive.  Toronto  and  Saskatchewan.  Drawer 
C617. 


Manitoba 


ATTRACTIVE,  young-looking  Oriental,  24,  seeks 
dominant  masc/  slim  guy  for  friend  or  ?  21-35.  Photos 

appreciated,  must  answered.  Drawer  C574. 

SIKH?  AND  TIRED  of  being  overlooked?  This 
GWM  interested  in  challenging  cultural  stereotyping 
that  limits  our  mutual  benefit.  Drawer  C636. 


Southern  Ontario 


A  VERY  SINCERE,  quiet  and  trustworthy  Chinese 
male,  40,  5'7",  145  lb,  professional,  desires  to  have 
friend  for  good  times  and  company.  Will  treat  you 
nicely.  Toronto-Whitby-Oshawa.  Drawer  C623. 
HAMILTON.  SHYGM,  30, 5'10",  145  lb,  dark  hair, 
two  eyes,  handsome,  likes  movies,  TV,  zoos,  country 
walks,  ABBA,  wine,  libraries,  history,  the  super- 
natural. Scrabble.  Seeks  quiet,  sincere,  stable  guy, 
30-36  preferably  tall,  for  a  permanent  one-to-one  re- 
lationship. Photo  appreciated.  Serious  replies  only. 
Drawer  C624. 

WATERLOO  male,  23,  tall,  blond,  masculine,  seeks 
masculine  guy  for  friendship /relationship  in  South- 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,  friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(212)232-5500 

Monday  through  Thursday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


THE 

BACK 

DOOR 

GYM  &  SAUNA 

MONDAY,  LOCKER  $2 
TUESDA  Y,  ROOM  $4, 
LOCKER $2 
3:30—  11:30 

12  112  Elm  St  (laneway) 
West  of  Yonge.  2  blocks 
south  of  Gerrard.  Toronto 
(416)  977-5997 
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ern  Ontario.  I'm  reasonably  attractive  and  intelligent. 
1  like  music,  movies,  squash,  reading,  dancing,  long 
walks,  etc,  and  I'm  interested  in  meeting  you  if  you're 
open,  intelligent  and  possibly  somewhat  romantic. 

Drawer  C62S. 

YOUNG  MALE,  22,  would  like  to  meet  other  gays 
from  the  Pickering  to  Oshawa-Newcastle  area.  Will 
answer  all  replies.  Please  include  phone  number. 
Drawer  C584. 

Ottawa  —  Eastern  Ontario 

MALE  TEACHER,  fortyish,  looks  younger,  wishes 
to  meet  handsome  students  up  to  22  for  discreet, 
sincere,  affectionaterelationship.  Likes  jogging,  dan- 
cing, music,  living  downtown.  Scandinavians,  Chi- 
nese, Blacks,  Europeans,  Vietnamese  also  welcome! 
Drawer  C526 

EAST  OF  OSHAWA:  single,  33-year-old  gay  male 
wishes  to  meet  single  gays  in  the  area.  I'm  discreet,  but 
not  timid,  masculine,  well-adjusted  and  enjoy  life.  I'd 
like  to  meet  people  who  feel  good  about  themselves, 
are  independent,  open-minded,  and  like  sex.  Drawer 

C594. 

GOOD-LOOKING?  Ottawa  gent,  38,  offers 
warmth,  friendship,  support  to  young,  sincere,  athle- 
tic guy.  Must  be  working  or  student.  Discreet.  Photo 

appreciated.  Drawer  C638. 

STUDENT  OF  DISCIPLINE  seeks  teacher.  Will  en- 
roll in  most  courses,  especially  interested  in  leather- 
work,  Greek,  French,  obedience  training.  Restraint 
often  required.  Travel  to  instructors  in  all  parts  of 
Eastern  Ontario,  and  can  take  private  lessons  in  my 
home.  Drawer  C633. 


whatever  22-35,  Canada.  Will  entertain.  Write,  wher- 
ever you  are.  Suite  103,  Box  11390,  Charlotte  NC 
28209. 


Quebec 


QUIET,  EASYGOING  MALE,  early  forties,  seeks 
same  over  25  for  friendship  and  good  times.  Photo 
and  phone  must  be  sent  with  first  letter. 
Drawer  C629. 


Maritimes 


HANDSOME,  MASCULINE,  HORNY,  profes- 
sional, discreet  guy,  30, 5'  11 " ,  1 55  lb,  lives  alone,  into 
active  French,  passive  Greek.  Seeks  hot  sessions 
(quickies  or  longer)  with  masculine,  muscular  guys. 
Prefer  free  relationship  without  strings  or  commit- 
ments. No  reciprocation  if  desired.  Perfect  arrange- 
ment for  marrieds.  Locals,  visitors  and  especially 
truckers  send  detailed  letter,  photo.  Those  midmorn- 
ing,  afternoon  and  nitetime  needs  will  be  gone  forever 
by  writing:  Allan,  Box  172,  Stn  M,  Halifax,  NS 
B3J  2M4, 


Toronto 


Montreal 


INTELLIGENT,  SENSITIVE,  healthy,  energetic, 
slightly  screwed-up,  but  resurfacing  romantic  male 
artist  looking  for  friends.  Interests:  live  perfor- 
mances, movies,  photography,  good  food,  stimula- 
ting conversation,  outdoors,  the  odd  boogie  now  and 
then,  new  experiences  leading  to  broadened  horizons. 

Drawer  C571. 

MONTREAL.  HONEST  gay  single  male.  I  love  ani- 
mals, outdoors.  I  enjoy  country  life  and  wilderness, 
good  sense  of  humour.  I  am  a  successful  professional, 
welcome  young  men  between  18  and  23  "years  of  age 
who  wish  to  come  to  Montreal.  Photo  appreciated, 
will  be  returned.  Andre,  5991  de  la  Roche,  Montreal, 
QC  H2S  2C8.  277-7834. 

LOOKING  FOR  a  healthy  and  humorous  man  who 
enjoys  sex,  sin  and  sophistication.  Drawer  C635. 
TRAVELER  OF  AREA,  Toronto,  Quebec  Prov,  46, 
5' 11",  1751b,  not  into  bars.  Need  northern  friends  or 


GAY  WHITE  MALE,  30,  6',  160  lb.  Handsome, 
dominant  master  seeks  submissive  slave,  into  erotic 
fantasy,  watersports,  horny  sex.  Drawer  C522. 
LEATHER  GUY,  masculine,  looking  for  lover,  com- 
panion, friend.  All  scenes  or  straight  sex.  Versatile,  no 
hangups.  41  yrs,  5'11",  150  lb.  Good  head-space. 
Top,  but  open  to  suggestions.  Preferences  are  35-45, 
6'  and  up,  chunky  OK.  Financially  secure  and  expect 
same.  Write:  Roy,  c/o  Montgomery  Leathers,  Box 

161,  Agincourt,  ON  MIS  3B6. * 

SLAVE  AVAILABLE  for  anything.  I  am  young  and 
well-built  and  love  leather,  denim,  S/M,  B/D,  W/S 
and  anything  else.  Please  send  photo  and  phone. 
Drawer  C  576. 

WARM,  HUMOROUS  Caucasian  male,  38,  6',  170 
lb.  A  handsome,  straight-appearing  passive  Greek 
would  like  to  meet  a  masculine  macho-type  man  for  a 
loving  relationship.  Like  a  social  drink,  smoke  etc, 
but  most  like  exciting  evenings  with  lusty  friend. 
Phone  and  photo  if  possible.  Drawer  C577. 

GWM,  40,  5'9",  155  lb,  attractive,  masculine,  well- 
educated,  non-smoker,  tired  of  bars,  etc.  Would  like 
to   meet   younger  man   for  possible  relationship. 

Photo,  phone  appreciated.  Drawer  CS64. 

YOUNG  MAN,  26  yrs,  125  lb,  very  muscular  build, 
would  like  to  meet  same.  Please  write,  will  answer  all. 

Drawer  C581. 

WELL-HUNG?  MASCULINE?  Let's  get  together 
and  discover  what  else  we  have  in  common.  Am  34, 


GET  INTO  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 

Welcome  to  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS  —  gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people, 
right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 
COST?  Just  25$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $5.00. 

SA  VEIF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE!  Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00 
from  the  cost  of  your  ad  if  you  enclose  your  address  label. 

Business  ads  cost  more:  75$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $15.00,  or  call 
977-6320  for  reasonable  display  rates. 

CONDITIONS?  All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or 
charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  deadline  advertised.  Late  ads  will  be 
held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a 
drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies  to  you  every  Thursday  in  a  plain 
envelope.  This  service  costs  $2.50  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under  21,  or  if  more  than  two 
people  are  involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Word  your  ad  accordingly.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  when  you  get  your  message  into  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS,  you  're 
reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it 's  smart  to  be  positive  about 
yourself  rather  than  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks, "  or '  'no  fats  or  ferns. ' ' 

ANSWERING  AN  AD?  No  charge  - 
just  put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and 
address  it  as  in  the  diagram.  Be  sure 
the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of 
the  envelope.  Office  staff  do  not  open 
any  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

So:  get  in  touch  with  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Write  one  word  per  box.  The 
amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad.  And  what's  a 
word?  "A"  is  a  word  —  but  so  is  "phantasmagoncal.  "  Height  and  weight 
references  are  one  word.  A  phone  number  is  one  word,  as  are  postal  codes  and 
apartment  numbers.  A  street  address  is  one  word  if  it  consists  of  number  and 
name  only  —  adding  east,  west,  north  or  south  makes  it  two  words. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us  at:  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


Drawer 

TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 
P  0  Box  7289.  Sin  A 
Toronlo.  ON  M5W  1X9 

Postage  here 

LOCKER  ROOM  •  BANG 
RUSH  •  HARDWARE 

$4  EACH  (5  for  $15) 

WE  WILL  NOT  BE  UNDERSOLD 
RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 

Toronto,  ON  M5B1G5 

Ontario  residents  add  7%  sales  tax 

Wholesale  inquiries  invited 

(416)  977-4718 
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athletic.   Appreciate  affection,   friendship.   Preter 
under  35 .  Photo  guarantees  answer.  Box  7303,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  M5W  1X9. 

ATTRACTIVE,  ORIGINAL  COUPLE,  25/32  seeks 
couple  or  third  for  diverse  possibilities  of  friendship. 
Versatile  interests /conversation  (from  beefcake  to 
travel  to  Proust).  Why  not  meet?  Drawer  C620. 
GAY  LOVING  MALE,  mid-40s.  Seeks  same  for 
friendship  and  companionship.  Enjoy  music, 
theatre,  cooking,  looking  after  your  needs  and  mine, 
good  conversation  can  be  everything,  and  above  all, 
the  home  life.  Complete  honesty  and  sincerity  given 

and  expected  in  return.  Drawer  C619 

YOUNG  GAY  BLACK  male,  attractive,  5'8",  145  lb, 
seeks  GWM  to  22.  Apply  with  photo,  telephone  and 
resume.  Don  Mills-Steeles  area.  Drawer  C618. 
MASCULINE  MAN,  30,  very  well-built,  but  out  of 
shape.  Looking  for  dominant  and  very  demanding 


coach  to  get  back  to  work.  You  must  tolerate  no 
escape  and  be  tough  on  discipline.  You  set  the  limits,  I 
follow  the  rules.  You  call  the  shots  for  reward  or 
punishment.  Serious  reply  only.  Drawer  C615. 
YOUNG  YORK  STUDENT,  5' 11",  178  lb,  brown 
hair,  brown  eyes,  honest,  reasonably  intelligent  and 
romantic.  I  want  a  friend,  not  just  a  lover.  I'll  answer 

all,  but  photos  first.  Drawer  C613. 

BUSINESSMAN,  33,  6',  180  lb,  sincere,  affection- 
ate, responsible,  masculine,  well-adjusted,  seeks 
similar  mature  male  for  possible  relationship.  In- 
terests include  theatre,  film,  travel,  music,  quiet  even- 
ings with  friends.  Photo  appreciated.  Discretion  as- 

sured.  Drawer  CS96. 

POLYNESIAN  YOUNG  MAN,  25-year-old,  5'6", 
135  lb,  photogenic,  masculine,  medium-built  sincere 
and  congenial,   seeks   friendships  from  cute  and 

sincere  young  men.  Drawer  C61 1. 

MALE,  27,  5'7",  130  lb,  seeks  gay  take-charge 
disciplinarian  father  image  50-75.  For  your 
pleasure /amusement  and  numerous  mild  bottom- 
warmings  by  various  methods  of  your  choice.  Toron- 

to  and  vicinity.  Drawer  C610 

MAN,  44,  professional,  sensitive,  caring,  gentle.  In- 
terests include  music,  good  food,  travel,  long  walks, 
quiet   evenings,   seeks  similar   for   friendship  and 

possibly  more.  Drawer  C626. 

GWM.24,  5'7"  1201b,  beard,  attractive.  Looking  for 
fun,    affectionate    guy,    25-45.    Prefer    beard    or 

moustache.  Drawer  C632. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  32, 5'6"  155  lb.  Honest,  clean- 
cut,  very  easygoing,  likes  movies,  evenin"gs"  out 
together,  music.  Wanting  to  meet  male  21-33  for  a 
permanent  friendship  leading  to  a  possible  relation- 
ship. Prefer  male  that  is  slim  or  average  build,  clean- 
cut,  well-hung,  little  body  hair,  and  is  completely 
honest  about  himself.  Please  write  today  and  include 

photo  and  phone  number.  Drawer  C631. 

ARTIST,  54,  (Torontonian)  sculpture,  primitive  pot- 
tery, raku  building  quiet  studio  inspiring  countryside 
seeking  understanding  helpful  friend.  Experience  un- 
necessary.  If  interested,  will  teach.  Drawer  C630. 
YOU  ARE  35-45,  ATTRACTIVE,  intelligent,  agood 
companion,  fond  of  good  food,  stimulating  conver- 
sation, plays,  movies  and  other  entertainments,  and 
you're  seeking  a  close  relationship.  Me?  All  of  the 

above.  Drawer  C634. 

27,  GOOD-LOOKING,  very  independent  and  very 
ambitious;  on  my  own  and  employed  at  the  same 
career  for  1 1  years.  1  want  a  mature  masculine  man  my 
own  age  or  older,  in  the  immediate  Toronto  area.  (Ab- 
solutely no  long-distance  affairs.)  Intentions:  perma- 
nent relationship.  No  threesomes,  no  nings,  no  may- 
bes,  no  barnies.  Drawer  C640. 
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Lingerie  &  Toys  designed  for 
the  expressive  person.  Send  $6.00 
cheque/M.O.  for  catalogues 
(refundable  on  first  order  of 
$25.00  or  more). 


I.P.I.,  Suite  4,  238  Davenport  Road, 
TORONTO,  Ontario.  M5R  1J6. 


montgomenn 
Leathers 


=436 


Box  161,  Agincourt, 
Ontario,  Canada, 
M1S3B6 


Visa,  Chargex  or 

Mastercharge 

accepted 


YOU  DRAW  IT. 
WE  MAKE  IT! 


Illustrated  52  Page  catalogue  of 
Montgomery  Leathers  full  range 
of  products.- $3.50  +  75d  postage 
and  handling. 

(Refunded  on  1st  order  of  $35.00) 
Adults  only  —  must  state  legal  age. 
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SAUNA   T.  V.- SHOWERS 

'  1070  Mac  Kay  St  .MontreatPO  -y.  mi 
514  878  9393 


Canada 
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DIFFERENCE 


L'AUBCRGE 


SAUNA  TELE.-  DOUCHES 

1070   Rue  MacKay  Montreal   PQ  mj'..  ?hi 
514   878  9393 


1661  Est  Ste-Catherine 
Montreal,  Que.  H2L2J5 

(514)  521-8451 


Jl«  TUBE 


Probably  the  best  masturbation  device  ever  invented. 
Feels  so  good  you'll  swear  it's  alive! 

$14.95  postage  included 


Mail  to; 


PRIAPE 


1661  Est  Ste-Catherine 

Montreal,  Que.  H2L2J5 

•514>  521-8461 


38/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


CASH,  CERTIFIED  CHEQUE,  MONEY-ORDER,  VISA 
OR  MASTERCARD.  (Include  your  card  number,  ex- 
piry date  and  signature.)  No  C.O,D.  Send  lor  our  free 
catalogue  and  receive  a  free  cock-ring  -  S,  M  or  L. 

Name 

Address 

City 

Postal  code 


MASCULINE  BLOND  SLAVE,  25,  5'8",  145  lb, 
seeks  sensitive  master  to  fulfill  fantasies  and  expand 
limits.  Can  travel.  Photo/phone  requested.  Drawer 
C639. 

GWM,  29,  135  lb,  5'9"  likes  B/D,  swimwear,  no 
S/M,  seeks  dominant  fit  male.  Box  13,  Stn  F.Toronto 
M4Y  2L4. 

ARTISTIC,  STRAIGHT-ACTING  male,  tall,  ath- 
letic build,  reserved.  Seeks  well-adjusted  and  honest 
friend  (22-35)  having  sensitive  manner,  fit  body,  plus 

enthusiastic  outlook  on  life.  Drawer  C641.     

NEW  IN  TORONTO.  Would  like  to  meet  guys  under 
35  years  for  friendship  and  possible  relationship.  I  am 
29  years  old,  6',  125  lb,  open  to  all.  Please  write  your 
secret  mind  with  photo,  phone.  Drawer  C642. 
LEATHER-WESTERN  masculine  guy,  white,  age 
38,6'4",  1901b,  34  waist,  hazel  eyes,  dark  brown  hair, 
dominant,  passive  on  occasion,  wishes  to  meet  stable, 
sincere,  open-minded  intelligent  males  for  compan- 
ion /  friend .  NO  GAMES  —  Just  guys  who  want  to  get 
down,  and  possibly  more.  Would  like  to  meet  men 
who  are  not  actively  into  the  bar  and  bath  scene. 

Drawer  C647. 

GAY  MALE,  30,  5'4",  120  lb,  considered  attractive, 
sensitive  and  caring.  Would  like  to  meet  open-mind- 
ed, honest  GWM,  25-35,  for  friendship  and  possible 
long-lasting  relationship.  No  B/D,  S/M  or  drugs, 
please.  Send  phone,  and  photo  if  possible.  Drawer 

C645. 

SCUBA  DIVER  seeks  buddy  (20-35)  for  diving  excur- 
sions and  friendship.  WASP,  professional,  well- 
educated,  5' 10"  145  lb,  non-smoker,  not  into  drugs 
of  bar  scene.  Interests:  shipwrecks,  travel,  photo- 
graphy, swimming,  physical  fitness,  cross-country 
skiing,  cycling,  outdoors,  music.  Turn-ons  include: 
jockstraps,  sexy  underwear,  leather.  Must  be  honest, 
straight-appearing,  discreet.  Photo  and  phone  for 
fast  reply.  AUS,  Box  2612,  Stn  F,  Scarborough,  ON 

M1W  3P1. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  SHY,  23,  5'0",  1301b,  wishes 
to  meet  guys  18-35  for  lasting  relationship.  My  in- 
terests are  reading,  writing,  dancing,  music,  swim- 
ming, travel  and  meeting  new  people.  I  would  like  to 
meet  guys  in  Toronto.  Write  to:  Box  263,  Niagara 
Falls,  ON  L2E  6T3. 


Homes 


Alberta 


GRANDE  PRAIRIE.  Professional  male,  23,  has 
two-bedroom  newish  apartment  to  share.  539-4314. 


Southern  Ontario 


ROOM  HOUSE,  pleasant  accommodation.  Write 
Fern    Garry,    32    Richmond    St,    Chatham,    ON 

N7M   1N6. 

YOUNG,  ENGLISH,  male  writer,  working  on  sever- 
al projects,  seeks  lakeside  cottage  for  2-3  months. 
Summer   '82.    Please   contact    Royston,    528-7740 

(Hamilton). 

LOOKING  FOR  SOMEONE  discreet  to  share  my 
Hamilton  home.  Rent  based  on  how  we  decide  to  div- 
ide the  house.  Furnished,  laundry,  close  to  transit. 

Drawer  C621. ; 

GWM,  23,  straight-looking  and  attractive,  looking 
for  shared  accomodation  with  gay  /  s  and  for  lesbian  /  s 
or  room  and  board,  in  Waterloo,  and  companion- 
ship.  Urgent.  Drawer  C644. 


Toronto 


SHARE  MY  APARTMENT  near  University  of  To- 
ronto. Free  to  whoever  is  willing  to  exchange  for 
housekeeping  duties  and  general  company.  Ideal  for 
student .  Must  be  neat  and  very  clean .  Am  in  my  early 

jOs.  925-0086. , 

LUXURY  DUPLEX  APARTMENT  in  renovated 
Victorian  house.  4  bedrooms,  2  bathrooms,  4  appli- 
ances, huge  deck.  Bloor/Euclid.  $900  plus  utilities. 

Available  now.  Appointments  534-5281. 

MIDDLE-AGED  leather  denim  guy  has  2-bedroom 
apartment  to  share  with  a  discreet,  responsible  young 
man.  High  Park  area.  Moderate  rent  includes  own  ca- 
ble TV  outlet,  laundry  facilities,  gymnasium,  park- 
ing, close  to  TTC.  Available  immediately.  Drawer 
C646. 

GRANGE  AREA:  Three  gay  men  looking  for  fourth 
person  to  share  large  four-bedroom  house.  Rent  $175 
plus   utilities.    Available   immediately,    telephone 

977-9916. 

DOWNTOWN,  PRIME  LOCATION,  new  and 
beautifully-appointed,  spacious  2-bedroom  condo- 
minium apartment.  Excellent  recreation  &  sports 

facilities.  766-5757.  Evenings. 

DANFORTH /GREENWOOD.  3  bedrooms,  dining 
room,   garden,    garage,    $650/month.    References. 

Leave  message.  485-8943. 

CARLAW  AND  QUEEN  area  offers  private  bache- 
lor apartment  in  house.  Also  share  house,  own  bed- 
room,  with  gay  male  and  2  dogs.  463-3766. 


Halifax 


ATTRACTIVE,  INTELLIGENT,  sensitive  profes- 
sor looking  for  sane,  reliable,  honest,  and  attractive 
professional  male  to  share  large,  super,  historic  apart- 


FOR  SALE 


■CJIWVIW 


REALTY  LTD. 

338  Harbord  St.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

M6G  1H2  •  Phone:  535-4601 

R.J.  (RON)  BURTON 


ment  overlooking  the  harbour.  Two  floors  of  wonder- 
ful space,  fireplaces,  beamed  ceilings,  roof  garden.  If 
good  music,  crackling  fires,  fine  cuisine  amidst  early 
19th  century  comfort  is  your  style,  then  maybe  you 
should  call  to  have  a  look.  Ask  for  Bob  at  422-7235. 


Travel 


Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the  Lauder- 
dale Manor,  located  300  feet  from  our. 
beautiful  beach  and  overlooking  the, 
Intracoastal  Waterway.  Party  at' the  world- 
famous  Martin  Beach  Hotel  next  door  and 

come  back  to  a  quiet  and  friendly 

atmosphere.  Modestly  priced  hotel  rooms, 

efficiencies  and  apartments.  Call  or  write 

Lauderdale  Manor,  2926  Valencia  Street, 

Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33316. 

Telephone  (305)  463-3385. 


KEY  WEST 

The  Island  For  All  Seasons. 

For  free  map  and  brochure: 

(800)  327-4834  or  write  Key 

West  Business  Guild,  P.  O.  Box 

1208-B3,  Key  West,  FL  33040. 


KEY  WEST'S  OASIS  GUESTHOUSE.  Share  our 
accommodations  of  style  and  comfort...  a  variety  of 
guest  rooms  with  private  baths  and  kitchenettes.  Sun- 
decks,  swimming  pool  and  hot  tub.  823  Fleming 

Street,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  296-2131. 

LONDON,  UK.  Largest  gay  hotel:  The  Philbeach,  30 
Philbeach  Gardens,  Earlscourt  SW5.  Close  to  clubs, 
bars.  Groups  welcome.  Discount  available  373-1244. 
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kGRATIS/FREE  BROCHURE:  JM 
COQ  INTERNATIONAL  J\\ 
BOX  30  •  DK-4300  feif 
HOLBAEK  •  DENMARK  ,\V 


Services 


Vancouver 


THE  RADICAL  THEORIES  and  emotional-release 
techniques  of  Wilhelm  Reich  are  being  used  and  fur- 
ther developed  by  Radix  Institute  teacher/trainees 
worldwide.  Reasonable  rates.  Jim  Ross,  525-6716. 


Toronto 


"DANCE  FOR  THE  ONE"  teaches  patience  and 
relaxation,  develops  strength  in  grace.  This  technique 
is  an  alternative  to  jazz,  modern  or  ballet.  Open  all 
doors.  Starts  Oct  10.  Classes  Saturdays  1 1 :30  am  to  1 
pm,  Sundays  1 1:30  am  to  1  pm.  Men  only  Saturday 
please.  Contact  MacBeck  Studios,  337  KingSt  West, 
367-1416.  Classes  are  5  dollars  each.  Teacher:  Paul 
James  Dwyer. 


Dr.  S.D.  Litchen  Ph.D., 

Psychotherapist 

Initial  visit  —  No  charge 

Strictly  confidential 

922-2996 

Toronto 


DECEMBER  1981 


FIGHT    BACK!    Learn    basic    self-defence   skills. 
8-week  course  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  offered  by  gay 
self-defence  group.  For  information,  call  960-5579. 
FOR  CONSULTATIONS  in  relaxation  therapy  call 
485-1290  between  10  am  and  2  pm. 

FLUTE  LESSONS  for  advanced  or  beginning  stu- 
dents. Individual  and  group  instruction.  787-9391. 


Work 


INTELLIGENT,  CREATIVE,  warm,  understand- 
ing, sincere  businessman  seeks  discreet,  loving  young 
man  as  escort  while  visiting  London,  Toronto.  Send 
letter  describing  self,  recent  photo,  phone  number 

and  reimbursement  desired.  Drawer  CS72. 

VOLUNTEER  ACCOUNTANT  WANTED.  Help 
keep  The  Body  Politic's  books  in  order.  Needed  to  do 
general  ledger,  P&L  sheets,  quarterly  reports.  We 
have  bookkeepers,  but  need  someone  to  pull  the  pic- 
ture together.  A  few  hours  a  month  should  do  it.  Call 
Gerald  at  977-6320. 

TWO  GAY  MEN  planning  on  opening  a  law  practice 
in  April  1 982  require  the  services  of  a  talented  gay  or 
gay-positive  Chartered  Accountant.  Call  Harvey 
Hamburg,  365-1855  or  Paul  Trollope,  656-0047. 
BOOKSHOP  MANAGER.  Position  available. 
Knowledge  of  gay/lesbian  literature  and 
retail /managerial  experience  preferred.   Glad   Day 

Bookshop,  961-4161. 

EMPLOYMENT  WANTED.  Public  relations/ 
executive  assistant  by  30-year-old  male.  College 
graduate,    creative,    intelligent.    Just    returned    to 

Toronto  from  Los  Angeles.  Drawer  C637. 

ELDERLY  OWNER  of  small  apartment  building  re- 
quires young  handyman  part-time,  and  if  compatible, 
also  for  occasional  companionship.  Must  be  honest 
and  trustworthy.  Send  photo  if  available  and  par- 
ticulars including  remuneration  expected.  Drawer 
C643. 


Prisoners 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have  pen-pals 
—  Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a 
pen-pal  service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through 
the  church's  prison  ministry.  The  address  is  Prison 
Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto  ON  M5S  2R4. 
WANTED:  A  SINCERE,  intelligent  person  who  will 
write  frequently,  visit  occasionally,  and  appreciate  a 
lonely,  rather  handsome  prisoner. .  .to  replace  the  one 
who  didn't.  Dorian  Rodgers  138-341,  Box  45699, 

Lucasville  OH  45699. 

I'M  22  YEARS  Oy),  looking  for  a  "lover"  and  a 
"possible  parole  sponsor."  I'm  5'8"  tall,  130  lb, 
blond  hair,  blue  eyes.  I  enjoy  music,  I  do  artwork, 
"oil  and  pastel,"  I  play  chess,  write  poetry  and  am 
very  shy.  Would  like  to  correspond  with  that  special 
person  who  understands.  Hope  to  hear  from  someone 
soon.  Bobby  Rogers  154-266,  15802  State  Route  104, 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601.. 

I  AM  PRESENTLY  confined  in  prison  and  have  no 
one  to  correspond  with.  I  would  like  to  correspond 
with  people  of  all  ages,  rages  and  religions;  for  the 
purpose  of  exchanging  ideas  on  religious,  social,  and 
general  subjects.  Will  answer  all  letters  promptly. 
Sheridan  Nesbitt  128990,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 

OH  45699. 

I'M  AT  THE  KANSAS  State  Prison.  I've  always 
liked  your  country.  I've  only  been  there  once,  but 
have  always  wanted  to  return  there.  I'm  Black,  5'7", 
35,  135  lb,  and  have  no  hang-ups.  Charles  Dunlap 
16962,  PO  Box  2,  Lansing,  KS  66043. 


Sports 


WRESTLING  CLUB  —  Canada  —  US,  expanding! 
Wrestlers,  fans,  magazines,  pix.  Info,  hot  catalogue, 
S3.  NYWC,  59  W  10  St,  NYC  1001 1 . 


Other 


AXIOS  (Eastern  &  Orthodox  Christians).  Finally! 
Social,  religious  support,  folk  crafts&fun  for  ALL  us 
"eastern  ethnics."  Join  our  family!  Drawer  C391 . 

"AMAZONES  D'HIER,  Lesbiennes  d'Aujourd' 
hui."  Video  for  lesbians  only.  Made  by  French- 
Canadian  lesbians  about  themselves.  English  version 
is  a  voice-over  of  the  original  French.  Available  in  a 
3/4-inch  or  1  /2-inch  tape.  For  further  information  or 
rental  requests:  Video-Amazone,  c/o  .Adrianc 
Brunei,  Bofle*429,  Succ/Stn  Victoria,  Montreal  QC 

H3Z  2V8. 

NAGUAL  SHAMANISM.  Experienced  only. 
Mutual  concerns?   (Toronto:   forwarding  address) 

449-450-089.  Box  233,  Cobourg,  ON. 

MONOGAMOUS  COUPLES.  Write:  Box  7307,  Stn 

A.  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 

QUEST  FOR  FATHERHOOD.  -Two  gay  mal 
buffed  ihricc  by  juvenile  couri  in  request  for  adoption 
certification  now  pursuing  other  oplions.  Interested 
in  dialogue  with  potential  surrogate  mothers,  etc 
"Excellent  potential"  rating  of  home  and  parenting 
abilities  by  social  agencies.  Sexual  orientation  of  off- 
spring not  an  issue  Happy  to  raise  little  dykes  or  fag- 
gots. Contact  Draffan  and  Sam,  4525  West  Frier, 
CHendale,  AZ  85301. 


VOLUNTEER  ACCOUNTANT 

The  Body  Politic  is  looking  for 

an  accountant  who  would  be 

willing  to  volunteer  a  few  hours 

a  month  helping  us  keep 

our  books  in  order. 

We  have  bookkeepers  doing 

the  routine  work,  but  need 

someone  to  pull  the  picture 

together  on  a  monthly  basis, 

and  help  us  in  budget 

preparation. 

If  you've  got  some  spare  time 

and  would  like  to  meet 

some  interesting  people, 

call  Gerald  Hannon  at  977-6320. 


WANTED:  a  calm,  special  place  where  my  friend 
and  1  can  eat  together  quietly,  joyously.  We're  tired 
of  glitter,  noise  and  the  tensions  they  create;  we're 
bored  by  snotty  maitred's  and  hustling  waiters  who 
flirt  rather  than  serve  us  well;  we  object  to  gim- 
micky menus  full  of  chemicaled  food  and  trendy, 
tasteless  entrees.  We're  fed  up  with  overpasing  and 
being  underfed.  We  want  a  place  that  has  a  bit  of 
human  dignity.  WHERE  CAN  WE  GO? 

Major  Robert's  Restaurant 

124  Harbord  St,  Toronto 

We're  a  bit  biased,  but  we  think  we're  calm, 

gentle,  joyous,  subtle,  quietly  elegant  and 

relaxing.  Our  slowly  changing  menus  have  no 

gimmicks  or  hidden  rusejs.  Our  food  is  tresh  as 

tresh  can  be.  contains  "no  chemicals,  powders 

or  ersatz  mixes;  our  cooked-to-order  meals 

appeal  to  sight,  smell  and  personal  taste. 

You  'II  get  your  money's  worth:  we'll  fill  you  up. 

Call  968-7000  for  reservations.  Try  asking  for 

Table  12.  (Lunch  Monday-Friday,  12-3;  Dinner 

7  days  a  week  from  5:30  p.m.) 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

Well,  maybe  it  is  a  little  early. 

But  not  if  you  want  to  save  50%  off  the  cost  of  a  greetings 

message  in  our  classified  section. 

Starting  this  month  you  can  get  your  message  across  at  a  50% 

savings  if  you  choose  our  Festival  of  the  Month  category. 

There's  someone  out  there  you'd  love  to  say  Merry  Christmas 

to.  Or  Happy  Hanukkah.  Or  a  wild  and  wooly  winter  solstice. 

Write  jt  out  and  send  it  to  us  before  December  1 1  and  we'll 

print  it  in  our  special  double  winter  issue  —  at  a  special 

discount  rate  of  only  $2.50  for  20  words,  and  25C  for  every  two 

words  after  that. 
Check  out  the  form  on  page  37.  But  do  it  now  —  if  you  miss 
our  deadline,  there'll  be  a  lot  of  unhappy  faces  out  there  come 

December! 


Dr.  Willem  H.  Otto 

CLINICAL  PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in  psychotherapy 

at  44  Jackes  Avenue,  Penthouse  10, 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328.  Answering  service:  968-0736. 


HOTEL  &  TAVERN 


f  if  i  *  M  ^  ■**■ 
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*  CLEAN  ROOMS 

*  SINGLES  AND  DOUBLES 

*  TV  LOUNGE 

*  DINING  ROOM 

*  HOME  COOKED  MEALS 

Toronto's  finest 
leather/denim  bar 


SI 8.00  PER  ROOM  PER  NIGHT 
WEEKLY    RATES  AVAILABLE 


YOUR   HOSTS: 

DAVE    and  (.FORCE 

8  Eastern  Avenue  Toronto,  Ontario 
(416)  368-4040 

100  ^b  Gay  owned  and  operated 


THE 
ALBANY 
TAVERN 


Toronto's 
latest  and 
greatest! 

12  noon- 1  a.m. 
M  on. -Sat. 

158  King  St.  East 

(just  east  of  Jan/is) 

Toronto 

364-1756 


DECEMBER  1981 
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NATIONAL/ BINATIONAL 


Atlantic  Gay  Alliance/ 'Association  des  Gai(e)s  de  I' Allan- 
tique.  contact  GAE  (Halifax),  FLAG  (Fredericton)  or  North- 
ern Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB) 

Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639.  StnA.  Toronto.  ON 
M5W1G2  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 
[  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Box  608.  Stn  K. 
Toronto.  0NM4P2H1 

Dignity/ Canada/ Dignite.  Box  1912.  Winnipeg.  MB 
R3C  3R2  Ph:  (204)  772-4322. 

Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FFLAG).  730 
BathurstSt.  Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4 
\lFoundation  tor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box281.SlnA.Rexdale.0NM9W  5L3  Ph: 
(416)741-7223 

Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Friends).  Canadian 
regional  representative.  c/oBox34.  StnG.  Calgary.  AB 
T3A2G1  Ph:  (403)  233-7404 

Interest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology, 
c/o  Canadian  Psychological  Association.  558  King  Edward 
Ave.  Ottawa.  ON  KIN  7N6 

International  Gay  Association,  secretarial.  c/oCHLR.  Box 
931.  Dublin  4.  Republic  of  Ireland  (Eire). 
D Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of  the  Liber- 
tarian Party  of  Canada.  Box  190.  Adelaide  St  Stn.  Toronto. 
0NM5C2J1 

Ligo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperantistoj  (LSG).  gay  Esper- 
anto organization.  lOOCrerarAve.  Ottawa.  0NK1Z  7P2. 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792.  Stn  F. 
Toronto.  0NM4Y  2N7. 

Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee  tor  The 
Barracks  and  other  bath  raid  accused).  730  Bathurst  St. 
Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4  Donations  should  be  made  payable 
to  Harriet  Sachs  in  Trust  for  the  RTPC  and  mailed  lo  the 
above  address 

Women's  Archives.  Box  928.  Stn  Q.  Toronto.  ON 
M4T2P1 


NOVA  SCOTIA: 


Halifax 

The  Alternate  Bookshop.  1588  Bamngton  St.  2nd  fir. 
Mailing  address.  Box  276.  Stn  M.  B3J  2N7  Ph: 
(902)  423-3830 

Gay  Alliance  lor  Equality  Inc  (GAE).  Box  3611.  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J  3K6  Ph:  (902)  429-4294  Gay 
helpline  (information,  referrals  and  peer  counselling): 
(902)  429-6969,  Thurs.  FnandSat.  7-10  pm. 

Gay  Artists  Musicians  Entertainers  Society  (GAMES)  of 
Atlantic  Canada.  Box  3611.  South  Station.  B3J  3K6 

Gay  Youth  Society  of  Halifax  (in  formation)  For  informa- 
tion, call  GAE  helpline  or  write  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o  SUB  (Stu- 
dent Union  Building).  Dalhousie  University. 

Lesbian  Drop-In.  2nd  and  4th  Fri  of  every  month.  1225 
Bamngton  St  Into  429-4063  Music  and  conversation. 

Live  and  Let  Uve  Group  (AA).  Box  1234N.  B3K  5H4. 
Gays  welcome  Meets  Thurs.  8:30pm  in  Rm  21.  5211 
Blowers  St 

Sparrow  ol  Atlantic  Canada.  Gay  Christians,  meet  every 
Sunday  at  8  pm.  at  the  Universalis!  Unitarian  Church.  5500 
Inghs  St  Mailing  address  Box  3611.  Halifax  South  Postal 
Stn.  B3J  3K6  Sparrow  coffeehouse:  every  Sunday  at  The 
Turret  Call  Gaylme  (429-6969)  or  GAE  (429-4294)  or  The 
Turret  (423-6814)  tor  dates  and  times 

The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Bamngton  St. 
Ph  (902)423-6814  Mailing  address:  Box  3611.  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J3K6 

NEW  RRtlNSWir.K= 

Fredericton 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box  1556.  Sin  A 
Ph  (506)457-2156 

Moncton 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  2362.  Stn  A. 
E1C  813  Ph  (506)  372-4717 

Western  NB 

Northern  Lambda  Nord.  Box  990.  Caribou.  Maine  04736 
USA  Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Mada- 
waska/Viclona/Carlton.  NB.  Temiscouala.  Quebec,  and 
Aroostook,  Maine)  (207)  4960188 


QUEBECi 

Charlevoix 

Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais  de  Charlevoix 
(ADGC).  CP724.  Clermont.  Comtede  Charlevoix.  GOT  ICO 
Ph  (418)439-2080 

Hull 

Association  Gate  del'Ouest  Ouebecois  (AGOO),  CP  1215. 
Succ  B.J8X  3X7  Ph  (819)778-1737 

Lennoxville 

Gay  Students  Alliance  (GSA),  Box  631.  Bishop's  Umver- 
sity/Champlam  Regional  College.  JIM  1Z7 

Montreal 

Aide  aux  travesties  el  transsexuelles  du  Quebec  CP  363. 
SuCcC.  H2L  4K3  Ph.  (514)521-9302 
Alpha  Kira  Fraternity.  CP  153.  Succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5 
Association  communautaire  homosexuelle  del' Universite 
de  Montreal.  3200.  rue  Jean-Brillant.  Local  1279.  Pav 
Lionel  Groulx  des  sciences  sociales.  Universite  de  Mon- 
treal. H3T  1N8  Ph  (514)  737-0553.  lundiset/eudis. 
!2h00a  I5h00 


[  Association  des  bonnes  gens  sourds.  CP  764.  Succ  R. 
H2S  3M4. 

C  Association  pour  les  droits  de  la  communaute  gaie  du 
Quebec  (ADGO),  CP36.  SuccC.  H2L  4J7  Bureau:  263  est 
rue  Sainte-Catherme.  2e  etage  Ph:  (514)  843-8671 

Collective  du  triangle  rose,  CP471.  Succ  LaSalle  Ville 
LaSalle.  H8X  3V4 

Comite  de  soutien  aux  accuses  de  Truxx.  a/s  1217  rue 
Crescent.  H3G  2B1  Ph  (514)866-2131 

Contact-t-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and  referral. 
Ph:  (514)  861 -6753 

Coop-Femmes,  CP223.  Succ  Delorimier.  H2H  2N6  Ph: 
(514)843-8998 

Dignity/Montreal.  Newman  Centre.  3484  rue  Peel. 
H3A  1W8.  Ph:  (514)392-6741. 
IZEglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal,  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP610,  Succ  NOG.  H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514) 
845-4471. 

IJFide'ration  canadienne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue  Viau. 
VaudreuilJ7V  1A7 
OFemmesgaiesal'ecoute,  (514)  933-5789 

Gaiecoute,  ligne  telephomque  pour  francophones 
1900h-2300h  tous  les  soirs.  Ph:  (514)  937-1447 
(hommes).  933-5789  (temmes). 
O.Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des 
Jeunes  de  Montreal.  3465  Peel  Street.  H3A  1X1.  Ph:  (514) 
842-8576  General  practice,  Mon-Fri.  9-5pm.  open  until 
8pm  Mon  &  Fri  only.  Closed  daily  12:30-1 :30pm. 
I  Gay  Info,  CP610.  Succ  NOG.  H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514) 
486-4404.  Thurs  and  Fri,  7- 1 1  pm.  24-hr  recorded 
message  at  other  limes. 

OGayline,  (514)  931-8668  or  931-5330.  7  days  a  week, 
7-11  pm. 

Gay  Men  and  Women  ol  McGill,  University  Centre.  Rm 
408.  3480  rue  McTavish.  H3A  1X9.  Meets  Thurs.  7:30pm. 
Rm  425. 

Gay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Park,  West- 
mount  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:  (514)937-9581. 
OGay  Women's  Into  Line,  (514)  931-5330. 
OLambda  Youth  League/ LigueJeunesse  Lambda,  c/o  Gay 
Social  Services  Project .  5  Weredale  Park.  Westmount 
H3Z  1Y5  Friday  and  Saturday  meetings.  Call  Gaylme  lor 
info. 

Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Mends,  c/o  305 
avenue  Willibrord.  Verdun  H4G  2T7.  Ph:  (514)  766-9623. 
'  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  1455ouestboul 
de  Maisonneuve.  H3G  1M7.  Ph:  (514)  879-4500  from  9  am 
to  5  pm. 

[  \Librairie  I  Androgyne/Androgyny  Bookstore,  1217  rue 
Crescent.  H3G  2B1  Ph:  (514)866-2131. 

Ligue  Lambda  Inc.  CP701.  Succ  N.  H2X  2N5.  Info: 
(514)  843-5889.  Alain  ou  Jacques. 
ONaches:  Montreal's  Gay  Jewish  Group,  CP298,  Succ  H. 
H3G2K8.Ph:  (514)  488-0849. 
[  Older  Gays  Group,  meets  1st  and  3rd  Wed  each  month,  at 
5  rue  Weredale  Park.  WeslmounlH3Z  1Y5  Ph:(514) 
937-958 1 .  exl  238,  tor  info.  Ask  for  Barry 
I  iParents  of  Gays,  a/s  CP610.  Succ  NOG.  H4A  3R1.  Ph: 
(514)486-4404. 

O.Pro-cathidrale  du  disciple  bien-aimi,  4376  de  la  Roche. 
H2J  3J1.  Ph:  (514)  279-5381  ou  525-5245 
[  IProductions 88,  CP  188.  SuccC,  H2L  4K1.  Television 
program  Cdle  a  cote.  Mon  10  pm  and  Thurs  11pm,  Chan- 
nel 9  Radio  program  on  CIBL-FM,  104.5  MHz.  Wed  7:30 
pmandonCINQ-FM.  102  3  MHz.  Thurs  10  am. 

Travesties  a  Montreal,  social  support  for  transvestiles. 
CP  153.  Succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5  Ph:  (514)  486-4404 
(Thurs  and  Fri  only). 

United  Church  Gays  of  Quebec,  CP471,  Succ  La  Cite. 
H2W  2N9. 

Women 's  Information  and  Referral  Centre,  3585  rue 
Saint-Urbam.  H2X  2N6  OpenMon-Fn,  9am-5pm.  Tues5 
pm-9pm.  Ph:  (514)842-4781. 

Quebec 

C  Xentre  Homophile  d'Aide  et  de  Liberation  (CHAL),  CP 
596.  Succ Haute-Ville.  G1R4R8  Bureau:  1 75 rue Prince- 
Edouard.  Ph:  (418)  525-4997. 
I  Groupe  gai  de  I  Universite  Laval  (GGUL),  CP  2500. 
Pavilion  Lemieux.  Cite  universitaire,  Ste-Foy,  G1K  7P4. 

Le  Groupe  Unlgai  Inc.  CP  152.  Succ  Haute-Ville 
G1R  4P3  Social  and  cultural  activities 

L  Heure  Gaie.  Pavilion  De  Konmck.  Cite  Universitaire. 
Samle-Foy.  Radio  program  CKRL-FM.  89  1  MHz,  Thurs 
7  pm. 

Ligue  Mardi-Gai.  Ph:  (418)  524-2219.  Richard  Huol. 

Paroisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique  euchanstique). 
685.  Cole  Franklin.  G1M  2L9  Ph:  (418)  688-5564 

Ttltgai.  (418)522-2555.  Gay  into.  Tues-Sat.  7-11  pm. 
Recorded  message  rest  ol  time 

Sherbrooke 

L  Association  pour  lepanouissement  de  la  communaute 
gaie  del'Estrie  (ACGE).  CP  1374.  J1H  5L9. 


ONTARIO^ 


Provincial 

Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGR0).  Box  822.  Stn 
A.  Toronto  M5W  1G3  Ph  (416)533-6824 

Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  730  Bathurst  Si,  Toronto 
M5S  2R4 

Georgetown 

Georgetown  Gay  Friends,  Box  223.  L7G  4T1 
Ph  (416)877-0228 

Homophiles  ol  Halton  Hills  (HHH).  35  Lynden  Circle. 
L7G  4Y7.  (4161  877-5524  Drop-ins  every  Wed. 


Guelph 

I  Xuelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  N1H  6L8.  Gaylme:  (519) 
836-4550.  24  hrs. 

Guelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)  836-4550.  Mon, 
Wed  and  Thurs,  8-10  pm. . 

Hamilton 

Gay  Archives/ History  Project  lor  Hamilton-Wentworth 
(GAHP).  Ph:  (416)  639-6050  We're  looking  for  photos, 
clippings,  correspondence,  personal  accounts  about  gay 
life  and  liberation  in  Hamilton .  especially  pre- 1979 
OGay  Fathers  of  Hamilton,  offers  support,  advice,  and  pot- 
luck  suppers  twice  a  month.  Call,  Gayline  tor  meeting  places 
and  times. 

OGayline  Hamilton,  information  on  all  groups  and  activities, 
and  peer  counselling.  Ph:  (416)  523-7055  Wed  through 
Sat.  7-11  pm. 

OGay  Women  ol  Hamilton,  support  group  Call  Gayline  for 
meeting  places  and  times. 

OHamitton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a  meeting  of  men 
and  women,  young  and  old,  with  discussions  and  speakers 
on  topics  of  community  interest.  Meetings  on  alternate 
Wednesdays.  Rm  B130E.  Life  Sciences  Building, 
McMasler  University,  7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  for  further  in- 
formation. 

OLambda  Gay  Youth  ol  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call 
Gayline  tor  meeting  places  and  times. 
OAddress  tor  all  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44, 
Stn  B.  L8L  7T5. 

Kingston 

OQueen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)  542-5226. 
OQueen  's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs  Centre, 
51  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph: 
(613)  547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

OFoundation  tor  the  Advancement  ol  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  1497.  Stn  C.  Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 
OGayAA.Ph:  (519)742-6183. 
OGay  Liberation  ol  Waterloo  (GLOW),  c/o  Federation  of 
Students,  University  of  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph: 
(519)884-GL0W. 

OGay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme.  Tues  and  Wed, 
6:15  pm.  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OGay  Rights  Organization  ol  Waterloo,  Box  2632.  Stn  B, 
Kitchener  N2H6N2. 

Kitchener/Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  2741,  Stn 
B,  Kitchener  N2H6N3. 

OKitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Youth,  c/o  Federation  of 
Students.  University  of  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1. 

Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs,  6  to  8  pm, 
CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OLesbian  Organization  ol  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box  2422, 
Stn  B.  Kitchener  N2H6M3. 

London 

OFoundation  lor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  4724,  Stn  D.  N5W  5L7.  Ph:  (519) 
644-1061. 

OGay  Youth  London,  c/o  HALO.  Meets  every  Thurs  at 
7:00  pm,  2nd  floor,  649  Colbourne  SI 
nGayline,  Ph:  (519)  679-6423.  Inlo  24  hrs/day.  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs,  7-10  pm. 

Homophile  Association  ol  London.  Ontario  (HALO),  649 
Colborne  SI.  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519)  433-3762.  Coffee  House: 
Sun,  Mon,  7-10  pm.  Disco/Bar:  Fri,  Sat.  9  pm -1:30  am. 
I  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  517.  Services  Sundays  at  7  pm  at  Unitarian  Church, 
29  Victoria  St.  Singspiralion  7:15pm.  services  7:30  pm.. 
OWestern  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Community 
Centre,  University  of  Western  Ontario.  Ph:  (519)  679-6423 

Mississauga/ Brampton 

OGEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach,  Box  62,  Bramplon 
L6V  2K7 

nGayline  West,  Ph:  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Niagara  Region 

OGayline.  Ph:  (416)  354-3173. 
OGay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls  L2E  61/5. 
OGay  Trails,  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  enjoy  hiking. 
Day  and  overnight  trips  planned.  Visitors  welcome.  Write 
Gay  Trails.  Box  1053.  Main  PO.  St  Catharines.  L2R  7 A3,  or 
call  (4 15)  685-6431  before  9  am. 

North  Bay 

[  Waring  Homosexuals  Association  ol  North  Bay  (CHANB). 

Box  649.  Callander  POH  1H0.  Ph:  (705)  476-3080. 

Ottawa 

•   Dignity/Ottawa/Digniti,  Box  2102.  Stn  D,  KIP  5W3 
I  Gay  People  at  Carleton ,  c/oCUSA,  Carlelon  University . 
For  more  information  call  (613)  237- 1717 

Gays  ol  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais.  Box  2919.  Sin  D. 
K1P5W9  GO  Centre  175LisgarSI.  Gaylme:  (613) 
238-1717  Office:  (613)  233-0152. 

Gay  Youth  Ottawa/ 'Hull/ 'Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d' Ottawa/ Hull 
may  be  contacted  at  the  same  address  and  phone  number 
as  Gays  ol  Ottawa.  Meelmgs/drop-ins.  Wed.  8  pm.  175 
Lisgar  St 

Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  SI  George  s 
Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St.  K2P  1N9  Ph:(613) 
235- 1636.  Meeting  and  Eucharist  every  second  Wed  (2nd 
and  4th  Weds  ol  month).  7:30  pm,  at  SI  George 's  Church. 

Lesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays  on 
Campus,  c/o  SFUO.  85  rue  Hastey  Street.  KIN  6N5 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  868.  Sin  B. 
K1P5T1  Ph.(613)235-3438 

Parents  olGays,  Box  9094.  K1G  3T8. 


Peterborough 

Gays  ol  Trent  and  Peterborough.  262  Rubidge  Si 
K9J  3P2  Ph:  (705)  742-6229 

Sarnia 

Gay  Alliance  ol  Sarnia-Port  Huron  (GASP),  Box  642 

Sarnia  N7T  7J7. 

Sudbury 

Sudbury  Lesbians  and  Gays  (SLAG).  Box  395.  Stn  B 
P3E4P6.  (705)675-5711. 

Thunder  Bay 

ONorthern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  SI,  P7B  1S1.  Ph: 
(807)345-7802. 

Gays  ol  Thunder  Bay  (GTB),  Box  2155.  Stn  P.  P7B  1S4. 
Ph:  (807)  345-8011  Wed  and  Fri.  7:30-9:30  pm.  Recording 
other  times. 

OGay  Youth  Thunder  Bay.  c/o  GTB  Meetings  1st  and  3rd 
Mondays  of  each  month.  7:30  pm. 

Toronto 

For  information  on  groups  in  Toronto,  check  the  Community 
section  in  Out  in  The  City,  which  begins  on  page  20. 

Windsor 

OGayAA.  Ph:  (519)  258-7967. 

Olntegrity/ Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  Box  7002. 
Sandwich  Postal  Stn,  N9C  3Y6.  Ph:  (519)  973-4957. 
OLesbian  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus  (LGSC).  c/o 

Students'  Activities  Council.  Univ  of  Windsor.  Ph:(519) 
973-4957.  Rap  sessions  weekly. 
OWindsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Postal  Stn 
N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  C5'9j  973-4957. 


MANITOBA 


Provincial 

OManitoba  Gay  Coalition,  Box  27.  UMSU.  University  of 
Manitoba,  Winnipeg.  R3T  2N2. 

Brandon 

OGay  Friends  ol  Brandon,  Box  492.  R7A  5Z4.  Ph:  (204) 
727-4046. 

Winnipeg 

OFamiliesolGays,  Box  27.  UMSU.  Univ  of  Manitoba. 
R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  783-4549. 

Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion.  Box  1912, 
R3C  3R2. 

ODignity /Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C3R2. 
OGay  AA  New  Freedom  Group,  contact  can  be  made  via 
'  'Manitoba  Central  Office, ' '  521  St  Mary's  Rd.  R2M  3L3. 
or  ph:  (204)  233-3508. 

Gay  Al Anon  Group.  Into:  (204)  269-8678. 
OGays  for  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU.  Univ  of  Manitoba. 
R3T2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678 

OManitoba  Physicians  lor  Homosexual  Understanding,  Box 
3911,  StnB.R2W5H9. 

OOscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society.  Box  2221,  R3C  3R5. 
Variety  of  social,  cultural  and  educational  activities. 
HProject  Lambda,  Inc,  gay  community  services.  Box  3911, 
.SWB.R2W5H9. 

OWinnipeg  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  27,  UMSU,  U  ol  M, 
R3T2N2.  Ph: (204)  269-8678.  Produces  "Coming Out," 
weekly  half-hour  cablecast  (Sat,  6  pm,  Channel  13W). 
OWinnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU.  Univ  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 
OWinnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  SI.  Ph:  (204) 
786-4581. 

OUniversity  of  Winnipeg  Gay  Students  Association.  Info: 
(204)  269-8678. 


SASKATCHEWAN  i 


Provincial 

ODignity/ Saskatchewan  (gay  Catholics  and  their  friends). 

Box  3181,  Regina  S49  3G7 . 

OGay  Rights  Subcommittee,  Saskatchewan  Association  for 

Human  Rights,  305-1 16  3rd  Ave  S,  Saskatoon.  S7K  1L5. 

Ph:  (306)  244-1933. 

OOne  Loaf,  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church  in 

Saskatchewan.  2-1805  Rae  St.  S4T2E3. 

Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition.  Box  7508.  Saskatoon 
S7K  4L4. 

Battleford 

OBattlelord  Gay  Community,  c/o  Box  401.  Saskatoon. 
S7K  3L3. 

Carrot  River 

l  )Carrot  River  Gays,  c/o  Box  401,  Saskatoon,  S7K  3L3. 

Prince  Albert 

OPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9.  1-24  10th  St.  E.  (306)  922-4650.  Phone  line 
Mon-Thurs.  social  evenings  Fri-Sat. 

Regina 

UGay  Regina,  a  political  action  group,  c/o  2069  Broad  St, 
S4P  1Y4  Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  For  info  concerning  social 
functions,  contact  Rumours 

I  Regina  Women's  Community  and  Rape  Crisis  Centre, 
219-1810  Smith  St.  S4P  2N3.  (306)  522-2777  352-7688 
I  Rumours  (gay  community  centre).  2069  Broad  Si  (back 
door).  S4P  1Y4.  Ph:  (306)  522-7343  Counselling  and  in- 
formation Tues  and  Sal.  7:30-9:00  pm  Socials  Thurs.  Fri 
and  Sat  evenings. 

Saskatoon 

Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Box  7508.  S7K  414 

Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662.  S7K  3R8  245-3rd 

Ave  South  Ph:  (306)  652-0972 
Gay  History  Project,  c/o  Our  History.  Box  7508, 

S7K  4L4 
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OGrapevine,  a  group  of  Christian  and  Jewish  gays.  Ph: 

(306)  343-5963. 

OLesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation,  Box 

4021.S7K3T1. 

OLutherans  Concerned,  Box  8187.  S7K  6C5 

OSaskatoon  Lesbians,  c/o  Box  7508,  S7K  414. 

SaskatoonWomen's  Liberation,  Box 4021.  S7K  3T1. 
OStubble  Jumper  Press.  21  -303  Queen  St,  S7K  0M1 

West  Central  Region 

OWest  Central  Gays,  c/o  Box  401.  Saskatoon  S7K  3L3. 


ALBERTA- 

Provincial 

OAlberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA). 

Box  1852,  Edmonton  T5J  2P2. 

Calgary 

ODignity/ Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7  Ph:  (403) 
269-7542  or  282-0574  (evenings  only). 
OFoundation  lor  the  Advancement  ol  Canadian  Trans- 
sexuals, 8-330  23  Avenue  SW.  Ph:  (403)  233-7360. 
OGay  Academic  Union,  Student  Clubs,  MacEwanHall. 
Univot  Calgary,  T2NIN4. 

OGay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRC),  Old  Y 
Bldg,  Suites 317-323,  223  12AveSW.  T2P  0G9.  Ph:  (403) 
264-3911.  Information  and  counselling  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 
Socials,  discussion  groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action. 
Mailing  address:  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1. 
Olntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  Box  34, 
Sin  G.  T3A  2G1. 

OLesbian  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (403) 
238-0140,  evenings. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945.  Stn  D. 
T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)  277-4004.  Services  Sundays  at  11:30 
am  at  Backlot  Theatre. 

OParents  ol  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRC.  Box  2715,  Stn 
M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  252-8727. 
ORightto  Privacy  Committee,  PO  Box  2943,  Stn  M, 
T2P  3C3.  Info  on  gays  and  the  law.  legal  referrals. 
OWomyn's  Collective,  c/o  GIRC.  Box  2715,  Stn  M. 
T2P3C1.Ph:  (403)  267-3098. 

Edmonton 

ODignity/Edmonton,  Box  53.  T5J  2G9. 

OGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1852, 

T5J  2P2.  Office:  10173-104  St.  Ph:  (403)  424-8361. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1312,  T5J  2M8. 
Ph:  (403)  482-4213. 
HPrivacy  Defence  Committee,  c/o  Box  1852.  T5J  2P2. 

Lethbridge 

OLethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC.  Box  2715. 
Stn  M.Calgary.  ABT2P3C1 

Medicine  Hat 

OMedicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC.  Box 
2715.  Stn  M.  Calgary.  AB  T2P  3C1. 

Red  Deer 

OGay  Association  of  Red  Deer  IGARD).  Box  356,  T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Provincial 

Gays  and  Lesbians  in  the  United  Church  in  BC.  PO  Box 

46586.  Stn  G.  Vancouver  V6R  4G8.  (604)  734-5355.  Sup- 
port group  and  educational  resources. 
ORural  Lesbian  Association,  RR  1,  Box  6,  Ruskm,  BC 
VOM  1R0.  - 

Kamloops 

O  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  by  writing  to 
Box  3343.  V2C  6B9  Info,  peer  counselling,  meet  friends. 

Kelowna 

Okanagan  Gay  Organization  Box  1165.  Stn  A,  Kelowna 
V1 Y  7P8.  Mutual  support.  The  group  can  be  contacted 
directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre 

Nelson 

0  The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland.  Box  326.  Nelson.  V1L  5R2. 

Prince  Rupert 

The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  reached  by  writing  to 
Box  881.  V8J3Y1 

Revelstoke 

1  Lothlorien,  Box  205*.  VOE  2S0  Into,  counselling. 

Vancouver 

OArchives  Collective.  Box  3130,  MPO.  V6B  3X6. 

Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative 
Radio.  337  Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4  Thurs  at  6:30pm.  102.7 
MHz  FM. 

Dignity/Vancouver.  Box  3016.  V6B3X5  Ph:  (604) 
684-7810. 

Gay  A  A  (604)  733-4590  (men).  (604)  929-2585 
(women). 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  ol  the  BC  NOP,  (604)  669-5434 

Gayblevision.  TV  show  produced  by  gay  people  about  ga> 
tile,  culture  and  art  Regular  monthly  and  special  pro- 
grammes 837BidwellSt.  V6G2J7  Ph  (604)689-5661 

Gay  Bridge  Club,  c/o  Bert  Curry.  (604)  684-3564 

Gay  Festival  Society.  Box  34397.  Stn  D.  V6J  4P3 

Gay/Lesbian  Law  Association.  Faculty  ol  Law,  Unfversity 
ol  British  Columbia.  Vancouver 

Gay  People  ol  Simon  Eraser,  c/o  Student  Society.  Simon 
Eraser  University.  Burnaby  V5A  1S6  Ph  (604)  291-3181 
or  291-3111. 

Gay  People  ol  UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  Bldg.  Univer- 
sity ot  British  Columbia.  V6T1W5  Ph  (604)  228-6781  or 
228-4638  Meetings  every  Thurs  at  12  30  pm  in  SUB 
207/209 


OHachug.  Jewish  gay  group.  Box  69406.  V5K  4W6. 

nintegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  Box  34161. 

Stn.  D.  V6J4N1.  Ph:  (604)732-0412. 

OLesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers  Political  Action  Group,  c/o 

2766  W 4th  Ave.  Ph:  (604)  734-1016. 

OLesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay 

People  ol  UBC.  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg,  UBC.  V6T  1W5. 

Lesbian  Information  Line.  1501  W  Broadway.  (604)  , 
734-1016.  Sunday  and  Thurs.  7-10pm. 
OLesbian  Resistance,  c/o  Vancouver  Status  ot  Women. 
400A  West  5th  Ave.  V5Y  1J8. 
OThe  Lesbian  Show.  Co-op  Radio.  337  Carrall  St. 
V6B2J4.  102  7  MHz  FM.  Thurs  at  7 ":30  pm. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  51-78.  V6B  4B2.     I 
Ph:  (604)681-8525.  Services  7:30pm  Sundays,  at  1811 
West  16th  Ave. 

OParents  &  Friends  ot  Gays.  (604)  987-6027  or  988-7786 
ORightsot  Lesbians.  Box  24687.  StnC.  (Subcommittee  ot 
BC  Federation  ol  Women.) 

OSEARCH  Community  Services.  24-448  Seymour  St, 
V6B3H1.Ph:  (604)  689-1039. 
OSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  24-448  Seymour 
St.  V6B  3H1. 

OSociety  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and  Counselling 
in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH),  Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre. 
V7X  1A8. 

OSociety  tor  Political  Action  lor  Gay  People  (SPAG).  Box 
2631.  Main  PO.  V6B  3W8.  Ph:  James  Trenholmeat 
(604)  224-7738  or  Vince  Mams  at  435-7376.  Meets  1st 
and  3rd  Thurs  ot  every  month  at  the  Shaggy  Horse.  818 
Richards  St. 

OStage  DoorJohnies  (Theater  Group).  Ph:  (604) 
.  738-2710. 

OVancouver  VD  Clinic,  Prov  Health  Lab.  828  W  10th  Ave 
(near  Vancouver  Gen  Hosp).  Ph:  (604)  874-2331  (220). 
OVancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC),  Box  2259. 
MPO.  V6B  3W2.  Ph:  (604)  253-1258 
OWest-End  Community  Volleyball,  c/o  201-1263  Nicola. 
V6G2E8.Ph:  (604)687-6174. 

Women  in  Focus  204-456  W Broadway.  V5Y  1R3.  Ph: 
(604)  872-2250. 

OYoung  Gay  People,  c/o  24-448  Seymour  St.  Ph:  (604) 
689-1039. 

Younger  Lesbian  Drop-In,  4-45  Kmgsway.  Ph:  (604) 
874-0994.  7:30  Tues. 

Zodiac  Fraternal  Society.  Box  33872.  Stn  D,  V6J  416. 

Victoria 

OFeminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box  237,  Stn  E, 

V8W  2M6. 

OGay  Men 's  Discussion  Group,  meets  twice  a  month  Call 

Need  tor  time  and  place. 

ONeed  (Victoria  Crisis  Line).  Ph:  (604)  383-6323.  24  hrs  a 

day.  Some  gay  info  available. 

OSociety  tor  Homosexual  Awareness,  Research  and 

Education  (SHARE),  c/o  A  Corry.  404-1220  Pandora  Ave, 

V8V3R4. 

OUniversity  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus.  Student  Union  Bldg.  U 

ot  Victoria.  Box  1700.  V8W  2Y2. 

OWAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  Box  237,  Stn 
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GIVE  GAY  LIBERATION 
A  HUMAN  FACE. 

Network  is  TBP's  listing  of  gay  groups  in  Canada 
and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct  themselves 
toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay  oppres- 
sion. It 's  also  a  way  to  let  people  in  your  part  ol  the 
country  know  what's  happening.  It's  a  way  to  help 
get  others  involved. 

We  'd  like  to  be  able  to  say  more  about  the  kind  ot 
work  your  group  is  doing,  but  we  can  7  unless  you 
tell  us  Send  us  more  information  Help  us  show  the 
faces  that  go  with  all  these  names  Write  with  your 
ideas  —  or  simply  to  inform  us  about  new  listings  or 
changes  in  old  ones  -  to  TBP  Network.  Box  7289. 
Station  A.  Toronto,  ONMbW  1X9 


John  R.  Higgins 

Barrister  and  Solicitor 


80  Richmond  Street  West 
Suite  307 
Toronto,  Ont. 
M5H2A7 


Telephone  363-0761  or  363-3776 
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Wau. 

new  york  city  (212)695-5393 
fire  island  (516)597-6230 
new  Orleans   (504)525-3983 


toronto  (416)368-4040 

houston  (713)520-9767 

glen  rose  tx    (817)897-4972 


The  Pisces  is  closed.  The  case  isn't. 


When  the  Pisces  Spa  in  Edmonton  was  raided  last  May  30,  63  gay  men  suddenly 
became  accused  criminals.  They're  fighting  the  charges  against  them  —  but  they 
need  help. 

We're  asking  you  to  help  us  help  them.  We're  the  Privacy  Defence  Committee, 
and  we're  trying  to  raise  $20,000  to  cover  legal  costs. 

Here's  how  you  can  contribute,: 

•  You  can  send  money.  Make  your  cheque  or  money  order  payable  to  the  Privacy 
Defence  Committee  (or  simply  to  PDC)  and  send  it  to  us  at  Box  1852,  Edmonton, 
Alberta  T5J  2P2. 

•  You  can  pass  along  the  materials  we  can  use  in  mounting  a  mail-and-telephone 
fundraising  campaign,  such  as  envelopes  and  stamps. 

•  You  can  lend  a  hand.  If  you  live  in  Edmonton,  we  can  use  your  help  to  work  on 
mailings  and  to  get  on  the  phone  to  potential  donors. 

With  your  help,  they  can  do  it. 

PRIVACY  DEFENCE  COMMITTEE,  BOX  1852.  EDMONTON,  ALTA  T5J  2P2 
TELEPHONE:  (403)  424-8361,  7-10  PM  WEEKDAYS 
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AT   THE  SELBY 

featuring  the  LONG  BAR, 
CHUCK  WAGON  Restaurant 

and  the  SALOON 


« 


BUDDY  NIGHTS    at  the  CHUCK  WAGON . . 

You  eat  for  the  Regular  Price 

and  Your  Friend  pays  ONLY  $2.00 

r 


Amateur  MALE   STRIPPER  Extravaganza -PRIZES 


FISH  n  CHIPS . . .  All  you  can  eat  from  5p.m.  to  10p.m. 


AFTERNOON  DELIGHT. ..  25<t  Hot  Dogs 

with  our  Special  Draft 


TEA  DANCE  from  4p.m.  to  10pm. 


D.J.    spins   the    music    THURSDAY   through    SATURDAY    nights 
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Jeff  Richardson  plots  the  perilous  path  to  Political  Correctitude 

SOUDARIDITY or  D"ayne 


goes  to  a  meeting 


As  a  straight  woman  living  with  a 
gay  man,  Karen  was  well  used  to 
keeping  up  with  the  latest  fads  of 
the  trendy  ghetto.  Like  the  time 
her  roommate,  Dwayne,  had  joined  a 
self-defence  class  —  for  an  entire  month 
she'd  had  to  shout  "Fucking  faggot"  at 
him  morning,  noon  and  night.  It  had 
had  her  so  on  edge  that  when  he  walked 
into  the  kitchen  one  time,  startling  her, 
she'd  chopped  him  hard  in  the  gut. 
He'd  doubled  right  over  in  pain,  forget- 
ting all  the  moves  he'd  learned.  For 
three  days  he  wouldn't  talk  to  her  —  he 
claimed  she'd  done  it  on  purpose  to 
shatter  his  "gay-positive  self-image." 

Now  as  she  hennaed  her  hair,  Karen 
contemplated  the  recent  turn  of  events 
which  made  her  more  than  a  little  ap- 
prehensive. Dwayne  was  at  his  second 
meeting  of  The  Body  Politic  staff,  and 
if  it  was  anything  like  the  first,  Karen 
was  sure  to  be  confronted  with  a  whole 
realm  of  new  things  to  keep  up  with. 

It  had  all  started  when  Dwayne  had 
last  made  his  monthly  trip  into  the  local 
bookstore  to  read  the  classified  ads  of 
The  Body  Politic.  Disappointed  that  no 
4-H  studs  (hung,  hairy,  hot  and  horny) 
had  printed  their  phone  numbers  in  that 
issue,  he  was  about  to  set  it  down  when 
something  caught  his  eye.  It  was  a  pho- 
tograph of  five  men  dancing  together  on 
a  stage.  They  seemed  to  be  doing  some- 
thing like  the  Greek  "hora"  he'd 
learned  in  high  school,  yet  each  was 
wearing  a  Mao  jacket.  Curiously,  none 
was  wearing  any  pants.  Dwayne  read 
the  caption:  "Politically  Correct  Gay 
Dance  Troupe  Solidifies  Toronto  Audi- 
ence." A  lengthy  review  followed  in 
which  the  term  "politically  correct"  was 
employed  a  total  of  eleven  times  to  laud 
this  amazing  artistic  performance.  But 
nowhere  was  Dwayne  told  why  these 
men,  dressed  only  in  jockstraps  and 
Mao  jackets,  were  dancing  the  hora.  Be- 
wildered, he'd  consulted  Karen. 

"Karen,"  he  asked,  "do  you  have 
any  idea  what  a  politically  correct  dance 
troupe  is?" 

"One  that  only  dances  to  the  left?" 
she  quipped. 

It  had  not  been  a  satisfactory  res- 
ponse, and  Karen  had  already  been 
made  to  pay  for  Dwayne's  curiosity. 
For  example,  at  the  moment  she  was 
hurriedly  rinsing  the  henna  from  her 
hair,  afraid  that  Dwayne  might  sudden- 
ly return  from  his  meeting  and  appre- 
hend her  in  the  act.  He  used  to  help  her, 
gently  massaging  the  muddy  mixture 
into  her  hair.  That  luxury,  however, 
had  plummetted  to  an  unwonted  demise 
the  day  Dwayne's  consciousness  was 
raised:  no  longer  would  he  condone  the 
self-oppressiveness  of  the  hairdresser 
stereotype.  "But  Dwayne,"  Karen  had 
countered,  "you  are  a  hairdresser." 
There  was  no  point  in  arguing:  clearly 
the  "full  political  implications"  had 
eluded  her. 

Not  only  would  Dwayne  no  longer 
help  her,  she  now  had  to  henna  her  hair 
clandestinely  for  fear  of  being  labelled  a 
"looksist."  The  world,  Karen  had  re- 
cently learned,  was  divided  into  two 
camps:  those  who  sought  to  extend  sex- 
ual freedom,  and  those  who  sought  to 
exercise  it.  The  latter  were  usually  a 


despicable  lot  of  looksists  whereas  the 
former,  when  they  happened  to  get 
lucky,  were  "correct." 

Karen  lifted  the  lid  from  the  water 
tank  at  the  back  of  the  toilet  and  care- 
fully placed  her  bottle  of  henna  inside. 
Dwayne  was  not  apt  to  find  it  there 
because  he  was  not  apt  even  to  know 
that  the  cover  could  come  off.  "I  left  all 
that  behind  in  Mississauga,"  he'd  an- 
nounced proudly,  referring  of  course  to 
a  rudimentary  knowledge  of  things 
"Mechanical."  A  twinge  of  doubt 
caused  Karen  to  pause  for  a  moment  — 
maybe  he  would  find  it  there,  maybe 
plumbing  was  politically  correct.  With 
respect  to  Dwayne,  Karen  could  no 
longer  be  sure  of  anything  —  that's  how 
radical  the  transformation  in  him  had 
been  due  to  The  Body  Politic. 

He'd  gone  in  as  a  disco  bunny  and 
come  out  like  a  —  well,  like  a  comrade. 
"Greetings,  sister-in-the-struggle,"  he'd 
saluted  her  on  his  return  from  that  ini- 
tial meeting.  At  first  she'd  thought  there 
was  some  mistake;  it  wasn't  Dwayne 
standing  before  her,  but  some  para- 
military officer.  The  face  had  been  that 
of  her  roommate,  but  the  chest  was  cov- 
ered with  medals  and  insignia. 

"All  worthy  causes,"  Dwayne'd  an- 
nounced as  Karen  eyed  his  heavily-laden 
jacket.  Only  then  had  she  realized  that 
what  she'd  taken  for  war  decorations 
were  actually  pins  and  buttons  advoca- 
ting a  plethora  of  political  causes. 

"What's  this?"  she'd  asked,  pointing 
to  a  button  showing  a  cute  bundle  of 
fur  timidly  nibbling  a  gigantic 
mushroom. 

"Anti-nuke  Save-the-Seals  Coali- 
tion." 

"Oh,  of  course."  Her  eye'd  moved 
over  the  range  of  logos,  acronyms  and 
symbols,  landing  finally  on  one  she 
could  decipher  herself.  It  read  "The 
Right-to-Our-Own-Bodies  Lesbian,  Gay 
and  Bisexual-every-other-Tuesday 
Subcommittee  of  the  Save  Guatemala 


Now  Coalition,  In  Liaison  with  Sib- 
lings-Against-Nepotism,  Demands." 

"Demands  what?"  Karen  asked, 
startled  by  its  abrupt  end. 

"It's  on  the  next  one,"  Dwayne  had 
sighed,  exasperated  by  her  lack  of  polit- 
ical sophistication.  Sure  enough,  there 
were  the  demands  listed  —  though  she 
failed  to  understand  why  it  mattered  so 
terribly  that  Bill  Davis  come  to  Cab- 
bagetown  now. 

Before  she  could  question  Dwayne 
further  on  this,  he  was  off  like  a  shot 
into  the  living  room.  Karen  hurried  in 
after,  only  to  find  him  lifting  all  their 
carefully  mounted  photographs  from 
the  wall. 

"Such  images  are  not  appropriate  in 
a  peoples'  communal  living  space," 
Dwayne  had  intoned  in  his  newly  ac- 
quired rhetoric.  "They  contribute  to  the 
inhumane  objectification  of  the 
individual." 

"But  Dwayne,"  Karen  protested, 
noticing  the  photo  he  was  about  to 
remove,  "that's  my  mother!" 

"So  much  the  worse  —  do  you  want 
to  see  your  mother  only  as  an  object?" 
• 

In  the  several  weeks  that  had  passed 
since  that  evening,  life  had  not  become 
any  easier  for  Karen.  Under  Dwayne's 
inquisitorial  gaze  she  had  become  one 
classic  case  study  of  Political  Incorrecti- 
tude.  No  matter  what  she  said  or  did, 
Dwayne  would  "tsk  tsk"  and  shake  his 
head  in  disappointment.  "P  I,  Karen, 
PI." 

Now  as  Karen  dried  her  hair,  brood- 
ing on  what  further  miseries  might  be  in 
store  for  her,  she  heard  a  key  in  the  lock 
and  the  apartment  door  opening.  Step- 
ping from  the  washroom  she  was  star- 
tled by  Dwayne's  appearance:  gone  was 
his  billboard  chest. 

"Dwayne  —  what  happened  to  all 
your  buttons  and  pins?" 

"I  chucked  them,"  he  announced. 
"I've  had  it  with  The  Body  Politic:' 


This  season 's  Politically  Correct  line. . . . 

No  matter  what  the  occasion,  make  sure  they  know  where  you  're  coming  from! 
Khaki  green  will  be  big  in  formal  wear  this  season,  and  buttons  are,  of  course, 
mandatory  at  all  times.  Don 't  forget  to  practice  your  sneer! 
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"But  why  —  what  happened?"  Karen 
asked,  secretly  pleased  but,  as  ever, 
apprehensive. 

"Well,  first  of  all,  the  meeting  was  a 
real  bore.  It  seemed  like  for  hours  they 
argued  about  nothing." 

"Such  as...?" 

"Such  as  one  group  claimed  perfor- 
mance is  not  theatre,  while  another  said 
video  is  TV.  When  I  finally  interrupted 
to  say  maybe  it  was  time  to  talk  about 
gay  liberation,  they  told  me  I  clearly  did 
not  understand  the  full  political  implica- 
tions of  semiotics." 

"Do  you?"  Karen  inquired. 

"But  they  did  change  the  subject," 
Dwayne  went  on,  ignoring  her  question. 
"They  decided  to  consider  a  feature  on 
education.  They  rambled  on  for  a  while, 
until  I  happened  to  mention  something 
about  private  girls'  schools.  At  that  they 
all  came  awake  and  began  to  shout  at 
me  in  unison:  'Women!  Women!  Wom- 
en!' So  I  called  girls  'little  women.' 
They  then  had  a  moment  of  silence  to 
protest  and  deplore  the  awful  social 
system  which  victimized  poor  Louisa 
May  Alcott  and  made  her  the  spokes- 
person of  incorrect  thinking." 

"And  you?" 

"Me  they  just  protested  and 
deplored." 

"So  that's  when  you  left?" 

"No,  I  decided  to  stay  around  a  little 
longer.  From  poor  Louisa  May  they  got 
onto  the  topic  of  the  evils  of  our  capital- 
ist system.  On  and  on  they  droned 
about  bourgeois  decadence.  Mustering 
up  my  nerve,  I  finally  asked  them,  'If 
bourgeois  decadence  is  so  despicable, 
how  come  the  paper  is  filled  with  ads 
for  expensive  restaurants  and  Key  West 
resorts?  Aren't  you  being  co-opted  by 
the  same  system  you  condemn?'  The 
room  was  suddenly  very  silent  while 
everyone  glowered  at  me.  Finally  one  of 
the  Collective  members  decided  to  put 
me  straight  on  this.  'I'm  afraid  you 
don't  understand,'  he  said,  'the 
system's  not  co-opting  us,  we're  co-opt- 
ing the  system.'  'In  that  case,'  I  said, 
'none  of  you  should  mind  if  I  head  off 
right  now  and  co-opt  a  disco.'  " 

Karen  burst  out  laughing.  "I  bet  they 
didn't  take  that  very  well." 

"Well,  they  didn't  say  anything," 
Dwayne  replied  mischievously,  "but 
I'm  almost  sure  that  as  I  got  outside  the 
door  I  could  hear  them  going  'Tsk,  tsk, 
PI,  PI.'" 

He  hugged  Karen  close  to  him  for  a 
moment.  "You  want  to  hit  Stages 
later?" 

"You're  on,"  Karen  smiled. 

Dwayne  headed  towards  the  bath- 
room then  paused  for  a  second,  hesi- 
tant. "Uhm,  Karen..." 

"Yeah?" 

"Well,  like...  you  didn't  really  throw 
out  the...  uh...  henna,  did  you?" 

"No,"  she  responded  straight-faced. 
"It's  in  the  water  tank  at  the  back  of 
the  toilet." 

"Oh,  thanks,"  he  said  as  he  closed 
the  bathroom  door  behind  him.  Karen 
stood  outside  for  a  moment  until  she 
heard  his  voice  again  within. 

"Gee,"  Dwayne  mumbled  to  himself, 
"that's  neat.  I  never  knew  this  thing 
came  off. "D 
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Lots  more  where  these  came  from. 
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